The newsletter of Bethlehem Original Free Will Baptist Church

March - April 2014
Our purpose at Bethlehem is:
To Lead people to Jesus
To Unite them in the family of God,
To Empower them to serve
Jesus in the world,
And to Bring honor and glory to God.
God.

Upcoming Events:
3-1-14

UMO Sunday School Workshops
See Rosa Craft or Rita Fountain

Photo by Vicki Quinn

Celebrating 100 years of ministry!
Regularly Scheduled Activities and Opportunities

Sunday

10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service

Wednesday 7:00 PM Bible Study

3-1-14

Northeast Women’s Conference

3-2-14

General Board Meeting

3-6-14

Deacons & Ladies Auxiliary Meetings

3-9-14

Budget Submission Deadline

3-15-14

Whitney Brown Baby Shower

3-16-14

Tori Jones VanBuren Baby Shower

3-23-14

Foreign Missions Telethon

3-23-14

Bridal Shower for Samantha Fountain

3-29-14

March Madness @ FWB Children’s Home
Bethlehem vs. Children’s Home.

Youth Meetings
8:00 PM Choir Rehearsal

Quarterly Business Meetings and
Communion Services are scheduled on
announced Sunday evenings in January,
April, July and October.
•

LEADING

•

UNITING

See Coach Chris Byron to sign up.
4-13-14

Business Meeting

4-16-14

Revival - Speaker Dr. David Hines

4-17-14

Revival - Speaker Crandall Fountain

4-18-14

Revival/Communion - Spkr C. Fountain

4-20-14

Easter

5-10-14

Stop Hunger Now Meal Packing Party

5/16-18/14

2014 Youth Convention of Original FWB
University of Mount Olive (see page 11)

•

EQUIPPING

•

SERVING

•
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March Birthdays

April Birthdays

1

Danny Walton

2

A. D. Jones

Allen McClenny

Ted Williams

Susan Dempsey

8

Mel Fowler

4

Chris Brock

7

Donnie Quinn

9

Michelle Jones

14

Darrell Edwards

14

Wendy F. Fountain

15

Johnnie Albertson

16

Bella Brock

19

Billy Jo Ard

17

Carolyn Brown

Jo Ann Latham

19

Ronald Lanier

11

Cassie Fountain
Mary Jo Borwn

Brent Fountain

20

Jade Jones

21

Faye Ives

23

Katie Bryan

26

Drake Young

21

Jan Jones

30

Plina F. Greene

23

Tiffany Fountain

24

Joyce Fountain

28

Levi James Fountain

30

Dee Quinn

Taylor Jones
20

Vicki Quinn

Anniversaries
3-1

Donna Lanier

Danny Bryan

Stanley & Rosa Craft
Darrell & Pauline Edwards

3-5

Tony & Melody Strickland

3-29 Jason and Heather B Young
4-14 George & Betty Bryan
4-15 Allen & Kim McClenny
4-24 Charlie & Chasity Brown
4-29 Danny & Kimberly Bryan

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS
This newsletter is an opportunity for ministry. Become involved. Ask God to lay something on your heart that you
could share with the body to uplift and encourage someone.
We are now accepting materials for the next publication for
May-June edition. Don’t wait until the last minute.
Submissions for publication and corrections should be submitted to vernie.fountain@centurylink.net or jerifountain@yahoo.com

• LEADING PEOPLE TO JESUS •
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challenge to rebuild God’s ministry in Vandemere.

CAMP VANDEMERE, INC.
News from Camp Vandemere
On behalf of the Board of Directors of Camp Vandemere,
Inc., we would like to share information about the progress
of your camp ministry. As all of you know, we started our
capital campaign after the Eastern Conference met on
Thursday, October 24 of last year. We are making every
effort to keep each supporter and interested party informed of our progress. We will continuously send out
updates in an effort to not leave anyone out! We have
mailed this information to each church clerk already!
Just to remind everyone of the details surrounding our
campaign, we are securing a construction loan from Church
Finance Association in the amount of $550,000.00. Two of
the requirements we have to meet before we begin construction are:
1. We must possess $150,000.00 in a cash account with
Church Finance Association.
2. We must have pledges from churches, individuals or
others totaling $250,000.00 over a period of five years.
Understand completely, construction cannot begin until
“BOTH” requirements are met.
I am happy to report, as of January 31, 2014, we have
$103,832.15 in the cash donations and $197,200.00 in
church and other pledges! God is good all the time. When
we began our campaign, we set a tentative start date of
February 1, 2014. As of now, we have had to move that
date to March 1, 2014. We encourage everyone to continue your fundraising efforts. We are extremely close to the
time we can begin construction. We do want to encourage
you to make plans to return next year or maybe even the
latter part of this year for a retreat or mini-camp. We will
continue to update our emails and web page
(campvandemere.com) every week! God has richly blessed
this ministry and will continue to do so if we keep Him first
in all things. We are so near our construction goal set before us through those who have already stepped up to the

