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A resolution worth keeping

Mark your calendar for
communion and foot washing,
Sunday, Jan. 23 at 6 p.m.

Save your place

The annual Sunday School
Institute will held on Saturday,
March 5 at Mount Olive
College. There are a variety of
workshops and classes. See
Rita Fountain if you’re interested in attending.

The next business meeting will begin at 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, January 19.

Look for “Bethlehem Church”
on Facebook. It’s a handy spot
to post events, news, photos
and especially prayer requests.

•
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I must say that I have made my new
year’s resolution list and I can’t say
that they won’t be broken. Neither can
I say that I will share what some of
them are, but God knows. I do however, happen to be very optimistic about
them because they
really are not unrealistic
expectations, in fact I
must take them quite
seriously for the beneﬁt
of my well being. I did
just say they were not
unrealistic didn’t I?
Could someone please
remind me of that in
about two weeks? Just
kidding... or maybe not.
Since we are talking about new year’s
resolutions let’s focus
for a moment on Paul.
I was given this reﬂection through Rick
Warren devotionals and it really almost
took the breath out of me. Why?
Well, because I just can’t think like
Paul most of the time. He never did
anything halfway so I suppose it would
be fair to say that Paul had one resolution on his list: “For I resolve to know
nothing but Christ and him cruciﬁed”
(1 Corinthians 2:2).
Paul’s message is radically simple:
Salvation is in Christ alone. What does
this mean?
It’s not Christ plus
... your good behavior.
... the years you taught a Bible study.
... your tithe.
... the church you attend.
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... the number of verses you memorize.
... your title in the church.
... wisdom from the latest Christian
seminar.
... a desert fast (or even a dessert
fast!)
... a good driving
record.
... well-behaved
children.
... the right job.
... the right spouse.
... the latest technology.
This list could go on
and on and on, but ...
It’s simply Christ.
Christ plus nothing.
Wow! Now that is
a resolution worth striving for — just live for
Christ every day and
in Him alone put your
trust. Will it be easy? No, not for me
because I so easily get sidetracked with
my kids, my time, my family, my job,
technology, things, things and more
things. And I try to do it on my own
a lot of the time!! And you know the
rest of that story, if you’re honest with
yourself, spells f~a~i~l~u~r~e!
So let’s be in pursuit for that message that Paul gives to us. It is as
relevant right now as it was then and
will continue to be year after year. May
your resolution (and mine) for this year
be nothing but Christ and Him cruciﬁed. Now there is power in that!
—Billie Ard
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When God removed his mask
known him as he really is. This is
why, when Philip asked Jesus to
reveal the Father, Jesus said, “Don’t
you know me, Philip, even after I
have been among you such a long
time? Anyone who has seen me has
seen the Father.” (John 14:9)
God’s plan is not to be our hero.
He wants to be more than the one
we call on in times of trouble. He
wants to be our constant companion,
our Father, our friend. He wants
us to know him personally. This
is made possible through his Son,
Jesus Christ, who was sent to us
two thousand years ago. This is why
we celebrate his birth. Christmas
reminds us that God wants a relationship with us that is real and meaningful. We can know Him in a real
meaningful way.
Now that’s a reason to celebrate
— not just at Christmas, but all year
long!
— Preacher Joe

Our heroes usually wear masks, so
we don’t know who they really are.
Like Spiderman and Batman and the
Green Lantern and Zorro ... and, of
course, the original masked man, the
Lone Ranger.
We beneﬁt from their kindness
— they frequently save the world
from bad guys like the Penguin and
the Joker — but we don’t know who
they really are. They may be our
heroes, but our knowledge of them is
limited; they can’t be known personally.
There’s a sense in which the same
could have been said about God.
In the Old Testament we learned
about him, we saw how his people
beneﬁtted from his kindness, but we
couldn’t really know him personally,
intimately. It was like he was behind
a mask.
On Christmas Day, the mask was
removed. He revealed himself to us
fully and completely, so that we may
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New year, fresh start
with a clean heart

