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Our purpose at Bethlehem is:
To Lead people to Jesus
To Unite them in the family of God,
To Empower them to serve
Jesus in the world,
And to Bring honor and glory to God.
God.

Upcoming Events:

Photo by VEF

Celebrating 100 years of ministry!

5-3-14

5K Run/Walk at FWB Children’s Home

5-5-14

VBS Planning Meeting

5-10-14

Stop Hunger Now Meal Packing Party

5-11-14

Mother’s Day

5/16-18/14

2014 Youth Convention of Original FWB
University of Mount Olive (see page )

Regularly Scheduled Ac vi es and Opportuni es

Sunday

“Monumental” 6:30 pm showing at

10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service

Wednesday 7:00 PM Bible Study
Youth Mee ngs
8:00 PM Choir Rehearsal

Quarterly Business Mee ngs and
Communion Services are scheduled on
announced Sunday evenings in January,
April, July and October.
•

5-20-14

LEADING

•

UNITING

University of Mount Olive

(free admission)

5/21-22/14

Annual Convention of OFWB at UMO

5-25-14

General Board Meeting

6-1-14

Foreign Missions visit by Harold Jones

6-8-14

Graduation Sunday

6-29-14

Fifth Sunday Sing - The Collisons

7-6-14

Quarterly Business Meeting

7/13-18/14

VBS Wilderness Escape

7-27-14

Quarterly Communion Service

10-5-14

Quarterly Business Meeting

10-12-14

Homecoming Sunday

10/12-14/14

Revival Services

10-26-14

Quarterly Communion Service

11-23-14

Thanksgiving Candlelight Communion

•

EQUIPPING

•

SERVING

•
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May Birthdays

June Birthdays

1

Pam Lanier Waller

2 Vera M. Fountain

9

Mother’s Day

8 Billie Ard

10 Nathan Brown

Margaret Ard

12 Keith Greene

Pauline Edwards

Gloria Raynor

17 Vernie Fountain

15 Shirley Pickett

23 Rita Fountain

16 Louise Jones

Charles Fountain

17 Nancy Ripley

Eric Simpson

21 Melody Jones Strickland

25 Danielle Strickland Brown

24 Victoria Day

26 Christopher Young

27 Don Michael Fountain

27 Wendy Fountain

28 Olivia Fountain Stallings
Check us out on the web at
www.bethlehemfwbchurch.org

Anniversaries
5-6

Robert & Bonnie Jones

5-17 Byron & Rita Fountain

Audio archives of worship services, bulletins, newsletters and photographs of activities are available for your review.
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS

5-20 Chris & Dawn Byron
6-1

Johnnie & Tammi Albertson

6-4

Brandon & Danielle Brown

6-23 James & Tina Dail
6-24 Richard & Dineen Greene
6-28 Ricky & Susan Dempsey
6-29 AD & Judy Jones

This newsle er is an opportunity for ministry. Be‐
come involved. Ask God to lay something on your
heart that you could share with the body to upli
and encourage someone.
We are now accep ng your submissions of anec‐
dotes, announcements, ar cles, quips and quotes
for the July ‐ August edi on. Don’t wait un l the
last minute.
Submissions for publica on and correc ons should
be submi ed to jerifountain@yahoo.com or
venie.fountain@centurylink.net

• LEADING PEOPLE TO JESUS •
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A Prayer for Vision

es, how to hold the cane without getting a sore wrist. And I
began to comprehend that
A couple years ago, I went to
there was a possibility that I
the School for the Blind to get could get around the campus by
some training. The campus for myself with the cane. Before I
adults is on a campus next to
left the school, I was walking to
the one for children, and the
the different buildings on my
adult’s campus is called the Re- own, by myself, with a cane.
hab Center. One of the classes I
was to attend was called mobil- Remember I said that there was
NO WAY I could do that. And I
ity training, and the teacher
was a mobility specialist. This wanted the Lord to tell that totally unreasonable mobility
person trains people to use a
specialist that I couldn't. And
cane and also to use a sighted
then I got the 'Others do it' reperson as a guide. My plans
sponse. It was a miniscule inciwere to have a sighted person
dent in the world's view. This
to be my guide while I was at
didn't solve world hunger, cure
the school, always. The cane
cancer, or unite all political
guy had a different plan. He
wanted me to use a cane, on my parties. But it was huge for me.
own, by myself. I was instantly God helped me to go right into
and through a difficult situation
incredulous. I said there was
that I had thought I could never
NO WAY I could EVER get
around the campus with just a manage. He had the mobility
cane. No, no, no. I can't do it, I person there, He had the other
students there, and He placed
can barely see. He said we'd
all of them at just the right time
talk about it some more the
to have me come to terms with
next day.
accepting my vision loss. The
Once I had some quiet solitude cane had been a negative symtime, I took some deep breaths bol to me, and now I had broand said, 'Lord, there's NO
ken free of that negative image.
WAY I can use a cane. Help
this mobility specialist person The first time I was given a
cane, I was completely offendto understand that.' At some
point, I sensed a quiet voice to ed. Who wouldn't be? I had no
intentions of losing any more of
say, “Others do it.” And I felt
my vision than what I had at
myself shifting, very slowly,
with some reluctance, over the that point in my life. At the
time, I had been required to
next few days. Others used a
surrender my driver's license
cane, and I needed to do this,
after failing a vision test, and
also.
that was as far as I could possiI worked with the cane instruc- bly cope with this whole vision
tor. I learned how to get feed- loss thing. I would not lose any
back from the cane, how to ori- more. But I did. I begged God
ent myself and memorize spac- not to let any more of my vision
Wendy F Fountain