All we need is that one last thrust of energy and financing to
enable us to begin building. Please continue to pray that we, as
His servants, make the right choices and go in His direction this
upcoming year. Again, we know that; “where there is no vision,
the people perish.” We are reminded of a statement that was
made in a church service just recently: “we cannot rely on last
year’s accomplishments to carry us through the coming
year. Many things were accomplished last year, but now is the
time to make the next step towards the overall vision for Camp
Vandemere. We are well underway to being able to operate!
The existing vision from years past when the property at
Vandemere was purchased is quickly becoming a reality. Please
be reminded that the overall vision includes four more buildings
(18 room lodge, conference center, chapel that seats 300, kitchen/dining hall that seats 300), along with outside gazebos and
shelters! We do trust that everyone understands why we haven’t begun construction with the monies we already have; before
we can start construction, we have to have the loan from
Church Finance Association. To acquire this loan, ALL of the loan
requirements MUST be met. It is ESSENTIAL that we have the
two listed above before we can get this loan. Please understand
how important it is for us to meet this financial goal quickly! We
don’t need to go another summer without having as many
camps as possible!
We have been blessed with an offer from the Wilmington Celebration Choir to hold a concert as a fundraiser for the camp.
This is scheduled for April 12, 2014 at Jackson Heights OFWB
Church in Kinston. The concert will be combined with a meal.
The meal (BBQ Pork and BBQ Chicken, with all the trimmings
and homemade desserts) will be served from 4:30 PM until 6:30
PM that afternoon and the concert begins at 7:00 PM. The meal
cost will be $10 and the concert will be $15. Advanced combination ticket will be $20; the cost at the door will be $25.
Also, we will hold a silent auction during the dinner hours. We
have several items that have been donated for sale. Some of the
items will be unique to Camp Vandemere! I’m sure everyone
will enjoy this!
We would also like to say thanks to all that have already contributed to either of these loan requirements and to ask for
your continued prayer support!
God bless you,
Again, on behalf of the Board of Directors of Camp Vandemere,
Inc. we say thanks.
Contact Information:
Victor Jones, Chairman of the Board of Directors--252-559-3876
Rick Price, Director - 252-670-9775

• UNITING THEM IN THE FAMILY OF GOD •
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The Gift of Giving
by Vernie E. Fountain
“Give, and it shall be given unto you; good
measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give
into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.” This promise, found in
Luke 6:38 (KJV) works whenever it is put
into practice. God gives back more than
we can ever give. We can never out-give
God. When we do not give, we rob ourselves of one of God’s richest blessings –
the gift of giving.
Now I expect that your thoughts have
already gone to what we most often think
about when the subject of giving comes
up. Money. You most likely have already
thought: here comes another attempt at
persuasion to give up some of that hard
earned money.
Spend a few minutes to review with me
what God’s word has to say about giving.
Our giving financially should not be motivated by the expectation that we will receive financially more than we gave, although, God may choose to bless in that
way. Our motive for giving of our finances
should be motivated by our love for God
and as an act of trust in Him that we do
not rely on our own resources alone but
depend on Him, and trust that He will supply our every need, beyond what we could
ask or imagine.
In the Old Testament, we are introduced
to the principal of giving a tithe. The tithe
is first mentioned in Genesis, “Then
Abram gave Melchizedek a tenth of all the
goods he had recovered.” Gen 14:20 NLT.
This act by Abram was in response to
God’s blessing him in recovering all that
had been taken from Lot during the con-

