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Who makes the decisions?
This is a simple poem from the
heart of a mother or father telling
the difference between what they
can and can’t do as a parent. Each
child ultimately must decide the
character of his or her own life.

Mother’s Day - May 9
Father’s Day - June 20

Armed Forces Day - May 15
Memorial Day - May 31
Flag Day - June 14

Vacation Bible School
workers meet Monday, May
10, at 6:30 p.m. Supper will
be provided.

•

LEADING

•

I gave you life,
but cannot live it for you.
I can teach you things,
but I cannot make you learn.
I can give you directions,
but cannot always be there to
lead you.
I can allow you freedom,
but I cannot account for it.
I can take you to church,
but I cannot make you believe.
I can teach you right from
wrong,
but I cannot always decide for
you.
I can buy you beautiful clothes,
but I cannot make you lovely
inside.
I can offer you advice,
but I cannot accept it for you.
I can give you my love,
but I cannot force it on you.
I can teach you to be a friend,
but I cannot make you one.
I can teach you to share,
but I cannot make you unselﬁsh.
I can teach you respect,
but I cannot force you to honor.
I can grieve about your report
card,
but I cannot doubt your teachers.

UNITING

•

EQUIPPING

I can advise you about your
friends,
but I cannot choose them for
you.
I can teach you about sex,
but I cannot keep your life pure.
I can teach you the facts of life,
but I cannot build your reputation.
I can tell you about drinking,
but I cannot say no for you.
I can warn you about drugs,
but I cannot prevent you from
using them.
I can tell you about lofty goals,
but I cannot achieve them for
you.
I can teach you kindness,
but I cannot force you to be
gracious.
I can warn you about sin,
but I cannot make your morals.
I can love you as a son/daughter,
but I cannot place you in God’s
family.
I can pray for you,
but I cannot make you walk with
God.
I can tell you about Jesus,
but I cannot make Him your
Savior.
I can teach you to obey,
but I cannot make Jesus your
Lord.
I can tell you how to live,
but I cannot give you eternal life.
—submitted by Billie Ard

•

SERVING

•
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Who do you want to be today?
ROMANS 12:2
Once we become accustomed
to thinking one way, we often ﬁnd
it difﬁcult to accommodate new
thoughts, even when changes are
taking place all around us. We
tend to think of ourselves and our
situations in terms of yesterday
— but God’s grace eliminates the
pain of the past and has the power
to create for us a brand new today.
Microsoft asks, “Where do you
want to go today?” In a similar
way, God’s grace asks, “Who do
you want to be today?” Do you
want to be patient, kind, loving,
and good? Do you want to be
faithful, committed, fearless, and
strong?
You can be that person today. It
doesn’t matter who you were yesterday because you are no longer
chained to the past. You have been
set free, you are a new creation in
Christ. As Paul wrote...
...the old life is gone. A new life

has begun! (2 Corinthians 5:17)
By habit we conform ourselves
to the old way of thinking: “I’m
just this way, I cannot change. The
situation is what it is and there’s
nothing I can do about it.”
God’s word challenges us to a
new way of thinking — a way of

thinking not founded in the past,
but founded upon his Word.
Do not conform any longer to
the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of
your mind. Then you will be able
to test and approve what God’s
will is — his good, pleasing and
perfect will. (Romans 12:2)
Today, through his grace and by
his power, you can be transformed
through and through. God is able
to make you into a whole new
person with a whole new future
committed to be all he has created
you to be.
You do not have to live life
dominated by the past of what you
have been or the way things used
to be. You do not have to live in
yesterday! Praise God!
So live each day focused on
what God can help you to become.
Who do you want to be today?
— Preacher Joe
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rita.fountain@nmcrs.org
Choir director
Vernie Fountain, 910-324-5817
vernie.fountain@ncfbins.com
Deacon chairman
Sherwood Fountain, 910-324-3018 (home)
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or 910-358-2046 (cell)
Deacons
Stanley Craft, 910-324-5915
Darrell Edwards, 910-324-4280
Byron Fountain, 910-324-5016
Vernie Fountain, 910-324-5817
Freddy Jones, 910-520-8715
Reid Southerland, 910-298-5509
Newsletter
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It’s time to get serious about education
Wow! What an exciting quarter we have had. Those
of us who are participating with the new D6 Sunday
school curriculum have been studying out of Daniel,
Esther and Ezra.
One of the things that was revealed to me while
studying was the need to equip our youth — from
pre-kindergarten age on up — to serve. I feel that we,
as a church, have failed in this respect. Just as Ezra
prepared his followers, we need to prepare our youth
to continue with the work of the Lord. They can’t
lead if they haven’t learned.
Whether it be working with our candle lighters, so
they understand the importance of what they are doing and why we do it; encouraging youngsters to use
their musical talents; helping with the nursery workers or assisting teachers in Sunday School classes,
there is much to be done.
It can be very discouraging when trying to ﬁnd
someone to help out with our classes. Nobody feels
capable of teaching. Herein lies the problem. We need
to get serious about our education programs.
If you are not participating in some way with
Christian education, please seriously consider getting