• UNITING THEM IN THE FAMILY OF GOD •
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go, that I already had my quota,
it would be too much, please,
please, dear God in heaven,
don't let me lose any more of
my vision. I prayed that prayer
many, many times with no
sense of an answer. Gradually,
though, I began to feel a sense
of peace. I felt protected,
shielded.
It would be tidy if each person
could reach a quota of problems. But it doesn't work that
way. We do not know what
may happen in life, what problems we may encounter. There
is a passage in the Bible that
reads as follows: Don't be anxious about anything. But in
everything, through prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God.
And the peace of God which
transcends all understanding
will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.
(Philippians 4; just go ahead &
read the chapter.)
It's not saying don't worry, be
happy, although that's a fun
song. To pray about what you
are worrying about is the key.
You must truly trust the Lord to
take care of your worries. A
peace that will fill your heart
and your mind, and this peace
will be your guard. It can guard
you from worrying, worrying,
worrying about what will happen next. Having this Godgiven peace can prepare you to
deal with situations in a practical, calm way, such as finding
ways to adjust to a medical
Continued Page 4
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Con nued from page 3

condition, a financial dilemma, a physical limitation, a relationship problem.
I am not proud of my initial reactions to vision
loss. I am humbled to recall my reactions. I offer my experience now to you in hopes that you
can appreciate it. I do not want your pity, and I
know you don't want mine. You might have an
issue that is much more difficult than what I
have undergone. Or maybe it is much less.
The point is the focus needs to be turned from
our circumstances to the One in whom we can
place our trust, the One in whom we can always
depend, the One whose vision is far superior to
our limited vision, the One who not only sees and
knows our next step, but our complete future.
Place your faith and trust in Him. Pray for Him
to lead you through your circumstances. Even if
your prayer is all wrong like mine was that day at
the school, I am confident the Lord knows how to
filter through prayers that aren't the most wisely
phrased. You may not receive an answer right
away. Also, it may seem hard at first to accept
the answer you do receive. Whether it's a direction to take or whether it is a sense of peace in
difficult circumstances, you will be given that
special vision that God is present to lead, guide,
protect and provide throughout all our life.
Wendy Fountain
April 14, 2014

Date

A endance

1‐5‐14

103

1‐12‐14

88

1‐19‐14

102

1‐26‐14

99

2‐2‐14

118

2‐9‐14

100

2‐16‐14

92

2‐23‐14

90

3‐2‐14

95

3‐9‐14

99

3‐16‐14

100

3‐23‐14

102

3‐30‐14
4‐6‐14

108

4‐13‐14

101

4‐20‐14

130

4‐27‐14

115

2014 Average

102.6

Have you invited someone to aƩend church with you recently?

His Name is Jesus
by Max Lucado

HIS DEATH
Jesus... The palm that held the universe took the nail of a soldier. On the eve of the cross,
Jesus made His decision. He would rather go to hell for you than go to heaven without you.
HIS RESURRECTION
Jesus... The moment He removed the stone, He removed all reason for doubt. Christ's resur‐
rec on is an exploding flare announcing to all sincere seekers that it is safe to believe.
We now have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. I John 2:1
• EMPOWERING THEM

TO SERVE JESUS IN THE WORLD •

May‐June 2014

Bethlehem Star

Page 5

The following slate of oﬀers and commi ee members were approved at the 4‐13‐14 Business Mee ng to be eﬀec ve 7‐1‐14

Bethlehem Church Oﬃcers 2014‐2015
Oﬃce

Name

Term

Pastor

Vacant

None

2014 Indefinite

Clerk
Asst. Clerk

Bonnie Jones
Gail Walton

4 years
4 years

2012
2014

2016
2018

Treasurer
Asst. Treasurer

Nancy Ripley
Marcia Jones

4 years
4 years

2012
2014

2016
2018

Youth Ministries Director
Asst. Youth Director

Susan Fountain
4 years
Michelle Jones for unexpired term of Diane Dail 4 years

2014
2012

2018
2016

Sunday School Superintendent
Asst. Sunday School Superintendent

Freddy Jones for unexpired term of Rosa Cra
Chris Byron

4 years
4 years

2012
2014

2016
2018

Nursery Coordinator
Asst. Nursery Coordinator

Angie Williams
Michelle Jones

4 years
4 years

2012
2014

2016
2018

Vacant
Bonnie Jones

Indefinite

2011
2013
2014
2012
2011
2012
2013

2015
2017
2018
2016
2015
2016
2017

General Board
Pastor
Clerk
Chairman/Finance Commi ee/
Treasurer
Sunday School Superintendent
Youth Ministries Director
Nursery Coordinator
President/Ladies Auxiliary
Worship Leader
Chairman/Board of Deacons
Chairman/Board of Trustees
Chairman/Board of Ushers

Nancy Ripley
Rosa Cra
Susan Fountain
Angie Williams
Elvis Fountain
Jan Jones
Sherwood Fountain
Danny Walton
John Southerland