quest against Sodom and Gomorrah. In
Numbers and Deuteronomy we begin to
see God’s institution of the act of the giving of tithes. In Deuteronomy 14:23 (NLT)
we read, “Bring this tithe to the designated place of worship—the place the Lord
your God chooses for his name to be honored—and eat it there in his presence.
This applies to your tithes of grain, new
wine, olive oil, and the firstborn males of
your flocks and herds. Doing this will
teach you always to fear the Lord your
God.” This scripture helps us to see one
of God’s purposes for this institution. It
teaches man that he should not depend
upon himself alone for his sustenance, but
trust in God as the ultimate source and
supply for everything.
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able to make all grace abound toward
you; that ye, always having all sufficiency
in all things, may abound to every good
work:” KJV Many references in scripture
regarding the tithe indicate a tenth of
your increase as the appropriate or acceptable amount for the tithe. In this reference in 2 Cor. we see what God really
expects is a willing offering from the heart
of his children. Whatever the amount, if it
is given as an offering to God, it will be
blessed. What may be a bountiful gift for
you may be a sparing gift for me or vice
versa. But the important thing is that our
gifts be given with a heart willing to offer
whatever the amount is to God for His use
and control. Remembering God’s abundant provision displaces the fear that
often prevents us from the generous givIn Malachi, Scripture says, “Bring ye all the
ing of our finances.
tithes into the storehouse, that there may
be meat in mine house, and prove me
That’s enough about the financial aspects
now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I of giving. Let’s consider other facets of
will not open you the windows of heaven, thought on this subject. Our giving is not
and pour you out a blessing, that there
limited to our money. It applies not only
shall not be room enough to receive it.
to our finances, but to:
Mal 3:10 KJV
Time:
Now, direct your attention back to the
Every one of us has the same amount of
New Testament. Notice that God’s bless- time every day. 24 hours. As we mature,
ing in response to our giving is more than we are given more and more freedom to
just running over. He does not scrimp or
make choices as to how we use our time.
hold back when He gives. He presses it
We can choose to give of our time for
down, shakes it together so that your con- “kingdom work”. The time spent in offertainer contains all that it can possibly
ing our gifts and talents to the Lord will
hold, and then it spills out, more than you result in blessing, not only for ourselves,
can contain. The excess that is spilled out but it will result in edification of the body.
can be a blessing to others upon whom
Talent(s) A special natural ability or aptiyour blessing spills.
tude:
2 Cor 9:6-8 (KJV) “But this I say, He which Some people possess natural abilities to
soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; do some things well. These abilities can be
and he which soweth bountifully shall
offered in service to God as the need arisreap also bountifully. Every man according es. Imagine what could be accomplished
as he purposeth in his heart, so let him
at Bethlehem if we, as God’s people willgive; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for
ingly offered our natural abilities for God’s
God loveth a cheerful giver. And God is
work when they were needed. continued

• EMPOWERING THEM
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continued from previous page…..
Spiritual Gift(s):
God has gifted each and every believer
with specific spiritual gift(s). In Romans
12:4 and following we read: “Just as our
bodies have many parts and each part has
a special function, so it is with Christ's
body. We are many parts of one body,
and we all belong to each other. In his
grace, God has given us different gifts for
doing certain things well.” Rom 12:4-6
NLT
Every believer is divinely gifted with specific abilities for the edification of the
church. When we seek to identify, develop and use these gifts, blessings will
abound. Serving, teaching, encouragement, giving, leading, wisdom, showing
mercy, discernment of good and evil spirits, discernment of gifts in others are just
some of the spiritual gifts that one may
receive and give back to God.

blessings, or gifts to those who are affected by our lives. So, I would argue that a
fruit of the Spirit in the lives of God’s children is a gift for God to use whenever and
wherever He places His children to minister.
What can we take from this review of
God’s gift of giving? Imagine what tremendous things could be accomplished if
we, the church (people, members)
opened our hearts and allowed God access to our finances, not just a tenth, but
as He might impress on our hearts to give.
I truly believe that we would not lack for
what is needed to accomplish God’s work
at Bethlehem.

What would be the impact within our
church body if Bethlehem members willingly offered their time, natural abilities,
spiritual gifts and their fruits of the Spirit
when needed in various ministries? There
would be less burn out, discouragement
and frustration experienced by those who
Fruits of the Spirit:
There are many listed in various passages are carrying the load. Additional ministries would become a viable part of the
in the New Testament. They include
Love, Joy, Peace, Longsuffering, Kindness, work at Bethlehem. Who knows what
Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, Self God might choose to do in and through
Control . We bear these fruits only as we his church at Bethlehem?
are attached to the vine. Recall the anal- What would be the impact in the surogy in John 15:5. “I am the vine, ye are
rounding communities if Bethlehem
the branches: He that abideth in me, and I members willingly offered their time, natin him, the same bringeth forth much
ural abilities, spiritual gifts and their fruits
fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.” of the Spirit when needed in various minAs we seek to be a branch, attached to
istries? Our communities would know
the vine in obedience to God in our walk that Bethlehem was a place of safety to
of faith, we will bear fruit, not just a little, come for solace, nurturing love and care.
but much fruit.
Souls would be saved. Broken marriages
Now some may argue that fruits of the
Spirit are not gifts of the Spirit. Stop and
think with me for a moment. These fruits
are not for ourselves, but, when born out
in our lives, they become a blessing to
those around us. Our yielded fruits are
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to sow their God-given resources into the
field of His work will reap no return.
Those who sow their seed experience the
joy of a harvest that glorifies God and
enriches both the giver and the one receiving the gift. Blessings come when we
sow what He has entrusted to us. In the
proportion that people give, so they will
receive.
“The God who supplies is the God who
multiplies”
So, may we all consider what we have to
give: our finances, our natural abilities,
our spiritual gifts, our gifts of the Spirit,
and our fruits of the Spirit. As with our
finances, all of our giving should be motivated by our love for God and our desire
to please Him. Willingly offered to God,
our gifts will yield bountiful blessings, not
just for yourself, but for the body of
Christ at Bethlehem and beyond. vef
Average 0fferings for 2014 have increased.
We are grateful for your acts of faith as you
give your tithes and offerings at Bethlehem.
We pray God’s blessings and direction as we
carry on the work of the Kingdom.