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right
spirit within me.” (Psalms 51:10)
A clean heart and a right spirit? What a marvelous way
to begin a new year here at Bethlehem! Have I got a right
spirit and a clean heart? I hope so and want to think so, and
hope we all will strive
for the same. Oh, by the
way, Happy New Year!
If our hearts and spirits
are right, then we can,
through God, achieve
great things this year. We
can’t have one without
the other.
We are off to a new
year in our senior ministry. I hope as we gather
each month we will
invite others to join us.
To our church body, I
challenge you to make a
difference this year and
to donate your time and
talents as we serve our
seniors in our church and
community. We always
need volunteers to help serve, prepare meals for our shutins, and most of all pray for our senior ministry.
Our senior ministry team will meet soon to plan for the
year. If you have any ideas or thoughts that can help our
ministry, please let us know. Our team consists of Susan
Dempsey, Rosa Craft, Alyce Horne and myself. They do
a great job to make my job easier. Also we cannot leave
out Ronnie Raynor who does a great job of cooking. And
a special thanks to our volunteers who are greatly appreciated!
Our ﬁrst meeting of 2011 will be at 6 p.m. January 27
(the fourth Thursday). Our menu will feature soup and
sandwiches and dessert. Sounds good during this cold
weather we’re having! Special music will be presented by
Back Swamp Community.
Thanks for your support and prayers as we meet the
needs of our seniors here at Bethlehem and the community.

Senior
Fellowship
Dinners

In His service

— Rick Dempsey

• UNITING

Time ﬂies when you’re having fun: The Rev. Joe Ard
his wife Billie marked 20 years of service to Bethlehem
in November.

Pastor appreciation day
and anniversary party

On Nov. 21, 2010 the Rev. Joe Ard was recognized for
20 years of service as pastor here at Bethlehem Original
Free Will Baptist Church and 25 years of service in the
OFWB denomination. The church honored him with a
pastor appreciation day and lunch was served after the
service for the occasion. Congratulations and our heartfelt
appreciation to our pastor for two decades of loving care!

Bethlehem comes to the aid
of foreign missions work

Foreign missions director Harold Jones writes: “We are
sincerely thankful for every church and individual who responded to the urgent need we reported in November. Due
to your generosity, we will be able to send full support to
our ﬁelds on Dec. 6. Please join us in prayer as we look to
January and beyond. Our desire is to do all that we can to
reach the world with the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
In response to OFWB International’s plea, Bethlehem
collected $3,297 during December. A special Christmas
money tree stood at the front of the sanctuary as a reminder of the help that was requested.
Additional donations can be sent to OFWB International
Inc., P.O. Box 39, Ayden, N.C., 28513.
For more information, go to www.ofwbi.org or e-mail
Harold Jones at director@ofwbi.org.

THEM TO THE FAMILY OF

GOD •
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God’s miracles are all around this church
People all over the world have just celebrated Christmas,
the holiday when we celebrate and worship the birth of
Jesus. This was truly a miracle, since Jesus was born to a
virgin. This king was born in a stable in Bethlehem, a most
unlikely place for a miracle to happen.
We know there are other
miracles written about in
the Bible — the parting of
the Red Sea, the water that
was turned into wine, the
raising of Lazarus from the
dead, and the ﬁshes and
loaves that were multiplied
to feed thousands. People
read of these events happening and say to themselves
that miracles only happened
“way back in Bible times” and that miracles don’t happen
today.
For those in our little corner of the world, we can truly
say that miracles still happen. Just think back on the past
year. Jimmy Fountain and Franklin Brown both had major

Mason Jones, son of Tony and Mallory Jones, seems
to be listening thoughtfully to Preacher Joe Ard during his dedication ceremony in November.

• EQUIPPING

brain surgery. Sherwood Fountain had illness that required
several days of hospitalization; Doris Fountain had to
spend several weeks in the hospital for a serious illness;
Sutton Fountain has been hospitalized several times;
Clifton and Frances Fountain both were in the hospital at
the same time; and Pauline Edwards was ill for a period of
time.
There are others in our congregation and community
who have been sick this year. Folks who have had cancer
have been given good reports when they returned to
physicians for checkups. God touched all of them and
performed miracles with His healing touch.
We also have four new little miracles in our church
family. God sent Sophia Jones, Christopher and Benjamin
Byron, and Mason Jones to us in 2010. Just look into their
tiny faces and you can see God’s love shining through.
So the next time someone says that miracles don’t happen any more, you can look at them and tell them they do.
We can talk to, touch, love and hug our miracles, because
miracles are still happening at our Bethlehem.
— Diane Dail