Board of Deacons Chairman
Board of Deacons
Board of Deacons
Board of Deacons
Board of Deacons
Board of Deacons
Board of Deacons

Sherwood Fountain
Stanley Cra
Ricky Dempsey
Darrell Edwards
Byron Fountain
Vernie Fountain
Freddy Jones

• Bringing Honor and Glory to God •

4 years
4 years
4 years
4 years
4 years
4 years
4 years

Begins

Ends
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Bethlehem Church Oﬃcers 2014‐2015
Oﬃce
Name
Board of Finance Chairman/Treasurer Nancy Ripley
Board of Finance /Trustee Chairman
Danny Walton
Board of Finance/Member At Large
Mary Hudson
Board of Finance/Member At Large
Chris Byron

Term
4 years
4 years
4 years
4 years

Begins
Ends
2012
2012
2012
2014

2016
2016
2016
2018

Board of Trustees Chairman
Board of Trustees
Board of Trustees
Board of Trustees

Danny Walton
Stanley Cra
John Grayson Cra
Sheldon Fountain

4 years
4 years
4 years
4 years

2012
2012
2014
2014

2016
2016
2018
2018

Board of Ushers Chairman
Board of Ushers
Board of Ushers

John Southerland
Herb Ripley
Jonathan Dempsey

3 years
3 years
3 years

2014
2013
2012

2017
2016
2015

Nomina ng Commi ee
Chairman/Board of Deacons Chairman
Chairman/Board of Ushers
President/Ladies' Auxiliary
Sunday School Superintendent
Member at Large/*Elected in January

Sherwood Fountain
John Southerland
Elvis Fountain
Rosa Cra
Susan Fountain

1 year

2014

2015

Publicity Commi ee
Publicity Commi ee

Jeri Fountain
Mary Jo Brown

2 years
2 years

2014
2013

2016
2015

Sign Commi ee

Peggy Williams
Ashlea Jones Brinkley

2 years
2 years

2014
2013

2016
2015

Other Ministries
Children's Church Ministry Director
Children's Church Ministry
Children's Church Ministry
Children's Church Ministry
Children's Church Ministry
Children's Church Ministry
Children's Church Ministry
Prayer Chain Director

Mallory Jones
Caron Fountain
Tiﬀany Fountain
Deborah Mar n
Aleisha Young

Elvis Fountain

• BRINGING HONOR AND GLORY TO GOD •
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Oﬃce

Bethlehem Church Oﬃcers 2014‐2015
Name

Newsle er
Newsle er

Jeri Fountain
Wendy F Fountain

Resource Center

Bonnie Jones

Senior Ministry/Chairman
Senior Ministry/Asst Chairman
Senior Ministry
Senior Ministry

Ricky Dempsey
Alyce Horne
Susan Dempsey
Rosa Cra

Music and Media Ministry
Worship Leader
Choir Director
Pianist
Pianist
Pianist
Pianist
Sound and Video Coordinator
Sound and Video Technician
Sound and Video Technician
Sound and Video Technician
Media delivery to shut in
Media delivery to shut in
Media delivery to shut in

Jan Jones
Vernie Fountain
Susan Fountain
Marcia Jones
Lori Price
Vicki Quinn
Vernie Fountain
Byron Fountain
Jan Jones
Danny Walton
Mary Jo Brown
Zelma Mar n
Lorraine Stroud
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Term

Begins

Ends

1996
1996
1996
2012
2012
2012

May is Children’s Home Month - Change for Children Campaign
Save your change every day this month as an offering to the Children’s Home
The Free Will Bap st Children’s Home is a place of security and stability for children who need it. They come to the Home from all
across eastern North Carolina, vic ms of unhealthy living condi ons, exploita on and abuse of all types.
For more than 90 years, the FWB Children’s Home has provided for the physical, mental, educa onal and spiritual needs of chil‐
dren. Addi onally, they have built rela onships and friendships that will go with them throughout their lives.
Children live on campus in one of five co ages in a family‐style se ng. Some children are placed through the Family Foster Care
program in licensed foster homes.
Your support in the past has been very instrumental in promo ng the success and longevity of the Home. The con nued success
in reaching out to and in ministering to children is proof posi ve of the dedica on of His people to provide for children in need.
See Campus Needs List, page 14

• EMPOWERING THEM

TO SERVE JESUS IN THE WORLD •
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commi ee con nues to receive and review applica ons and
video submissions from prospec ve candidates. Based on the
Bethlehem OFWB Church met for the quarterly conference to
preliminary survey of the church members and regular
conduct business oﬃciated by the Reverend Chris Singleton.
a endees, and prayerful considera on by the commi ee, it is
We sincerely appreciate his willingness to serve at our quarterly
the recommenda on of the Pulpit Commi ee that the church
conferences in the absence of a pastor.
consider full me pastorate if and when the Lord provides a
Reports were received from each of the ministry department
candidate who is willing to serve in that capacity. The com‐
heads.
mi ee may make recommenda on to the church body for an
interim
pastorate as the search con nues. We have been
Deacon:
Chairman Sherwood Fountain reported on benevolent ma ers blessed with several supply speakers who have delivered mely
addressed by the deacons in the past quarter and commended and per nent messages each Sunday. The commi ee solicits
the church for the coopera on and sense of unity as we con n‐ any sugges ons or input from the church body for any candi‐
dates that should be considered.
ue to search for a pastor.
Report of 4‐13‐14 Business Mee ng