ﬁred up for Jesus. Make that extra effort to get up earlier on Sunday morning to allow you and your family
to “get ﬁlled.” We know we have to get up Monday
through Friday to go to school and work. Many are up
early on Saturdays to take children to various sporting
activities. So why can’t we get up to learn about our
Lord and Savior?
It is my prayer that we will get on ﬁre and our
church will grow beyond our regular church families.
If we want our church to be here for the future generations, we must do something.
Our preacher has been stomping on our feet for
some time and we need to take action.
What are you willing to do?
— Rita Fountain
Sunday school superintendent

Heroes needed for
Vacation Bible School
How would you like to be a hero? You can become
one by joining us at Hero Headquarters Vacation
Bible School this summer — where kids will learn to
join forces with God! We will meet some unnamed
Bible heroes who were not super or powerful, yet
their small acts were used by God to do wonderful
things! We will also meet four other unlikely heroes:
Maintenance Mac, Water Woman, Pizza Man and
Super Cooper. Each day they will show us how to
trust in God’s power and pay attention to God’s call.
We will open Hero Headquarters on July 11.
Volunteers are needed in all areas. Please contact
Diane Dail at 910-324-3192 if you can help.
You can make a difference in the lives around you,
and you can impact the hearts and minds of others for
Christ! What better way to be a hero?

• UNITING
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VBS runs from Sunday, July 11, through
Thursday, July 15, with commencement on
Friday, July 16. Supper will be served each
night at 6 before the hero action begins at 7.

THEM TO THE FAMILY OF

GOD •
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News, notes & tidbits
your donation to the stack.
If you’ve ever had to ﬂee your
home with just the clothes on your
back, you’d understand what a
blessing something as simple as a
new toothbrush can be.

Library hours

Two baptisms

Brenda Moseman and Ray
Christenson were baptized and
welcomed into the Bethlehem
family April 11 during the worship
service.

Wedding bells

Chelsea Sherrard and Zachary
Getts will be united in marriage
on Saturday,
May 8, at 1 p.m.
at Bethlehem.
A reception will
follow at the
Back Swamp
community
center.
The couple isn’t registered for
gifts anywhere, but Walmart gift
cards or cash always come in
handy.

The library/resource center in
the education building is open
Wednesday from 7-8 p.m. and
Sundays mornings before Sunday
school and between Sunday school
and worship service.
The library shelves hold ﬁction
and non-ﬁction books, reference
works and videos/DVDs for all
ages.
Call Suzy Southerland at 910298-5509 with any comments,
questions or requests.

Stove for sale

A gas stove that was installed in
2004 when the fellowship hall was
built is for sale. It’s low mileage
and in excellent condition.
Contact Danny Walton at 910324-1934 for details.

Ladies Auxiliary

The Ladies Auxiliary meets
each month on the Thursday
before the second Sunday. Join the
fellowship and study on May 6
and June 10.
The auxiliary ﬁlls a variety of
needs, including preparing and
serving meals for funerals.

Lend a helping hand

The growing stack of paper
products and personal hygiene
items in the vestibule are bound
for Sarah’s Refuge, the women’s
shelter in Duplin County. The
Ladies Auxiliary is sponsoring the
collection. There’s still time to add

on a new musical to be presented
July 4 during the 11 a.m. worship
service. There’s still time to add
your voice.

Women’s Bible study

“Cultivating Contentment” is
the theme for a new adult women’s Bible study that will begin
June 7 at 7 p.m. in the fellowship
hall.
The study materials are published by Women of Faith.
For more information, see Rita
Fountain or Jeri Fountain.