March is Foreign Missions Month
The Board of Foreign Missions of the Convention of Original Free Will Baptists aids us in
fulfilling our responsibility to carry the Gospel
to all people (Mark 16:15). Through the cooperative efforts of local churches, the Board of
Foreign Missions has established works in
Bangladesh, Bulgaria, India, Nepal, Liberia,
Guinea, Mexico, and the Philippines.

and families would be restored. Children
would experience more stability in their
homes. We could go on…….

Our support of the Board of Foreign Missions

Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he
also reap. Gal 6:7 KJV Those who refuse

Jesus who game Himself for All people.

in prayer and financial support should remain
constant as an act of obedience and love for
You are encouraged to set aside an offering
for Foreign Missions this month.

• Bringing Honor and Glory to God •
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Valentine Banquet

What a great time we had at this year’s Valentine Banquet in the beautifully decorated fellowship hall. Our youth group was featured as they served attendees with succulent rib eye steaks,
baked potato, an apple ring and a roll., all followed with a delicious chocolate desert.
Following the meal, Lori Price shared some sentiments and sang a beautiful song that reminded
us of God’s love for us.
We were blessed with a visit by Misti Lee and her husband Ernie. Misti gave a wonderful testimony of how she experienced God’s love first hand and assured us that God loves each one so
much that he knows us each by name and cares and responds to us when we call on him.
Another special guest was Mr. Edgar Wells who played “Jesus Loves Me” with such expression
that many in the crowd were moved to tears as they reflected on how great God’s love really is.
Above: Misti Lee and husband Ernie. East Duplin graduates from years gone by reminisced as Mr. Wells concluded with a touching
reading of 1 Corinthians 13.
Below: Mr. Edgar Wells

The banquet climaxed with a cake auction. The funds raised will be used for a “Stop Hunger
Now” project that we plan to organize in the very near future. Crandall Fountain auctioned the
cakes while Freddy Jones walked through the room with the enticingly delicious cakes. A total
of $2725.00 was raised for the project. Thanks to Marcia Jones for coordinating the cake auction.
A special thanks to master chef Glenn Futrell who grilled 120 steaks for the meal.
VEF
Below left: Susan sharing from her heart.
Below: The dynamic cake auctioning duo:
Crandall Fountain and Freddy Jones

• BRINGING HONOR AND GLORY TO GOD •
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STOP HUNGER NOW Meal Packaging Project
An opportunity for you to become involved in reaching out beyond our community into the world.
In 2013, a team from Bethlehem participated in a Stop
Hunger Now Meal Packaging Event that was held at
Beulaville Original Free Will Baptist Church. Our team
members were very impressed with the organization
and efficiency of the operation. Since that event, several of those who participated have expressed interest in hosting a Meal Packaging Event at Bethlehem.
Rev. Chris Singleton serves as the Program Manager in Eastern North Carolina
for Stop Hunger Now. He and his team are available to schedule and coordinate meal packaging events when the necessary funds have been provided. A
total of $2500.00 is needed in advance to obtain the necessary ingredients to
prepare 10,000 meal packages.
Proceeds from the cake auction at our Valentine Banquet exceeded the necessary $2500.00 needed to host a Stop Hunger Now packing event at Bethlehem.
This packing party is scheduled for 5-10-14. Please block this time on your
schedule to participate. We will need at least 50 volunteers to assemble and
package 10,000 packets for shipment to areas in need. You will be blessed as
you serve in the assembly of meal packages that will benefit many who are in
need of nutrition.
VEF

Above: Marcia Jones coaching Susan Fountain
before the crowd arrived.
Below: Tiffany Fountain and Sierra Young hard
at work!

Below Left: Freddy Jones “cracking the whip.”
Below Center: Chris Byron boxing packages for loading.
Below Right: The Bethlehem team diligently preparing packages for sealing.
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Congratulations!