Finance Commi ee:
Ladies’ Auxiliary:
President Elvis Fountain reported on the ac vi es of the Auxilia‐ Treasurer Nancy Ripley reported a net increase in treasury bal‐
ry and solicited addi onal par cipa on by ladies in the church. ance in excess of $20,000.00 from the last mee ng.
General Board:
The General Board presented a dra for revision of the Cons ‐
tu on and Bylaws, which was last amended in 2005. The most
significant revisions involved the reduc on of terms of most
oﬃces from four years to two years. This change is recommend‐
ed due to mul ple responses to nomina ng commi ee inquiries
with prospec ve candidates that the four year term was too
long and they preferred to commit to a shorter term in oﬃce.

Sunday School:
Rita Fountain presented the Sunday School department report
on behalf of Superintendent Rosa Cra . A endance remains
steady and the need for teachers and assistants was expressed.

Trustee:
Chairman Danny Walton reported that only rou ne mainte‐
nance was necessary during the last quarter. The commi ee is
considering recommenda on for the replacement of the carpet
Other revisions were proposed to change some oﬃces to be er in the auditorium by next quarterly conference.
address the current ministry structure so as not to hinder eﬀec‐ Youth:
ve and eﬃcient ministry.
Susan Fountain reported that Bethlehem Youth had a ended
the “Gods Not Dead” movie recently and all were blessed by the
powerful presenta on of the gospel message. Bethlehem Youth
also par cipated in the March Madness Basketball at the FWB
Children’s Home in March and her pleasure in seeing our youth
It is recommended that the church address the property line
step up to the plate and serve in the concessions and minister
discrepancies at the Parsonage property as it would be unadvis‐
to the residents at the Children’s Home. Addi onally, funds
able to invest in the needed renova ons to the dwelling struc‐
were raised and sent to the Children’s Home for their a end‐
ture without first having the property line issue resolved.
ance to the “Gods Not Dead” movie.
The General Board joins with the Pulpit Commi ee recommen‐
da on to the body that the church should consider full me
pastorate candidates as the Lord leads and provides.

The board has considered changing the church opera ons cal‐
endar from the historical fiscal year to calendar year and recom‐
mends to the church body that the change be considered. This
was not voted on as it will be addressed with the Cons tu on
and Bylaws revision
Pulpit Commi ee;
Commi ee Chairman Freddy Jones reported that the pulpit

Music/Media Ministry:
Vernie Fountain reported that the Music/Media Department
incurred expense for replacement of the acous c piano in the
fellowship hall due to a broken bridge in the bo om of the
soundboard. Technician Carlos Cannon from Cannon’s Piano
service was called and an es mate of in excess of $1500.00 was

• BRINGING HONOR AND GLORY TO GOD •

Con nued next page…..
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Report on Business MeeƟng—Con nued from previous page….. and consider a full me pastorate. This necessitated a change in
the Ministerial Service por on of the budget to bring the total
quoted for the necessary repairs which would require removing
more in line with what will be needed to adequately compen‐
the strings, replacement of the wood block, drilling for pins and
sate a full me pastor. The budget was approved with a minor
restringing. A replacement was purchased for $1495.00, a used
adjustment, transferring addi onal funds from the Music/Media
piano that came from a funeral home. The old damaged piano
Ministry to the Ministerial Service por on of the budget. There
was released to Canon’s Piano service for disposal to avoid p‐
may be need for further adjustments in the budget if and when
ping fees at the landfill.
a full me pastor comes on board. We have been blessed and
A group no fica on system was implemented for departments God has provided our needs in the past and we believe that He
to have the ability to send one message to groups in the church. will supply our needs for ministry in the future as long as we
The capacity exists for a message to be sent to the en re church earnestly seek His will and way for ministry at Bethlehem.
body as well as subgroups such as Deacons, Ladies’ Auxiliary,
Report of Expansion Research:
Prayer Chain, Youth Department, Sunday School Department,
Pending from last mee ng, Danny Walton reported on research
etc. This service con nues to be tweaked, adding and elimi‐
on costs for the expansion, Phase 3 of the building project
na ng phone numbers when requested.
which consists of a large mul ‐purpose structure behind the
Considera on is being given to providing phone and internet
auditorium, between the Educa onal Wing and what now
connec vity at the church. There have been several requests
serves as the Fellowship Hall. The plans for this structure would
from various aspects of the ministry that have expressed that
include gymnasium equipment for youth ac vi es as well as
the access would be beneficial. This con nues to be evaluated
capacity to accommodate concerts, movies, wedding recep ons
considering budgetary constraints for the next fiscal year.
and other events and would essen ally become the fellowship
hall. The exis ng Fellowship Hall structure would be retrofi ed
No Easter Cantata was selected this year in an eﬀort to hold
into classrooms, oﬃces and storage.
down expenses and to give the choir a break. Considera on is
being given for a Christmas Cantata in December.