Adult Sunday school

Patriotic music

• EQUIPPING

Bethlehem’s choir is working

THEM TO SERVE

JESUS

The adult Sunday school class
that meets in the fellowship hall
will be studying “The Power of
Your Words,” based on the Robert
Morris program. The class begins
June 6.

IN THE WORLD

•
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Prayer requests
Bob Adams
Johnnie Albertson
Tammi Albertson
Josiah Allen
Billie Ard
Joe Ard
Margaret Ard
Sam Baker
Joe Batts
Judy Bevens
Shelby Boone
Mertie Brinson
Chris Brock
Chasity Brown
Franklin Brown
JoAnne Brown
Van Brown
Kassidy Bryan
Kimberly Bryan
Michael Bryan Jr.
Nancy Bryan
Cathy Burnette
Teresa Dempsey
Beulah Dixon
Doris Fountain
Joyce Fountain
Reba Fountain
Sutton Fountain
Scott Fowler
Mabel Franklin
Eddie Goble

Kevin Hart
Peggy Horne
Velma Horne
Faye Ives
Tim Jarman
Jennifer Johnson
Geno Jones
Leslie Jones
Louise Jones
Reba Jones
Fallon Lanier
Rose Manning
Suzie Marshburn
C J Mercer
Bill Nobles
Bobby Patterson
Carol Perry
Brian Raynor
Geraldine Raynor
Julie Shay
Dee Dee Sloan
India Stanley
Davie Swinson
Justin Taylor
Bill Voss
Frances Voss
Cindy West family
Guy Williams
Jolly Williams
Jo Wood
Aleisha Young

May

June

1 - Pam Waller
2 - Vera M. Fountain
10 - Nathan Brown
8 - Billie Ard
12 - Keith Greene
8 - Margaret Ard
8 - Pauline Edwards
12 - Gloria Raynor
15 - Jimmy Fountain
17 - Vernie Fountain
15 - Shirley Pickett
23 - Rita Fountain
16 - Louise Jones
23 - Charles
17 - Nancy Ripley
Fountain
21- Melody
23 - Eric Simpson
25 - Danielle Brown
Strickland
27 - Don Michael
26 - Christopher
Young
Fountain
27 - Wendy Fountain
28 - Olivia Stallings

May

She gave me life
She stopped my tears
She was a good wife
She eased my fears
She used to sing to me
She used to tell me stories
She is everything a kid could ask for
And more
She is my mom
— Sarah Madigan

• BRINGING

6 - Robert & Bonnie Jones
6 - Reid & Suzy Southerland
17 - Byron & Rita Fountain
20 - Chris & Dawn Byron

June

2 - Johnnie & Tammi Albertson
4 - Brandon & Danielle Brown
5 - Adrian & Meridith Lanier
9 - Kenny & Mary Jo Brown
19 - Billy Joe & Sabrina Ard
23 - James & Tina Dail
24 - Richard & Dineen Greene
28 - Ricky & Susan Dempsey
29 - A.D. & Judy Jones

HONOR AND GLORY TO

GOD •
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Amazed by God’s providential care
One of my favorite verses in the
Bible is Proverbs 3:5-6: “Trust in
the Lord with all thine heart; and
lean not to thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge
Him, and He shall direct thy paths.”
In 2001, I was supposed to go to
South Carolina and stay with my
almost-97-year-old father. With a
prayer about my safety and other
concerns on my heart, I started on
my journey. Stopping in Beulaville,
I ate at Hardee’s.
Two years earlier, my son-in-law
Craig had given me his old cell
phone. I had probably only used it
twice, and had never received an
incoming call.
Anyway, on returning to my
car after eating, the thought came
to me, “Just for the heck of it, I
believe I’ll turn this phone on!” So I hooked the little
microphone to the sun visor and mashed the “on”
button. As I drove into Chinquapin, I suddenly heard
bells ringing! Looking ahead, I saw nothing. Looking
behind, no patrol car or rescue vehicle was visible.