Bible study shines light
into the darkest times

If you didn’t participate in a Bible study class in 2010,
let that be a priority of things to do in 2011.
I took part in two:
Cultivating Contentment and
the book of Esther, which
highlighted “It’s tough being
a woman.” Boy, could I relate! I was reminded, at such
a time as this, what I’ve been
through and how, by God’s grace, that I’ve made it through
the darkness to the place in life where I am today. God was
with me even when I felt abandoned and left all alone. God
has so much more in store for my life — and yours!
I also want to encourage you to pay close attention to
what Preacher Joe tells us every Sunday. He has preached
some very powerful messages from God’s word. God
loves us and wants only the best for us. All he asks is that
we accept him as our personal Lord and Savior and that we
follow him.
I pray that you have a blessed 2011!
— Gail Walton

THEM TO SERVE

JESUS

IN THE WORLD

•

January-February 2011

Bethlehem Star

5

Newly ordained minister

January
With a packed church and his father, Edward,
and mother, Frankie, watching, Crandall Fountain
was ordained into the ministry of the Original Free
Will Baptists on Nov. 28. A time of fellowship and
celebration of Crandall’s hard work and dedication
followed. Congratulations are in order!

Prayer requests
Johnnie Albertson
Billie Ard
Joe Ard
Margaret Ard
Chris Brock
Franklin Brown
Frances Brown
JoAnne Brown
Van Brown
Kimberly Bryan
Nancy Bryan
Melissa Chase
Pauline Edwards
Frances Edmundson
Clifton Fountain
Doris Fountain
Edward Fountain
Elton Fountain
Frances Fountain
Jimmy Fountain
Joyce Fountain
Reba Fountain
Sutton Fountain
Mabel Franklin
Kevin Hart
Peggy Horne
Faye Ives

Tim Jarman
Geno Jones
Leslie Jones
Louise Jones
Reba Jones
Zachary Jones
Fallon Lanier
Michelle Lanier
Rose Manning
Suzie Marshburn
Cecil Murphy
Bill Nobles
Bobby Patterson
Justin Quinn
Cecil Raynor
Geraldine Raynor
Julie Shay
DeeDee Sloan
Ronnie Sumner
Justin Taylor
Wally Vick
Frances Voss
Doris Wood
Jo Wood
Guy Williams
Jolly Williams
Aleisha Young

• BRINGING

2- Stanley Craft
7 - Dawn Byron
8 - Diane Dail
8 - Timmy Wood
11 - Shonnon
McClenny
14 - Allen Pickett
15 - Caden Lanier
17 - Durwood
Williams
20 - Mary Hudson
20 - Kathleen
Southerland
20 - Truman Waller
21 - Guy Williams
21 - Jonathan
Dempsey
21 - Haley Lanier
23 - Caron Fountain
25 - Mark Lanier
27 - John Bryan

ANNIVERSARIES

PHOTO BY VICKY QUINN

30 - Reid
Southerland
30 - Rick Dempsey

February

3 - Ella Fountain
3 - Garrett McClenny
3 - Linda Whitehurst
4 - Geno Jones
5 - Caleb Ard
12 - John Wayne
Southerland
12 - Kasey
Sanderson
17 - Mike Greene
20 - Victoria Melton
23 - Brettany Brock
23 - Tony Jones
24 - Chasity Brown
26 - Carson Brown
28 - Annette Brown
28 - Zelma Martin

January

7 - Vernie & Susan Fountain
21 - Danny & Carolyn Brown

February

11 - Gene & Lesley Shepard
11 - Herb & Nancy Ripley
12 - Freddy & Marcia Jones
22 - Micky & Hilda Southerland
28 - Don & Alyce Horne

HONOR AND GLORY TO

GOD •
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Pleasure comes in the pursuit of holiness