Research yielded a rough es mated figure for turn key structure
from Morton Construc on in Jacksonville in an amount exceed‐
Business Brought to the Floor:
ing $1,000,000.00. Another rough es mate was presented by
Delegate to Annual Conven on 5/21‐22/14
Blizzard Construc on for between $600,000.00 and
A delegate is needed to a end the Annual Conven on at Uni‐
versity of Mount Olive. The floor was opened for volunteers. No $700,000.00. The report was presented for informa on and no
mo on was made to take further ac on at the mee ng.
one stepped up and Sherwood Fountain indicated that we
would give members me to consider the opportunity and a
delegate would be selected to a end.

The mee ng was adjourned with prayer.

From my perspec ve, there was considerable informa on pre‐
sented which resulted in good discussion by the membership.
Nomina on of Oﬃcers and Commi ee Members:
Paper copies of the proposed revisions to the Cons tu on and
The Nomina ng Commi ee presented their recommended
Bylaws were provided to those who wanted them and a pdf
nomina ons for the oﬃces whose terms expire at fiscal year
ending 6‐30‐14 as well as oﬃces where vacancy arose from res‐ version placed online in the Newsle er and Document Archive
Tab at www.bethlehemfwbchurch.org.
vef
igna on of the oﬃcer. The nomina ons were accepted as pre‐
sented and approved by acclama on.
Oﬀering for Gideons, Interna onal
Budget:
On April 13, 2014, Ernie Lee spoke at Bethlehem on be‐
The Finance Commi ee presented the 2014‐2015 fiscal year
half of Gideons, Interna onal. What a blessing we re‐
budget proposal totaling $157,525..00 which is very near the
total budget for the previous fiscal year. The major adjustment ceived from the message he delivered from God’s word.
in the budget was made to address the recommenda on by the A love oﬀering of $399.00 was received for Gideons, In‐
terna onal.
General Board and Pulpit Commi ee that the church prepare

• BRINGING HONOR AND GLORY TO GOD •
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Jesus Is Coming.
by Vernie E. Fountain
Jesus is coming. There are few who have
not heard those words. It has been pro‐
claimed on radio, television, internet and
behind pulpits across our land and around
the world. Jesus is coming. Jesus IS com‐
ing. As I think about it, I have pondered on
the thought, If I really believe that Jesus is
coming and that He could come at any
me, how should I respond? What am I
doing about it? The response to that ques‐
on is very important.

depth of love. So, He paid the price for
our sins, each and every one of them,
past, present and future, all the way to
eternity. The price has been paid in full,
the gi of salva on is open and available
to each and every one who will receive it.
Romans 10:9 ‐10 tell us how we receive
God’s great gi . “That if thou shalt confess
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt
believe in thine heart that God hath raised
Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.
For with the heart man believes unto
righteousness; and with the mouth con‐
fession is made unto salva on”

Page 10
Every day, we see developments in the
unrest in the Middle East, Ukraine, Russia,
Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq and Egypt. These
developments are clearly prophesied in
God’s Word and will come to pass.

Egypt has fallen into the hands of Muslim
extremism and will become aligned
against Israel. Jesus is coming.
The Islamic na ons are already posturing
for the destruc on of Israel. Jesus is com‐
ing.
Russia is again flexing its muscle in a res‐
urrec on to power which will come to
play in the final events. Jesus is coming.
My friend, that is the message of the gos‐ Israel will be surrounded with na ons that
I must first address the necessary re‐
sponse for one who has yet to yield their pel, plain and simple. Accept the fact that will seek her annihila on. Jesus is coming.
you are a sinner, Believe that Christ died
I’m sure you have no ced how impotent
heart and life to Jesus. The appropriate
for your sins and Confess your surrender the United States has become. We are no
response for one without Christ is to re‐
and acceptance of his gi applied to your longer a deterrent to the evil inten ons
pent, confessing their sins and asking Je‐
sus to cleanse and save them. God’s word heart and life. Salva on is complete. Your of Islam and Russia. Jesus is coming.
clearly states that the only way to be pre‐ sins are forgiven. When you stand before
All these things speak plainly to me that
pared to enter into eternity where we will God he will not see your sinfulness. He
the stage is being set for major upheaval
will see the blood of His Son which has
stand before a holy God is to accept His
in world government. God will be step‐
cleansed everyone who has believed on
Son Jesus as Savior and Lord. No one is
ping in to protect his chosen na on, Israel.
His Son.
able to stand before Him in that day in
It won’t be long…. Jesus is coming.
their own righteousness. Scriptures teach
I must admit that I don’t fully comprehend
that “All have sinned and come short of
Friends, are you convinced? Jesus is com‐
how and why God would go to such
the glory of God.” Romans 3:23. So no
ing. Jesus IS coming. The signs of the
lengths to save lost and dying sinners such
one is exempt. We all are in need of a
mes suggest it won’t be long… What are
as me, but, I believe He did just that. Now
Savior. The penalty for our sins is death.
you doing about it?
that I have accepted Christ, the Holy Spirit
Romans 6:23 states, “For the wages of sin
confirms in my heart that I am saved and I Do you have family members that have
is death; but the gi of God is eternal life
will not have to pay the price for my sins
not accepted Jesus as Savior? Jesus is
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Our sin
when I stand before Holy God on judg‐
coming!
debt will be paid, either by us or by Jesus.
ment day. Jesus did it for me on Calvary. Do you have neighbors who are un‐
That verse tells us that God extends a gi
Hallelujah!
churched and/or have not accepted Je‐
to us, eternal life in Jesus. Romans 5:8
sus? Jesus is coming!
tells us that even though God knows our
Now that I am saved, having truly accept‐
Are there co‐workers who do not profess
sinfulness, He s ll loves us. “But God
ed Jesus as Savior and Lord, the Holy Spirit
Jesus as their Savior? Jesus is coming!
commendeth his love toward us, in that,
con nues to bring the issue forward in my
Are there people who you meet that you
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for heart and mind. Jesus is coming! What
observe are fran cally struggling in life,
us.” That’s the awful and yet wonderfully am I doing about it? What should I be
searching for peace? Jesus is coming!
awesome reality of Easter. His sacrificial
doing about Jesus’ coming? Is there some‐
death on Calvary to pay for your sins and thing every believer should be doing?
Con nued next page……..
mine. We can’t imagine that degree and
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Continued from previous page….. plain. We must not neglect it. We must
tell others about Jesus.