Samantha Fountain
&

Logan Schertzinger
will be married
June 14, 2014
at Holly Ridge, NC

• BRINGING HONOR AND GLORY TO GOD •

March - April 2014

Bethlehem Star

• EMPOWERING THEM TO SERVE JESUS

Page 11
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PRAYER REQUESTS
PRAYER CHANGES THINGS
Please make petition for these who have asked to be remembered as we pray.
Johnnie Albertson
Joe and Billie Ard

Kayla Hice

Children’s Home

Art & Marcia Brown

Faye Ives

Church Leaders

Franklin Brown

Geno Jones

Nominating Committee

Frances Brown

Ralph Jones Family

Pulpit Committee

Kenny Brown Family

Reba Jones

Youth

Kimberly Bryan

Ronald Lanier

Military Leaders

David Clontz

Bill & Mary Nobles

National Leaders

Rosa Craft

Cecil Raynor

Tommy Dempsey

Margie Rogers

Pauline Edwards

Danny Shepard

Clifton Fountain

Bobby Strickland

Intimacy with God

Elton Fountain

Linda Whitehurst

Praise To God

Helen Fountain

Guy Williams

Salvation of Lost

Marvin & Reba Fountain

Jolly Williams

Spiritual Growth

Lottie Fountain

Doris Wood

Thanksgiving

Wendy F. Fountain

Wisdom & Discernment

The Bethlehem Prayer Chain actively responds to your requests for prayer.
Contact Prayer Chain Director Elvis Fountain at 324-4637 to report your requests. Shortly thereafter, the prayer team is activated and your requests will be raised in a concert of prayer by our
active prayer team.

• BRINGING HONOR AND GLORY TO GOD •
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Worship Service Stats

SENIOR FELLOWSHIP MINISTRY
Our Senior Fellowship Ministry met for their February meeting on 2-27-14 in the Fellowship Hall. After
the meal was served, Rev. Crandall Fountain spoke
to the group about carrying burdens.
Special music was rendered by Eric and Joan Bailey.
If you are a senior adult and have never attended
one of these events, you are missing a blessing. The
fun and fellowship that this group shares is contagious. You are invited to attend and become a part
of this wonderful fellowship.

Date

Attendance

1-5-14

103

1-12-14

88

1-19-14

102

1-26-14

99

2-2-14

118

2-9-14

100

2-16-14

92

2-23-14

90

2014 Average

99

Have you invited someone to attend church with you recently?

• BRINGING HONOR AND GLORY TO GOD •
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Are you tired? Yeah, me, too.
Lately, it’s to my core.
I know you and I are dealing with different things that
exhaust us. Whether it’s late-night feedings, wrapping
up an important project for work or even a fun night
out with a close friend, it still makes us tired.
Just like busy, we can wear tired like a badge. As we
grasp our choice of caffeinated beverage, it’s easy to
compare the level of our tired-ness and lack of sleep.
We’re busy. We’re frantic at times. The flight or fight
pace we lead is exhausting.
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blow new life into our weariness. Just like He has
promised, Jesus will refresh our hearts.
Take a nap if you can. Put a curfew on yourself if need
be. But draw near to God even when you’re tired.
Jesus will refresh us.
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened,
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and
learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is
easy and my burden is light.” {Matthew 11:28-30}
Excerpted from devotional (in)courage by Stephanie Bryant

To feel rested again. Those were the days.
But tired, it’s no excuse.

10 Reasons to Come to Jesus

Tired is NOT an excuse to. . .
be grouchy
show up late
argue with the ones you love
give up
say everything you’re feeling
have a pity party
eat what ever you want
compare your life with hers
or begin to believe Jesus isn’t near.
Tired IS an opportunity.
{I’m going to type that again for my own benefit.}
Tired is an opportunity.
We can come to The Lord {the One who never tires}
and He will give us rest.
Our souls will find rest in God alone. And our bodies
will follow.

Jesus replied, I assure you, most solemnly I tell you, before Abraham was born, I AM. John 8:58 AMP
Luke 2:11Jesus is the Savior, come to Him and be forgiven and saved;
John 10:9Jesus is the Door, come to Him and enter His provision;
John 6:51Jesus is the Bread of Life, come to Him and feast at His table;
John 8:12Jesus is the Light of the World, come to Him and see clearly;
John 10:14Jesus is the Good Shepherd, come to Him and be led in right
paths;
John 15:5Jesus is the Vine, come to Him and abide in fruitfulness;
John 4:10Jesus gives living water, come to Him and drink to the full;
John 11:25Jesus is the Resurrection, come to Him and have blessed hope;

He will give us strength since we are weak {and tired}. John 14:27-

Jesus gives peace, come to Him and be not troubled;

Others will be astounded by our joy-filled energy in
our time of need because God is our strength.
We have the opportunity to draw close to God in our
time of need. For the One Who Loves Us desires to