Hebrews 10:24-25, in the King James Version, reads,
“And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and
to good works: Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves
together, as the manner of some is, but exhorting one
another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.”
The ESV reads, “And let us consider how to stir up one
another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet
together as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”
The day is drawing near. It is one day closer than it
was yesterday and we are one step closer to seeing the
Wonderful Counselor, the Prince of Peace, the ﬁrst and the
last. The question is are we one step closer to being ready?
In our walk with God, the passages above remind us that
we should love and encourage one another. By gathering
together in Holy Spirit-led functions, we are making ourselves more available to do God’s will. Gathering together
and encouraging one another help us grow into the person
God has called us to be. You may be a kind face in the
crowd, a server at a dinner or social, a leader of a study at
the church, or one watering the ﬂowers. No matter how big
or small your job may seem, each of these jobs is a part of
God’s plan. He wants us to join together in his service and
go out into the mission ﬁeld and share his wonderful story.
It has been so wonderful to look out and see kind
faces every time I have needed to go before the church
with an announcement or to sing. It means so much to
see warm and encouraging eyes and smiles. Struggling
with stage fright — yes, it is true — I missed out on a lot
of wonderful opportunities in life because I was worried
about embarrassing myself and pleasing others. One day
someone told me something that stuck with me and gave
me accountability for how I had been viewing things. This
person said, “You are here to equip people, not to entertain

them.” Those were powerful words to me. I had been
worried about my voice cracking or forgetting the words
instead of how the message of Jesus Christ was reaching
people’s hearts. Those words help me every time I get on
a stage now. I now remember it is just He and I that are up
there and He gets to do all the work, so if he wants me to
fall on my face, then so be it. I fall on my face. This is only
the world we are living in and
I need to be more concerned
about eternity.
The Apostle Paul wrote in
Romans 12:6, “We have different gifts, according to the grace
given us.” Encourage your
brothers and sisters with their
gifts. This is a way of showing
God’s love. This is a way of
being an evangelist. Charles
Stanley says, “You are called to
serve God where you are. We
have all been given the work of evangelists and teachers
(Matthew 28:19) as well as the task of caring for those
who are in need (Isaiah 1:17; Galatians 6:2). Get busy for
the kingdom. There is much work to be done.”
Brothers and sisters, there is so much work to be done.
We cannot do these things by trying to keep up with the
world. Remember, “Narrow is the gate and difﬁcult is the
way which leads to life, and there are few who ﬁnd it.”
(Matthew 7:14)
Search for what God would have in your lives, not for
what you would have for yourself.
As author Kay Arthur says, “Pleasure doesn’t come in
the pursuit of happiness, but in the pursuit of holiness.”
— Ashlea Jones

Teenagers take to the ice during Christmas break

What do you get when you put teenagers
on ice skates? Lots of fun and laughter. We
recently spent an afternoon at the Ice House
in Wilmington. The teens were amazing. The
majority gave it a try and several deﬁnitely
have talent! It was great to see them interacting by helping each other; whether by
helping to lace shoes, showing footwork,
helping someone get up after a fall or simply
offering a word of encouragement.

After a couple of cold hours ice skating,
skates were removed and we headed to
Cici’s where nice, warm pizza was on order.
The guys were extremely tolerant as the
girls went next door to T.J. Maxx for some
hot shopping.
A tired, but happy crowd returned safely
to Fountaintown after a wonderful day.
Good job guys!
— Susan Fountain
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“Grace”
as sung by The Martins

I was in prison, locked up in chains
Sin held me captive to sorrow and pain
Years of frustrations as love passed me by
Until the Master heard my heart’s cry
(chorus)
For grace, marvelous grace, I needed grace to pardon
and make me whole
Grace, marvelous grace, ﬂows from above with inﬁnite
love
Marvelous grace
I was downhearted I was broken inside
Praying for mercy with nowhere to hide

7

There was a solace searching for me
Grace everﬂowing that set my soul free
(chorus)
I am forgiven
I am redeemed
A brand new creation
He saved me and gave me a reason to sing
Grace, grace, God’s grace, grace that will pardon and
cleanse within
Grace, grace, God’s grace, grace that is greater than all
our sins
For grace, marvelous grace
Flows from above with inﬁnite love
Marvelous grace
www.the-martins.com