I dare say that each of us would have to
answer in the aﬃrma ve for each of
these ques ons. Do you care enough
about their eternal des ny that you
would share Jesus with them? Jesus is
coming!

A er Jesus rose from the tomb, he ap‐
peared with his disciples for 40 days and
then ascended into heaven. Before He
le , He promised that He would send
power to them that would enable them to
accomplish His Kingdom work according
We have all heard messages based on the
to his will. That power was delivered by
great commission found in Ma hew
the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. His disciples
28:19‐20. “Go ye therefore, and teach all
were equipped to eﬀec vely spread the
na ons, bap zing them in the name of
gospel message everywhere they went.
the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost: Teaching them to observe all
That power is available to you and me
things whatsoever I have commanded
today. We have to be willing vessels for
you: an, lo, I am with you always, even
the Spirit’s filling so that we are no longer
unto the end of the world. Amen.”
impotent but mighty warriors in the faith.
This is a command not an op on. It’s a
command we can no longer aﬀord to ig‐
nore. Jesus is coming! We must seek the
lost and persuade them to accept Jesus.
Jesus is coming!

It would be easy to become discouraged
at the con nued deteriora on in world
aﬀairs, but, Jesus is coming! That helps
me keep things in perspec ve. As God’s
child, I am ready and am looking forward
in an cipa on of that day when he splits
My brothers and sisters at Bethlehem.
the clouds and I am changed, in the twin‐
You and I have a tremendous responsibil‐
kling of an eye, from my weak and sinful
ity and opportunity to reach out beyond
condi on into a pure, blood‐washed, sin‐
the walls of the auditorium and class‐
less man who will dwell throughout eter‐
rooms into the surrounding communi es.
nity in heavenly places. Some mes I catch
We are physically located at Fountain‐
myself thinking, come on Lord, come to‐
town Crossroads in Duplin County, NC
day. I don’t want to con nue to wait.
with roads in four direc ons that lead into
That was John’s sen ment as he penned
surrounding communi es where people
the scripture found in Rev 22:20. He
live and more are moving in all the me.
which tes fieth these things saith, Surely I
We are also at a spiritual crossroads. We come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord
have choices to make. Jesus is coming.
Jesus. KJV
We must decide to take up the cross and
But then, the Spirit brings back to mind
share its wonderful message to our fami‐
the job that he has called you and me to
ly, friends, neighbors as well as strangers
finish. We must reach those who are lost.
who God places in our path.
I know you are thinking that you don’t
feel comfortable discussing these ma ers
with someone. You don’t feel qualified to
be a messenger for God. But His com‐
mandment is clear, our responsibility is
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ER them to serve Jesus in the world; To
bring Honor and Glory to God. Now its
me to stand up from the comfort of our
pews, step out into the isle, out the door
and into the surrounding communi es
and get to work.
Jesus is coming. My brothers and sisters,
Jesus is coming! We must be about the
kingdom work. Jesus is coming. We must
earnestly seek God’s face for the Spirit’s
enablement because we cannot and will
not accomplish it on our own. Please
pray with me and for me that God will
move us into ac on to accomplish His
command to Go and Tell. Jesus is com‐
ing!
And, behold, I come quickly; and my re‐
ward is with me, to give every man ac‐
cording as his work shall be. Rev 22:12
KJV
vef

National Day of Prayer
5-1-14
Prayer is America's Hope

No ocean can hold it back.
No river can overtake it.
No whirlwind can go faster.
No army can defeat it.
No law can stop it.
No distance can slow it.
No disease can cripple it.
No force on earth is more
powerful or effective
than the power of prayer.
May your unfailing love rest upon us, O Lord, even as we put
our hope in you. Psalm 33:22

Through the years of Joe and Billie Ard’s
ministry at Bethlehem, God clearly led in
Please pray for America, not
the development of our mission state‐
ment: To LEAD people to Jesus; To UNITE just on May 1st, but every day.
them into the family of God; To EMPOW‐
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TO SERVE JESUS IN THE WORLD •
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How beautiful is the day that is touched
by love…

SHERYL RIPLEY and
REX HARGROVE
Invite you to celebrate love
as we exchange our marriage vows on
Saturday, June 7, 2014
at three o’clock in the afternoon
at
Bethlehem Original Freewill Baptist Church
Reception following
at
Back Swamp Community Center

