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Big bugs, sheltering wings

The Rev. Calvin Heath
will speak at revival Oct.
3-5. Services begin at 6
p.m. Sunday night; 7 p.m.
Monday and Tuesday.

The summer I was 15, my daddy
and I drove my older sister and my
mama to Myrtle Beach to spend
the week. My mama was chaperoning a group of college girls.
It was night when my dad and
I returned home. On nearing the
house, we realized there had been
a terrible storm; learning the next
day it had been a tornado.
Tree debris was everywhere.
However, the most amazing thing
we saw was big bugs. They were
on the ground, they were in the
trees, they were all over the house,
they were everywhere. Finally, we
were able to get inside the house.
We went to bed; Daddy in his room
and me in mine. But I could not go
to sleep. All I could hear was the
wind and those bugs. They were
ﬂapping against those old window

Dawn and Chris Byron
dedicated their twins
— Benjamin, left, and
Christopher — during the
Sept. 12 worship service.
Pastor Joe Ard said the
parent-child dedication is
a time when parents make
a vow to do everything
in their power to raise
the children according to
God’s ways.

To keep up with the happenings, look for “Bethlehem
Church” on Facebook. It’s a
handy spot to post events,
news and especially prayer
requests.

LEADING

•

see BUGS on page 6

Double
dedication

The next business meeting will be at 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, Oct. 13.

•

panes and I was terriﬁed.
Getting up, I went across the
hall to my daddy’s room. “Daddy,
Daddy,” I called.
He awoke. “Humph, what do
you want?”
“I’m scared. I can’t go to sleep.
Can I sleep with you?” I cried.
“Humph,” he replied. “Come
on.”
When my head hit that pillow, I
don’t remember another thing until
the next morning. Because I knew
that my father loved me, I was not
afraid to come to him. I knew that
I would be safe with him. He gave
me the security and peace that I
needed in order to ﬁnd rest.
And that’s the way it is with
our heavenly father. He wants to
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Now is the time to begin living

Dale Carnegie said, “One of the most tragic things
I know about human nature is that all of us tend to put
off living. We are all dreaming of some magical rose
garden over the horizon — instead of enjoying the
roses blooming outside our windows today.”
When Paul said, “Now is the day of salvation,” his
words were not addressed to the lost. He was writing
to believers (“fellow workers,” he called them in 2
Corinthians 6:1), reminding them of their mission, of
the price Jesus had paid for their sins, of the new life
that was theirs in Christ.
And he urged them not to wait a moment longer
to begin living life to the fullest. “Be reconciled to
God,” he said to his fellow workers. “Now is the time
of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.”
Stop waiting for your life to begin, for your ministry to begin, for everything to fall into place. Your life
is now.
Today is the day of God’s favor. Today is the day
that God’s wants to bless you. Today is the day that
God wants to use you.
The time of God’s favor in your life has begun;
enjoy it today.
— Preacher Joe