John 1:33Jesus baptizes with the Holy Spirit, come to Him and be empowered to witness.
Excerpted from Dayspring Devotions. Meet Me In The Meadow by Roy Lessin

• BRINGING HONOR AND GLORY TO GOD •
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Bethlehem Staff Members

Pastor
Clerk
Bonnie Jones
Asst. Clerk
Marcia Jones
Treasurer
Nancy Ripley
Asst. Treasurer Marcia Jones
Youth Min. Dir. Susan Fountain
Asst. Youth Dir. Diane Dail
SS Super.
Rosa Craft
Asst. S S Super. Rita Fountain
Nursery Coord. Angie Williams
Asst. Nur Coord. Michelle Jones
Trustees:
Danny Walton Chair
Stanley Craft
Elton Fountain
Ronald Lanier
Finance:
Nancy Ripley Chair
Mary Hudson
Ronald Lanier
Danny Walton
Deacons:
Sherwood Fountain Chair
Stanley Craft
Rick Dempsey
Darrell Edwards
Byron Fountain
Vernie Fountain
Freddy Jones
Ushers:
John Southerland Chair
Herb Ripley Board
Jonathan Dempsey Board
Sign Committee :
Ashlea Jones Brinkley
Publicity Committee:
Mary Jo Brown
Worship Leader: Jan Jones
Choir Director: Vernie Fountain
Pianists:
Susan Fountain
Vicky Quinn
Marsha Jones
Lori Price

Nominating Committee:
Elvis Fountain
Sherwood Fountain
Susan Fountain
John Southerland
Rosa Craft
General Board:
Pastor
Bonnie Jones
Elvis Fountain
Rosa Craft
Sherwood Fountain
Susan Fountain
Angie Williams
Jan Jones
Nancy Ripley
John Southerland
Danny Walton
Children’s Church Min.
Mallory Jones—Dir.
Tiffany Fountain
Ashlea Jones
Caron Fountain
Deb Martin
Tape Ministry: Mary Jo Brown
Prayer Chain Dir: Elvis Fountain
Newsletter:
Jeri Fountain
Wendy Fountain
Bulletin:
Vernie Fountain
Library:
Bonnie Jones
Seniors Ministry:
Ricky Dempsey
Susan Dempsey
Rosa Craft
Alyce Horne
Pulpit Committee:
Freddy Jones - Chairman
Rosa Craft
Jerri Fountain
Rita Fountain
Vernie Fountain
Jan Jones
John Southerland
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FWB Children’s Home Needs List
The FWB Children’s Home is in need of the following:
Please consider responding to one or more of these
needs:
1.

Upright Bagless Vacuum Cleaners

2.

Vinyl Shower Curtains

3.

Vinyl Mattress Covers, Waterproof (Twin Size)

4.

Personal Hygiene Items (Antiperspirant for Girls
and Boys, Bar Soap, Toothpaste, Body Lotion)

5.

Cleaning Supplies (Pine-Sol, Fabuloso, Bathroom
Cleaners, Kitchen Cleaners)

6.

Microwave Ovens (Large High Wattage)

7.

Dish Detergent

8.

Trash Bags (13 gallon or larger)

9.

Zip Lock Bags (Gallon & Quart)

10. Summer Trip Sponsor (Call for Details)
11. Plastic Shoe Boxes with lids
Call the Children’s Home at 252-235-2161 if you have
questions about the items on the Needs List.

Wednesday Night Bible Study
Cameron Fountain continues to minister on
Wednesday evenings during the Bible Study hour
at 7:00 p.m. The study is currently about the Tabernacle and how its organization and ritual were
designed to point to Jesus Christ and His complete
atonement on the cross. You are encouraged to
join the group as they continue in this in depth
study. Don’t miss out on this opportunity for

spiritual growth.
Pulpit Committee Update
The committee is currently booking speakers into June
and July. If you know of a speaker or a candidate for
the pastorate that you would like for the committee to
consider, please contact Freddy Jones or any committee member. We solicit your continued support in
prayer.
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Pray this: Be Still and Know