Please RSVP no later than May 25, 2014

FWB Children's Home Campus Needs

By e-mail: SherylRex060714@gmail.com

Bed pillows

Or call 910-389-3303

Cloth mattress covers-twin size
Registered at Bed, Bath & Beyond,

Zip Lock Bags (gallon and quart)***

Lowe’s, and Home Depot

Plastic clothes hangers
Personal Hygiene Items: Antiperspirant for girls and boys,
bar soap, toothpaste
Body Lotion
Cleaning Supplies (pine-sol, Fabuloso, bathroom cleaners,
kitchen cleaners)
Trash Bags (13 gallon or larger)
Microwave Oven (large capacity, high wattage)
Plastic shoe boxes with lids
Hair Combs and Brushes
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PRAYER REQUESTS
PRAYER CHANGES THINGS
Please make petition for these who have asked to be remembered as we pray.
Johnnie & Tammi Albertson
Joe and Billie Ard

Children’s Home

Art & Marcia Brown

Faye Ives

Church Leaders

Franklin Brown

Geno Jones

Nominating Committee

Frances Brown

Reba Jones

Pulpit Committee

Kimberly Bryan

Ronald Lanier

Youth

Rosa Craft

Bill & Mary Nobles

Military Leaders

Tommy Dempsey

Cecil Raynor

National Leaders

Pauline Edwards

Danny Shepard

Clifton Fountain

Linda Whitehurst

Elton Fountain

Guy Williams

Helen Fountain

Jolly Williams

Intimacy with God

Marvin & Reba Fountain

W. H. Willis

Praise To God

Lottie Fountain

Doris Wood

Salvation of Lost

Sherry Fountain

Spiritual Growth

Wendy F. Fountain

Thanksgiving

C W Futrell

Wisdom & Discernment

The Bethlehem Prayer Chain actively responds to your requests for prayer.
Contact Prayer Chain Director Elvis Fountain at 324-4637 to report your requests. Shortly thereafter, the prayer team is activated and your requests will be raised in a concert of prayer by our
active prayer team.
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A le er from Ashley & Leah Trogdon regarding CAMP OASIS

Hello Friends:
We have some exciting news to share concerning our continued efforts to reach “At Risk” youth in Eastern North Carolina. We operated Camp
Crusaders for five years. This began with Leah and I having a burden for reaching “At Risk” youth. By reaching them to provide a youth camp for
them and hopefully intervene in their unique situations.
We have undergone some changes since last summer. The first is the change of our name to “Camp Oasis” and an updated mission statement to
better clarify the target outreach. Further, through our growth in the past five years we have deemed it necessary to improve the quality of our
service by adding a camp board. Those chosen to serve on the camp board are individuals which have been associated with us since the beginning,
they understand our philosophy, so together we can improve the quality of camp and the outreach of “Camp Oasis”.
The most important change, I believe, is beginning in the summer of 2015 we will operate two separate camps. The first will be for boys ages 6 15. The board has made this decision based on these facts: the majority of our problems which have occurred have been gender related, that quite
often staff who may be qualified to help one gender may in fact be a detriment with the other gender, and by having gender separation we will
have the opportunity to focus more clearly on the individual camper.
As we move forward with these plans and due to the construction plans for Camp Vendermere our board has decided to offer a one day Camp
Festival this year. We are going to reach out to all alumni from the past; continue to reach kids now and build for the future. The Camp Oasis
Festival will be held Saturday, July 26 at the Woodmen Camp located in Dover, NC in the community of Fort Barnwell. The camp is on
Hwy 55 between Kinston and New Bern.
We invite each of you to get involved this summer for the Camp Oasis Festival. We ask that you take a look around your church and within your
communities for those kids from families that meet the criteria for “At Risk”. Once you have targeted kids that meet these criteria please refer
them to us and we will send informational packets so they can register for the event. We would also like to invite you or someone from your community to attend with them to the festival. We will also encourage each campter to bring their families to the festival.
We ask that you pray that the Holy Spirit will lay on your heart those kids in your community that meet the criteria. We ask that you especially
consider those who are unchurched and that need the good news of the Gospel. The preferred age of camper is from 6 - 15 years of age. However,
we will review other age groups on a case by case basis.
We have not set a numeric goal for the festival and will reach as many as possible. We will be offering this at no cost for attendees. Therefore, we
will need to raise funds necessary to provide an excellent festival day for all the kids and their families who do attend. We plan to provide snacks,
drinks, and a noon meal during the event. We also have to pay for the day rental of the camp we are using. We need your financial gifts to help
make the Camp Oasis Festival a success.
We ask you consider making a tax deductible donation to the address provided:
Camp Oasis
546 Norman Road
Blounts Creek, NC 27814
If you choose to sponsor and make a financial donation to assist Camp Oasis in operational expenses this year please make all checks payable to “Camp Oasis”.
If you choose to assist financially please do not make checks payable to any other person or entity except Camp Oasis.
We will provide you with a tax receipt at the end of the fiscal year.
As we get closer to the festival date we will be seeking volunteers. Please call Leah at, 252-375-0377 to volunteer. Thank you for anything you
can do to help us!
Sincerely,
Ashley & Leah Trogdon
For additional information:
Ashley & Leah Trogdon
546 Norman Road
Blounts Creek, NC 27814