Bethlehem church contacts
Pastor
Joe Ard, 252-568-4590
joe_ard@hotmail.com
Sunday school superintendent
Rita Fountain, 910-324-5016
rita.fountain@nmcrs.org
Choir director
Vernie Fountain, 910-324-5817
vernie.fountain@ncfbins.com
Deacon chairman
Sherwood Fountain, 910-324-3018 (home)
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or 910-358-2046 (cell)
Deacons
Stanley Craft, 910-324-5915
Darrell Edwards, 910-324-4280
Byron Fountain, 910-324-5016
Vernie Fountain, 910-324-5817
Freddy Jones, 910-520-8715
Reid Southerland, 910-298-5509
Newsletter
Jeri Fountain, 910-324-5268
jerifountain@yahoo.com
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Praise God, praise God, praise God!
I’ve had a lot of ﬁrst things this month. I had my
ﬁrst ambulance ride, my ﬁrst admission to a hospital,
experienced my ﬁrst major surgery,
my ﬁrst pulmonary embolism (blood
clot in the lungs) and then the
second, and my ﬁrst helicopter ride
($14,000). I probably could have
found a cheaper helicopter, ride, but
I was in a hurry. Speaking of hurry,
Jeri can make it from my house to
Kenansville emergency room in 18
minutes.
God has taken care of me throughout this ordeal. I started doing weird
stuff a week or three before we found
out I had a problem. First my sisters
were asking if I was OK. I said
nothing was wrong. Then Jeri started
noticing I was doing odd things.
Finally, I started noticing I wasn’t
doing things correctly. (Why am I
always the last to know?) Jeri ﬁnally
convinced me to go to the doctor.
We got to the doctor’s ofﬁce about
8:30 a.m. The place was full. They
told us to go to the emergency room.
We got to the emergency room in
Kenansville and it was empty. How
many times do you see that? It was
God. They did a CT scan and found
the tumor. The ER doctor calls the
neurosurgeon on call at Pitt to get
someone to check me out. The call went to Dr. Stuart
Lee — who wasn’t on call, but was helping the doctor
who was because he was overly busy.
Dr. Lee said to give me steroids and send me home
and he’d see me in a week. Dr. Cherie Taylor, the ER
physician, wasn’t comfortable with that, insisting that
he see me that day. Reluctantly, Dr. Lee agreed.
Jeri and I went to Greenville. We saw Dr. Lee and
he said those words that as a patient you don’t want to
hear: “I’m going to admit you now.”
By now I’m scared to death. Brain surgery, may be
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a vegetable. Have to get my affairs in order. All those
thoughts were running through my head.
They put me on mega-doses of
steroids to reduce the swelling on
my brain and by the next morning I
was back to my old self. (That may
or may not be a plus). Anyway, I
started getting visitors from home
the ﬁrst day.
I am so blessed to have so many
friends, family and a great church
family. I thank you for all the visits, cards and all the prayers. I had
prayers being sent up from all over
the country and other countries
— even from Afghanistan. Praise
God.
God bless our CD church service
ministry. For about three weeks I
didn’t know that they had gotten
all the cancer out of my head. Jeri
didn’t know that I didn’t know. I
found out only when I listened to
a CD of the church service where
Charles got up to give a status
report on me. Talk about a peace
ﬂowing over somebody. That can’t
be topped. Thank you, Charles.
And thank you, God, for a great
son.
Until I found this out, I was in
turmoil. I was like a hamster on
a wheel. I hardly slept for three weeks. In my mind
I was dying very soon and I was giving everything
away to whom I wanted to have it. I still need to get
my affairs in order, but that’s something we all should
do because none of us are promised even our next
breath. Be prepared to be called home at any time
because you never know when your time will come.
May God bless you each and every one.
Thank you with more love than you can imagine.

THEM TO THE FAMILY OF

— Jimmy Fountain
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News, notes & tidbits
Women’s Bible study

Homecoming

The second session of the
women’s Bible study group will
start soon. This time the group
will use a Beth Moore DVD study
titled Fruits of the Spirit.
To sign up and have a book
reserved for you, see Rosa Craft or
Rita Fountain.

The annual homecoming celebration will be during the 11 a.m.
worship service Oct. 10.
A covered dish feast will follow
in the fellowship hall.

Halloween carnival

Make a Difference tour

Author/speaker/preacher Max
Lucado and musical guests Toby
Mac, Michael W. Smith and Third
Day will be at Crown Coliseum in
Fayetteville at 7 p.m. Oct. 30.
The program has grown out of
Lucado’s latest book, Out Live
Your Life.
Tickets are $24.50. More info:
www.makeadifferencetour.com.

Library hours

The resource center in the education building is open Wednesday
from 7-8 p.m. and before Sunday

school and between Sunday school
and worship service.
The library shelves hold ﬁction
and non-ﬁction books, reference
works and videos/DVDs for all
ages.
Call Suzy Southerland at 910298-5509 with any questions.

Back Swamp and Fountaintown
volunteer ﬁre departments will
hold their annual Halloween carnival the evenings of Oct. 23-24 and
Oct. 30-31 at Mike’s Farm. There
will be games, food and the muchanticipated haunted hayride.
Proceeds from the carnival are
split between the two departments
and used to keep equipment and
training up to date.

Got news??

Send your news, announcements, opinions, upcoming events
and anything for show and tell
to jerifountain@yahoo.com.
Deadline is Oct. 31.