Prayer from Psalm 46:10-11

BE—God, I say “yes” to You. I choose to allow Your way to shape
me and Your will to direct me in what is best. I surrender instead
of resist, I yield instead of fight, I believe instead of doubt.
STILL—Father, may Your rest abide and Your peace abound
within me. Quiet all anxiety that troubles my thoughts and unsettles my emotions. I bring my soul under the control of the Holy
Spirit; I stand steady upon the unmovable foundations of Your
kingdom; I receive the sufficiency of Your grace and the encouragement of Your promises as you calm my soul.
AND KNOW— Lord, thank you that Your word is sure, unchanging, and indisputable. Your word is true. I am certain.
You have saved me from guessing, wondering, wishing, or pretending. I know! I believe!
I AM GOD— You are who You say You are. You do what You say
You do. There is no other! You are the highest, the greatest, the
best. You have no weakness, no lack, and no equal. You are my
God, and my Heavenly Father. I find comfort in Your nearness,
security in Your voice, courage in Your strength, hope in Your
promises. You are enough. More than enough! You are with me.
You are my refuge. I am safe in Your care.
Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth! The Lord of hosts is with us;
The God of Jacob is our refuge. Psalms 46:10-11 NKJV
From Dayspring Devotions. “Meet Me In The Meadow” by Roy Lessin

MEDIA MINISTRY OUTREACH
Recordings of the Adult Sunday School Class in the
Auditorium and the Morning Worship Service are
made in CD and DVD format and are available free
for your review and to share with others who may be
shut in and unable to attend services.
Archives of past services are available for access and
review on our website—
www.bethlehemfwbchurch.org on the Worship Service Archives Page.
If you are for some reason unable to attend church in
person, we would be happy to deliver an audio CD or
a video DVD disc to you so that you can listen to the
worship service in its entirety at your home.
Contact Mary Jo Brown at 910-324-1228 or 910-3894141 to request a visit with a video or audio disc.

We will be implementing a messaging service this
month for various ministries to set up group notifications. You will be hearing more about this and will
have the opportunity to sign up or opt out of participation. Stay tuned…….
vef
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Blind Faith Like Bartimaeus
Cinde Lucas, Overflow Ministries
As most of you probably know I was in
Jamaica last week on a ministry trip. I
truly was blessed to have met so many
warm, friendly people. Even though Jamaica is a beautiful country, it is also
ridden with poverty, chaos, and lack of
vision. I can tell you that I am absolutely
more thankful than ever for grocery
stores, paved roads, and even government!
But Jamaicans aren't the only ones who suffer with these conditions. Even as blessed as we are in the United States, there are
still many people who live with poverty mindsets, no structure or
self-discipline (chaos), and no direction or vision for their lives.
Like many of the people that I saw on the streets in Jamaica they
live day to day with little hope of things ever being any different
in their lives. And even if things could get better, they have no
clue as to how to make it happen. I used a story from the Bible
about Bartimaeus during the ministry sessions to help them see
(pun intended) that no matter how dark things may be, if we are
willing to come to Jesus and let Him direct our lives, not only is
vision and hope restored, our joy is restored as well.
In case you aren't familiar with this story I'll give you a condensed version. Bartimaeus was a blind man who made his
living by sitting on the side of the road begging. This was a
familiar scene in Jamaica; many people not only asked for
handouts, they expected them. And many people suffer from
cataracts and other visual conditions because of poor health
and bright sunlight. One day as Bartimaeus was sitting on his
cloak asking people to help him, he heard that Jesus was coming his way. I feel sure that Bartimaeus had heard about the
healings that Jesus had performed and so he began to cry
out Mark 10:46 The people didn't care at all for this behavior
and so they told Bartimaeus to be quiet. But instead of quieting down, Bartimaeus cried even louder, "JESUS, HAVE
MERCY ON ME." Suddenly Jesus stopped and told the people to bring Bartimaeus to Him. The blind beggar jumped up,
threw off his cloak, and came with BLIND FAITH to Jesus! Mark 10:46
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did He do that? It should have been obvious that Bartimaeus
needed his eyes healed, but Jesus wanted Bartimaeus to voice his
request.
Bartimaeus said, "I want to see."
Jesus said, "Go, your FAITH has healed you."
I'm sure that physical sight was of supreme importance to Bartimaeus, but because he had been a blind beggar all of his life, I'll
just bet he also needed some spiritual direction and a new vision
for his life. You see, when he gave up begging, he gave up his
livelihood and the only thing he had ever known to do. So not
only was he in need of physical sight, he needed his spiritual
eyes opened as well.
The Bible says in Proverbs 29:18 that without God's vision for
our lives, we perish. The word perishes means 'to make useless.'
When you can't see where you're going and/or you don't feel like
your life is making a difference, it can make you feel pretty useless. And the real truth is, until we allow God to show us His
plans and purposes for our lives, we spend our lives trying to
find meaning and purpose for our existence. Like Bartimaeus,
we have to make the decision to cry out to God and come to Him
with Blind faith believing that He is able to do more than we can
hope, ask, or even think (Ephesians 3:20).
So if you, or someone you know, is sitting on the sidelines of life
and stuck in a pit of hopelessness, do what Bartimaeus did; Start
crying out to God and seek His plans for your life. One of the
best prayers that you can pray is "Jesus, HELP ME!" Like Bartimaeus, He will take you as you are and begin to transform your
life into something useful. Not only will He give you a new vision for your life, He will restore your hope and fill your heart
with peace. The Good News of the transforming power of Jesus'
love is for whosoever will believe and receive Him (John 3:16).
No matter where you are in life, His arms are open to receive
you because His love covers all of your sin. The choice is yours.
You can sit on the side of the road or you can throw off of the
cloak of your past, come to Him, and receive a new vision for
your life. If you will come to Jesus with blind faith, you will
receive God's vision, direction, and plans for your life.