Fear not as you walk over the mountain of doubt

“Truly I tell you, whoever says to this mountain, Be
lifted up and thrown into the sea! and does not doubt at all
in his heart but believes that what he says will take place,
it will be done for him.” ( Mark 11:23, Ampliﬁed)
Mountains can take on many different forms in our
lives. It can be a mountain of insecurity or a mountain of
debt. I had a mountain in front of me that I couldn’t see
until God revealed it to me.
I have had many around me facing physical battles,
of which I believe they are all healed in Jesus’ name. I
have no doubt that they are already healed. Even with
that knowing, they have had to face and go through some
really rough stuff. That is where the devil stepped in and
began to make me face a mountain of fear. At ﬁrst I was
not really aware of it. Then I kept having these thoughts of
doubt. It has taken a lot for me to really believe in God’s
divine healing, and the fact that it is His will for us to walk
in it. Now the devil has tried to come at it from a different
angle. It is no longer the angle of not being healed, but
of the fear of suffering. The fear also that I would not be
strong enough to face some of those daunting situations
with faith if they happened to me.
Then just today, I picked up the book of Psalms again.
Within the ﬁrst few pages came this verse: “He shall not
be afraid of evil tidings; his heart is ﬁrmly ﬁxed, trusting

(leaning on and being conﬁdent) in the Lord.” (Psalm
112:7, Ampliﬁed)
God is so awesome. The Bible tells us to fear not 365
times, enough for every day. I am not going to be afraid
anymore, because “Greater is He that is in me than he that
is in the world.” (I John 4:4). Proverbs 15:15 (Ampliﬁed)
says, “All the days of the desponding and afﬂicted are
made evil [by anxious thoughts and forebodings], but he
who has a glad heart has a continual feast [regardless of
circumstances].”
God is good, and I will not be afraid!
— Caron Fountain
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Experience leads to good decisions, success
The story is told of a new bank president who met with
his predecessor and said, “I would like to know what
have been the keys to your success.” The older gentleman
looked at him and replied, “Young
man, I can sum it up in two words:
Good decisions.”
To that the young man responded, “I
thank you immensely for that advice,
sir, but how does one come to know
which are the good decisions?” “One
word, young man,” replied the sage.
“Experience.”
“That’s all well and good,” said
the younger, “but how does one get
experience?” “Two words,” said the
elder. “Bad decisions.”
It is so important to realize that,
although we are individuals, the
choices and decisions we make do
not affect only us, but others as well.
Whether we’re aware of it or not,
people are watching us. Whether we
realize it or not, we are inﬂuencing and
having an impact on someone else’s
life, positively, or negatively, for good,
or for bad.
Every day we make decisions. Some of our decisions
may be good, and yes, some of our decisions may be bad.
I’m reminded that God has set before His people good and
evil; blessings and curses; life and death. Then He said,
“CHOOSE LIFE!” It’s important to note here that the
good, the blessings and the life were set in front of them,

but not forced on them. The same is true for the evil, the
curses and death. They had to choose.
In every decision there lies a consequence. Bad decisions can put us in difﬁcult circumstances; good decisions can avoid
them. As we begin this new day
we have to decide which path we
will walk, either the path of good,
blessings and life, or evil, curses and
death. We will choose the attitude we
will carry as well. We will decide to
be happy or be sad. We will decide
either to forgive or not to forgive. We
will decide to love, or not to love.
The decision is ours.
The choices we make will determine the outcome of our day, and just
as important, the impact we will have
on others. No, we cannot always determine what circumstances we will
face, but even if we ﬁnd ourselves in
difﬁcult times, we can determine how
we will respond in the midst of those
circumstances.
Today, choose a GOOD attitude!
Choose LOVE! Choose BLESSINGS! Choose LIFE! It
does not cost a dime to create a favorable atmosphere
that will have a positive impact on others, and us as well!
Remember it will not happen automatically. But God has
made it possible, through Christ!
You must decide.
— Byron Fountain

As a young minister in Kentucky, I was asked by a
funeral director to hold a graveside service for a homeless
man who had no family or friends. The funeral was to be at
a new cemetery back in the country, and this man would be
the ﬁrst to be buried there.
I was not familiar with the backwoods area, and I soon
became lost and ﬁnally arrived an hour late.
I saw the backhoe and the open grave, but the hearse
was nowhere in sight. The digging crew was eating lunch.
I apologized to the workers for my tardiness, and I stepped
to the side of the open grave. There I saw the vault lid
already in place. I assured the workers I would not hold
them up long, as I told them that this was the proper thing
to do.