Seniors get together each month for fellowship
Do you feel just a little bit cooler? The nights are
getting longer and perhaps this is just a taste of fall. I
hope so! God is still in control of the seasons and all
creation. What a blessing to us all!
Thinking about blessings makes me think of our
seniors, who are a blessing to me. Just to be able to
meet and greet them is truly a blessing.
Our theme for July was Independence Day. Jeff
Banks and his wife Becky provided our message and
music. Seth Jones from Jeff’s church also provided a
message in song and did a great job.
For August we had a Ladies’ Day theme. Becky
Banks provided the message and Witness in Harmony
brought the message in song. They are members of
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Community Christian Church in Richlands. This was
third visit with us and we all enjoyed their singing.
Our September theme was Fishers of Men, with
Jeff Banks our speaker and Donnie Avery, from the
gospel singing group Four in Christ, providing the
music.
Please continue to keep our senior ministry in your
prayers. I cannot thank enough the volunteers who
come and help each month. It is you who make our
ministry of Christian fellowship such a success. We
invite all of our seniors to come and join us on the
fourth Thursday of each month.

THEM TO SERVE

In His service

— Rick Dempsey

JESUS

IN THE WORLD
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Prayer requests
Mabel Franklin
Janet Heaton
Colleen Horne
Peggy Horne
Velma Horne
Faye Ives
Tim Jarman
Jennifer Johnson
Geno Jones
Leslie Jones
Louise Jones
Reba Jones
Zachary Jones
Fallon Lanier
Rose Manning
Suzie Marshburn
C J Mercer
Bill Nobles
Bobby Patterson
Justin Quinn
Geraldine Raynor
Julie Shay
Dee Dee Sloan
Ronnie Sumner
Justin Taylor
Wally Vick
Frances Voss
Guy Williams
Jolly Williams
Aleisha Young

September

1 - Gail Walton
1 - Freddy Jones
4 - Elton Fountain
5 - Ross Rigdon
7 - Doris Wood
7 - Savannah Young
8 - Tori Jones
8 - Tammi Albertson
9 - Britt Dail
9 - Sheldon Fountain
12 - Reba Fountain
15 - Faith Fountain
19 - Gabriel Fountain
19 - Braxton
Batchelor
22 - Angie Williams
23 - Joan Wood
25 - Austin Williams
29 - Ethel Wood

ANNIVERSARIES

Bob Adams
Johnnie Albertson
Tammi Albertson
Josiah Allen
Billie Ard
Joe Ard
Margaret Ard
Sam Baker
Joe Batts
Judy Bevens
Shelby Boone
Mertie Brinson
Chris Brock
Art & Marcia Brown
Franklin Brown
JoAnne Brown
Van Brown
Kimberly Bryan
Nancy Bryan
Cathy Burnette
Melissa Chase
Frances Edmundson
Pauline Edwards
Clifton Fountain
Elton Fountain
Frances Fountain
Jimmy Fountain
Reba Fountain
Sutton Fountain
Scott Fowler

• BRINGING

30 - Robert Jones

October

1 - Wendy Lanier
8 - Don Horne
9 - Ian Fetterolf
10 - Sheryl Ripley
13 - Reba Jones
13 - Zackary Williams
14 - Mickey
Southerland
15 - Kenny Brown
16 - Kimberly Bryan
22 - Erin Bryan
23 - Chris Byron
26 - Joe Ard
28 - Gene Shepard
28 - Jesse Medlin
31 - Mallory Jones
31 - Alyce Horne

September

6 - Tony & Mallory Jones
9 - Sutton & Joyce Fountain
22 - Ed & Gretchen Tokonitz
25 - Chris & Brettany Brock
27 - Durwood & Peggy Williams

October

6 - Dwight & Joan Wood
7 - Charles & Caron Fountain
23 - Mike & Plina Green
30 - Kenny & Shirley Pickett

HONOR AND GLORY TO

GOD •
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BUGS /from page 1
give us rest. However, so often we fail to carry everything to God in prayer.
Being human, we tend to tell everyone else our
troubles before we tell God. He stands waiting, ready
and able to calm our fears and give us peace.
Matthew 11:28 “Come unto me all ye that labour
and are heavy laden and I will give you rest.”
Psalm 91:2 “I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge
and my fortress: my God, in Him will I trust.”
Praise His holy name!
— Margaret Ard
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Remember to forget