I thought maybe there’s a ﬁre
somewhere. But when I came
in sight of the ﬁre station, there
was nothing happening. Then
it dawned on me, it was the
cell phone ringing. I had never
heard it ring before.
I had no idea how to use it.
Frantically I began to push buttons. Suddenly I heard Craig’s
voice saying, “Stop, pull off the
road. Your dad has died. You
need to return home and we can
all go down to South Carolina
together.”
When I was telling my
daughter Marla what happened, she said, “For the life
of me I could not remember
that cell phone number. I had
no idea that I could even ﬁnd
it. Nevertheless, when I started looking, it was right
there before my eyes.”
God’s providential care never ceases to amaze me.
Praise His Holy Name! Trust in the Lord!
— Margaret Ard

When you see good in me it’s because of God
Do you see good in me?
It is God!
Do you see bad in me?
It is Caron!
Do you see peace and joy in me?
It is God!
Do you see anxiety and worry in me?
It is Caron!
Do you see a giving spirit in me?
It is God!
Do you see selﬁshness in me?
It is Caron!
Do you see wisdom in me?
It is God!
Do you see wisdom lacking in me?
It is Caron!

God is such a GOOD God,
and He humbles Himself daily
to my level and works with
me where I am in my walk.
He opens up heaven and
gives me all the righteousness
I lack whenever I depend on
Him. He is our everything,
and without Him we lack
greatly. It is a lie from the
devil that we are good. We are not good, but the God
within us is good.
He loves us so much, that in the face of our depravity, He did not get rid of us, instead He died for us.
God is GOOD!
— Caron Fountain
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What Faith Can Do

Everybody falls sometimes.
Gotta ﬁnd the strength to rise
From the ashes and make a new
beginning.
Anyone can feel the ache.
You think it’s more than you can
take,
But you are stronger, stronger
than you know.
Don’t you give up now.
The sun will soon be shining.
You gotta face the clouds
To ﬁnd the silver lining
(chorus)
I’ve seen dreams that move the
mountains;
Hope that doesn’t ever end
Even when the sky is falling.
And I’ve seen miracles just

happen;
Silent prayers get answered;
Broken hearts become brand
new.
That’s what faith can do

It doesn’t matter what you’ve
heard.
Impossible is not a word,
It’s just a reason for someone not
to try.
Everybody’s scared to death
When they decide to take that
step
Out on the water.
It’ll be all right.
Life is so much more
Than what your eyes are seeing.
You will ﬁnd your way
If you keep believing.

(chorus)
Overcome the odds.
You do have a chance.
(That’s what faith can do)
When the world says you can’t
It’ll tell you that you can!
(chorus)
That’s what faith can do!
Even if you fall sometimes
You will have the strength to rise
Sung by Kutless on the album “It
Is Well.” For more information, go
to www.kutless.com.
—submitted by Mallory Jones

What should the church do about gang activity?
As parents we all want to do right by our children,
for they are our precious gifts from God. But please
don’t be so blind that you can’t see what your child
is involved in or who he or she is involved with. We
should hold fast to our house rules. We must spend
time with our children. We must communicate with
our children, their friends and other parents.
As a church, we need to provide a place of refuge.
We need to be Jesus to children who have become
tangled up in gang activity. Many of these children
don’t have much in the way of family. Some have
never heard of Jesus, others have never been to
church. Children who are in gangs are looking for
someone to take care of their needs. Gangs give them
a sense of belonging, a sort of love, money and a
feeling of protection.

We cannot protect these children, but we can offer
them love and a safe place. We can listen and offer
Godly advice, but most of all we can show them we
care about them and love them.
How can the church body minister to children?
Offer to bring them to Sunday school and worship
service. Invite them to Vacation Bible School. Include
them in activities at church, such as parties and youth
groups.
Children cry out for help in many different ways.
Some of these cries, if not recognized in a timely
manner, can lead to disaster. Search your heart. Are
you ready to step up to the plate and help? Let’s not
fall short! Let’s be Jesus to our community.
— Carol Madigan
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Teens take charge of ﬁfth-Sunday service
The teens are taking over! And
we want you to be there!
On May 30 the teens will be
conducting our 11 a.m. church
service. They are excitedly making plans and preparing special
music for this occasion. They
will be presenting a DVD entitled
“How Great Is Our God” by
Louie Giglio. This is a must-see
event.
At my age, I am not easily wowed anymore, but
this one is deﬁnitely worth many wows. Our group
watched it at my house and we were in awe of just
how great God truly is.
Need a faith boost? Then this showing is deﬁnitely
for you. You will walk away with both wonder and
amazement at God’s creation beyond that seen with
the human eye.
We realize this is Memorial Day weekend and
we want your plans to include the worship service
on Sunday. It has been several years since our teens
have conducted a service and we need your support. I

think it will be a great worship
experience. Please encourage and pray for them as they
are preparing for this special
service.
Also, I will be assuming
the role of youth director in
July. It is my desire to seek
God’s direction and strength
as we work together. I want to
thank the leaders who give of their time and talents
to our youth. Your commitment and dedication are
appreciated and your efforts are seen by Almighty
God. There is no greater work than ministering to our
youth.
To our church, I challenge you to pray continually
for our youth and their outreach; pray for the leaders.
Our world has been changed many times because
someone cared enough to pray.
They can take prayer away from schools, our courts
and even eliminate the national day of prayer, but
they will never be able to stop a prayerful heart.
— Susan Fountain