Cinde Lucas is an ordinary person, who happens to LOVE
to encourage and motivate people! She has a passion to
share the Love of God with people and to let them know that
God is GOOD and He has an AWESOME plan for their
The reason I say it was blind faith is that Bartimaeus came to
lives! Cinde truly desires to lead people into a closer relaJesus while He was still blind, not knowing if Jesus would do
tionship with God through music; her prayer is that the minanything for him or not. He threw caution to the wind when he
threw off his cloak, because that cloak was actually his "license" istry we share will uplift and encourage people to be all that
God created them to be.
to beg on the street. Bartimaeus stepped out believing that in
spite of his condition, Jesus could help him. And you know
what? He did!
Visit Overflow Ministries at www.cindelucas.com.

When Bartimaeus finally made his way to Him, Jesus asked a
seemingly strange question, "What do you want?" Why on earth

Article originally posted on Crosswalk.Com
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Bethlehem Basketball Team is working hard to prepare for the upcoming game at the FWB Children’s Home .
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M ARCH 2014
Sun

Mon

Tue
FOREIGN

Wed
MISSIONS

Thu

Fri

MONTH

Sat
1
Sunday School
Workshops at MOU
NE Women’s Conf.

2

3

4

10:00 Sunday School

5

8

13

14

15

Youth Meetings

4:00 General Board
Meeting

8:00 Choir Rehearsal

10

11

10:00 Sunday School

12

1-3:00 Baby Shower
Whitney Brown
Fountaintown
Community Center

7:00 Bible Study

11:00 Worship

Youth Meetings

Budget Submission
Deadline

16

7

7:00 Bible Study

11:00 Worship

9

6

8:00 Choir Rehearsal

17

18

10:00 Sunday School

19

20

21

22

27

28

29

7:00 Bible Study

11:00 Worship

Youth Meetings

3-5:00 Baby Shower

8:00 Choir Rehearsal

Tori Jones VanBuren
Fellowship Hall

23

24

Foreign Missions
Telethon

25

26
7:00 Bible Study
Youth Meetings

10:00 Sunday School

8:00 Choir Rehearsal

11:00 Worship
4:00 Bridal Shower
Samantha Fountain
Fellowship Hall

30

31

10:00 Sunday School
11:00 Worship
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A PRIL 2014
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed
2

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

10

11

12

16

17

18

19

PALM SUNDAY

7:00 Revival -

7:00 Revival -

10:00 Sunday School

Dr. David Hines

Rev. Crandall Fountain

7:00 Revival/
Communion

7:00 Bible Study
Youth Meetings
8:00 Choir Rehearsal

6

7

8

9

10:00 Sunday School

7:00 Bible Study

11:00 Worship

Youth Meetings
8:00 Choir Rehearsal

13

14

15

Rev. Crandall Fountain

11:00 Worship
6:00 Business
Meeting

20

21

22

EASTER

23

24

7:00 Bible Study
Youth Meetings

10:00 Sunday School

8:00 Choir Rehearsal

11:00 Worship

27
10:00 Sunday School
11:00 Worship

28

29

30
7:00 Bible Study
Youth Meetings
8:00 Choir Rehearsal
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M AY 2014
Sun

4

Mon

5

Tue

6

Wed

7

10:00 Sunday School

Thu

Fri

1

2

3

8

9

10
STOP
Hunger
Now

7:00 Bible Study

11:00 Worship

Youth Meetings
8:00 Choir Rehearsal

11

12

13

Mother’s Day

14

8:00 Choir Rehearsal

19

20

10:00 Sunday School

21

11:00 Worship

22

23

24

29

30

31

Youth Meetings

Youth Convention
at Mount Olive
University

10:00 Sunday School

17

7:00 Bible Study

11:00 Worship

25

16

Youth Convention Youth Convention
at Mount Olive
at Mount Olive
University
University

Youth Meetings

11:00 Worship

18

15

7:00 Bible Study

10:00 Sunday School

Sat

8:00 Choir Rehearsal

26

27

28
7:00 Bible Study
Youth Meetings
8:00 Choir Rehearsal
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