I used to be deeply depressed because I did not
truly believe God loved me unconditionally. I also
believed the devil’s lies that I had to pay for my sin
by carrying my guilt around. The Bible says that
Jesus died not only for my
sins but also for my guilt
Job 11:14-18
and shame. God died to
(Ampliﬁed)
give me an abundant life,
a life full of joy, and free
14 If you put sin out
me from my sin and guilt. of your hand and far
When I read this pasaway from you and let
sage, it was on a day I
not evil dwell in your
tents;
was having a really hard
15 Then can you lift
time accepting God’s forup
your face to Him
giveness. I put my hand
without
stain [of sin,
up and said, “I accept
and unashamed]; yes,
Your forgiveness.” Then
you shall be steadfast
my eyes fell on this verse
and secure; you shall
that was hanging on my
not fear.
wall. Revelation! I put
16 For you shall
sin out of my hand by not
forget your misery; you
only not sinning, but also
shall remember it as
waters that pass away.
by not letting what I have
17 And [your] life
already done rule over me.
I have to put the guilt also shall be clearer than
the noonday and rise
out of my hand. Wow,
above it; though there
what joy came. Thank
be darkness, it shall be
you, Jesus.
as the morning.
Not only has God
18 And you shall be
brought me out of my
secure and feel condeep depression, He also
ﬁdent because there
is hope; yes, you shall
has helped me forget my
search about you, and
misery as “waters that
you shall take your rest
pass away.” I used to
in safety.
look at the pictures back
when I was in my deepest
depression and be sad. I was sad remembering how I
used to feel, for wasting so much of my life on being
depressed, and how I treated others. Now when I
look back, I no longer feel sad at all. God has taken it
all away. I have forgotten my former troubles (Isaiah
65:16). He has given me beauty for ashes (Isaiah
61:3). How awesome is God!
— Caron Fountain
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Women of Faith
meet Nov. 12-13
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Conference in Greensboro

It’s time to pack
those shoebox gifts

Shoebox gifts for Operation Christmas Child will
be collected on Sunday, Nov. 14. That gives us about
seven weeks to get our packages ready.
Samaritan’s Purse offers these suggestions:
• Use a standard size shoe box or a plastic shoe box
(they’re about a dollar at Walmart).
• Determine if your gifts are for a boy or girl and
mark the appropriate age group on the label (above).
• Fill with gifts such as crayons, pencils, solar calculator, paper, markers, pencil sharpener, small cars,
balls, jump ropes, yo-yos, stuffed animals, toothbrush,
toothpaste, bar soap, comb, washcloth, hard candy
or gum (in a plastic bag), ball caps, socks, T-shirts,
sunglasses, hair accessories.
• Do not include used items, war-related toys,
liquids or lotions, chocolate, food, vitamins or breakable items.
• Please donate $7 (or more) for each shoe box.
This helps cover shipping and other costs. You can
give online through the EZ Give program (www.
samaritanspurse.org/ezgive).
• Boxes need not be wrapped. If you do wrap your
box, be sure the lid is wrapped separately as boxes
will be opened at the Charlotte processing center so
Bible study materials can be added.
• For more information, color labels and volunteer
opportunities, go to www.samaritanspurse.org/occ.
• If you have questions, contact Diane Dail at 910324-3192 or memadail@hotmail.com.
— Diane Dail

God is not stingy. He does not weigh out his love
for us grain by grain; He doesn’t squeeze out forgiveness one tiny drop at a time. Not our God — he pours
out mercy in a ﬂood. He loves us more than we know.
He gives us more than we can ask or dream. He’s
unrestrained. Excessive. Outrageous. Over the Top.
“Over the Top” is the theme for this year’s Women
of Faith conference. There still are a few tickets
available to go with the Bethlehem group. Conference
tickets are $89. Sessions run from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. and
7-10 p.m. Friday and 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. Saturday.
Lodging for two nights (Thursday and Friday) is $45
if you share with two others; $58 with just one roommate.
Among those scheduled to speak in Greensboro are
Patsy Clairmont, Marilyn Meberg, Lisa Whelchel,
Anita Renfroe. Musical guests include Sandi Patty,
Mandisa and Mary Beth and Steven Curtis Chapman.
Over the course of the conference, you’ll have the
opportunity to:
• Renew your spirit with messages of hope and
humor
• Recharge your spiritual batteries with drama that
tickles your funny bone and touches your heart (at the
same time!)
• Rejoice with music from top Christian music
artists
• Reconnect with God and each other as the worship team leads an arena full of women in praise to
God
• Revitalize your life with resources that will help
keep the conference experience alive all year
• Relax in the comforting knowledge that God loves
you — right where you are
To join the Bethlehem group, contact Rita Fountain
at 910-324-5016 or Rosa Craft at 910-324-4881
(store) or 910-324-5915 (home).
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