CAMP OASIS FESTIVAL DAY
July 26, 2014 10:00 AM—5:00 PM
Free admission. A endees must have a referral to a end.
Swimming, basketball, cra s and many more events. Live band.
Lunch provided at 1:00 PM
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THE BIRTH OF THE HYMN "PRECIOUS LORD"
Back in 1932, I was a fairly new husband. My wife, Nettie and I were
living in a little apartment on Chicago 's south side. One hot August
afternoon I had to go to St. Louis where I was to be the featured soloist
at a large revival meeting. I didn't want to go; Nettie was in the last
month of pregnancy with our first child, but a lot of people were expecting me in St. Louis . I kissed Nettie goodbye, clattered downstairs
to our Model A and, in a fresh Lake Michigan breeze, chugged out of
Chicago on Route 66.
However, outside the city, I discovered that in my anxiety at leaving, I
had forgotten my music case. I wheeled around and headed back.
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wanted to go back to that jazz world I once knew so well. But then, as I
hunched alone in that dark apartment those first sad days, I thought
back to the afternoon I went to St. Louis .
Something kept telling me to stay with Nettie. Was that something
God? Oh, if I had paid more attention to Him that day, I would have
stayed and been with Nettie when she died.
From that moment on I vowed to listen more closely to Him. But still I
was lost in grief. Everyone was kind to me, especially one friend. The
following Saturday evening he took me up to Maloney's Poro College,
a neighborhood music school. It was quiet; the late evening sun crept
through the curtained windows.

I sat down at the piano, and my hands began to browse over the keys.
I found Nettie sleeping peacefully. I hesitated by her bed; something
Something happened to me then. I felt at peace. I felt as though I could
was strongly telling me to stay, but eager to get on my way, and not
wanting to disturb Nettie, I shrugged off the feeling and quietly slipped reach out and touch God. I found myself playing a melody. Once in my
head they just seemed to fall into place: 'Precious Lord, take my hand,
out of the room with my music.
lead me on, let me stand, I am tired, I am weak, I am worn, through the
The next night, in the steaming St. Louis heat, the crowd called on me storm, through the night, lead me on to the light, take my hand, preto sing again and again. When I finally sat down, a messenger boy ran cious Lord, lead me home.'
up with a Western Union telegram. I ripped open the envelope....
The Lord gave me these words and melody, He also healed my spirit. I
Pasted on the yellow sheet were the words:
learned that when we are in our deepest grief, when we feel farthest
from God, this is when He is closest, and when we are most open to
YOUR WIFE JUST DIED.
His restoring power.
People were happily singing and clapping around me, but I could hardAnd so I go on living for God willingly and joyfully, until that day
ly keep from crying out. I rushed to a phone and called home. All I
comes
when He will take me and gently lead me home.
could hear on the other end was "Nettie is dead. Nettie is dead.'"
When I got back, I learned that Nettie had given birth to a boy. I
swung between grief and joy. Yet that same night, the baby died. I
buried Nettie and our little boy together, in the same casket. Then I fell
apart. For days I closeted myself. I felt that God had done me an injustice. I didn't want to serve Him anymore or write gospel songs I just

…..Thomas Andrew Dorsey
Thomas Dorsey was a blues bandleader who, after becoming a Christian, turned to writing gospel music, and penned over a thousand gospel hymns during his lifetime.
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M AY 2014
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

Fri
2

Sat
3
5K Run/Walk
FWB
Children's
Home

4

5

10:00 Sunday School

VBS Planning
Meeting

11:00 Worship

6

7

8

9

STOP
Hunger
Now

7:00 Bible Study
Youth Meetings
8:00 Choir Rehearsal

11

12

13

Mother’s Day

14
Youth Meetings
8:00 Choir Rehearsal

11:00 Worship

18

19

10:00 Sunday School
11:00 Worship

Youth Convention
at Mount Olive
University

25
10:00 Sunday School
11:00 Worship
3:00 General Board

15

7:00 Bible Study

10:00 Sunday School

26

10

20

21

22

“Monumental”
6:30 pm movie at
University of
Mount Olive

Annual Convention Annual Convention
of OFWB
of OFWB

16

17

Youth Convention
at Mount Olive
University

Youth Convention
at Mount Olive
University

23

24

30

31

7:00 Bible Study
Youth Meetings

Free admission

8:00 Choir Rehearsal

27

28

29

7:00 Bible Study
Youth Meetings
8:00 Choir Rehearsal

• BRINGING HONOR AND GLORY TO GOD •

May– June 2014

Bethlehem Star

Page 21

J UNE 2014
Sun
1

Mon
2

Tue
3

Wed
4

11:00 Worship

5

6

7

12

13

14

19

20

21

26

27

28

8:00 Choir Rehearsal

9

10

11
7:00 Bible Study

10:00 Sunday School
11:00 Worship

Youth Meetings

Graduation Sunday

8:00 Choir Rehearsal

16

17

Father’s Day

18
7:00 Bible Study
Youth Meetings

10:00 Sunday School

8:00 Choir Rehearsal

11:00 Worship

22

23

24

25
7:00 Bible Study

10:00 Sunday School
11:00 Worship

Youth Meetings
8:00 Choir Rehearsal

29

Sat

Youth Meetings

Harold Jones—
Foreign Missions

15

Fri

7:00 Bible Study

10:00 Sunday School

8

Thu

30

10:00 Sunday School
11:00 Worship
Fifth Sunday Sing The Collisons
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