Seniors celebrate Memorial Day with dinner
We are in full swing as we continue to meet
the needs of our church and community here at
Bethlehem.
Our meals continue to be great, thanks to Ronnie
Raynor who cooks for our seniors. We have been
sending out meals to our shut-ins. They have been so
appreciative to receive these meals and we are reaching out to others.
At our March meeting, Randy Jones spoke to us
and Billy Pickett provided the entertainment.
In April, the Rev. Jeff Banks delivered our message
and Paige and Linda Murphy sand old hymns that
were familiar to many,
Our next meeting will be at 6 p.m. Thursday, May
27, with a menu that features hamburgers, hot dogs,
baked beans and potato salad.
One of Bethlehem’s former members who grew
up in the church and went on to become a Free Will
Baptist pastor — Doris Wood’s son Phillip — will

entertain us and Jeff Banks will deliver our devotion.
Memorial Day will be our theme.
Thanks to all who attend our dinners and to the
volunteers who support this ministry. It has been a
blessing to be a part of this ministry.
In His service,
— Rick Dempsey
Senior ministry chairman
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Introducing the newest additions
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Our twin boys were born on March 20 at 11:00 and
11:01 a.m. Their names are Christopher Matthew Byron
and Benjamin Chase Byron. Christopher weighed 4
pounds, 12 ounces and Benjamin 4 pounds, 2 ounces.
The boys were born seven weeks early, therefore
they stayed in the neonatal intensive care unit at New
Hanover Memorial Hospital in Wilmington for 18 days.
The doctors said the boys were very healthy, just early.
We went through IV’s, feeding tubes and monitors for
their heart and breathing. The doctors and nurses there
are wonderful and taught us how to check their temperatures, feed them, change their diapers, etc. — and how
to appreciate healthy babies. There are a lot of things
that are different when taking care of premature babies Christopher and Benjamin (or is it Benjamin and
Christopher?) look to be sharing secrets already.
than when you have a full-term baby.
Just before Easter the doctors decided Christopher
was eating on his own and maintaining his body temperature and some other medical criteria and was ready
We’d like to thank everyone for the wonderful
to come home. We cried, begged and pleaded that we
shower gifts. We received such a variety of gifts
couldn’t go home without Benjamin. Through many
and
are so thankful and appreciative of everything
prayers — as well as Benjamin hearing that his brother
we received.
was ready to go home — he decided to catch up and
There were two gifts that did not have names
began eating on his own without the feeding tube.
attached.
One was a green basket wrapped in clear
We brought them both home on April 6.
cellophane that had two rabbits, two bibs, two hats,
They are still on heart/respiratory monitors at home
two blankets, two paciﬁers and two sets of booand the alarms are very scary when they go off. They
ties. The other gift was teething rings, wipes and
require 24/7 attention, but we at least have them at
diapers. Both are wonderful gifts and we’d just like
home. The still cannot have company as the doctors
to be able to thank whoever the gifts were from.
want them to have time to grow and build up their imIf this sounds like something that you gave to us,
mune system to ﬁght off germs.
please let my mother Joyce know and we’ll make a
At their last doctor’s appointment Christopher
note of it.
weighed 6 pounds, 9 ounces and Benjamin weighed 6
Thanks again to all for your thoughtful gifts. We
pounds, 3 ounces.
love them all!
We are so proud of them and absolutely love being
a mommy and daddy. We’ve waited our whole life for
— Dawn, Chris, Christopher and Benjamin
them and are so thankful to God for giving us these
miracle boys.
We’d like to thank you all for your prayers and your
support and just as soon as the doctors give us the OK
to take them out, we want you all to meet our bundles
of joy.
Love to you all,
—Dawn and Chris Byron

Thank you for everything
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