The workers gathered around the grave and stood
silently as I began to pour out my heart and soul. As I
preached, the workers became excited and began to say,
“Amen.” Their fervor truly inspired me. So I preached
and preached like I had never preached before, all the way
from Genesis to Revelation.
I ﬁnally closed the lengthy service with a prayer,
thanked the men and walked to my car. As I was opening
the door and taking off my coat, I heard one of the workers
say to another, “I ain’t never seen nothin’ like that before,
and I’ve been puttin’ in septic tanks for 30 years.”
(author unknown)
— submitted by Darrell Edwards

I ain’t never seen nothin’ like that country funeral before
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Does the way I live reﬂect
the Light of the World?
Are we actively involved in the
lives of those around us to ensure
they know who our Redeemer is?
Do we talk about our salvation?
Do others even know that we have
accepted Christ as our Lord and
Savior? If we have, can they see true
repentance? Is there evidence of a life
change? True repentance should be
evident in our life.
The mark of repentance is how a
person acts after they have repented.
If we are sincere, we will be changed
from the inside out. This doesn’t
mean it will always be easy, but we
have the promise that Jesus Christ
will always be there to help us.
We often wonder why more people

don’t come to know who He is. It just
might be because of what we have
done, rather than what we haven’t
done or said. Each and every day
people are watching us. That’s why
when we claim that we have repented
people need to see a change. Let’s all
strive to let HIS light shine through
us that they may know Him.
If you feel that you are missing
something in your Christian walk,
become involved in our Sunday
school program, women’s Bible
study, Wednesday night Bible study,
ladies’ auxiliary, Monday night prayer
time and our youth meetings.
If the Holy Spirit is speaking to
you to step up and step out, take

action. He will give you the strength
and the courage to accomplish His
work.
— Rita Fountain

As long as I keep my eyes on the Son I can get home
One of the things my daddy enjoyed when he came up
to visit from South Carolina was me taking him for a drive
around the countryside. You see, he was born in Ayden
and lived in North Carolina until he was nine years old.
His father, my Granddaddy George pastored churches and
preached all over eastern North Carolina. Of course my
daddy would often travel with him.
One afternoon as we rode through in Lenoir, Duplin
and Jones counties, Daddy was pointing out old two-story
farmhouses, the kind with a small front porch, an open
hall running through to the back porch, and a dining room
and kitchen to the side. He also loved to look at the crops;
often commenting on them. He was a farmer, too.
As the day wore on, it was time to head toward home.
But suddenly the paved road ended and we were on a dirt
road. It was full of deep, muddy ruts. I thought we were
going to get stuck and I was getting mud all over my car!
Finally Daddy said, “I think we are lost! Do you know
where you are going?”
I replied, “No, I don’t, but as long as I keep my eyes on
the sun, I know I can ﬁnd my way home.”
The road of life is full of ruts. That is a given! “Yet man
is born into trouble, as the sparks ﬂy upward.” (Job 5:7)

Therefore, it would behoove us to be prepared for troubles.
How? Here are a few suggestions:
1. Study the Scriptures. Learn how God took care of His
people in impossible situations.
2. Memorize Scripture. My late husband Norman and
I used to memorize the Scripture of our Sunday school
lessons. We would write it on a card and stick it to our
mirror. Then we were able to recall the verses when we
needed them. Young folks, it is easy for your to memorize
Scripture. It gets harder to do as we get older.
3. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you believe and have faith
in the promises of the Scriptures.
4. Ask God to give you His peace in your heart.
5. Keep talking to the Son of God. The Son will carry us
through the ruts of life and ﬁnally to our heavenly home.
Isaiah 43:2-3: “When thou passest through the waters,
I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they will not
overﬂow thee: When thou walkest through the ﬁre, thou
shall not be burned; neither shall the ﬂames kindle thee.
For I am the Lord they God, the Holy One of Israel, thy
Savior.”
Praise the Lord!
— Margaret Ard
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News, notes & tidbits
Sunday school month

February is designated as Sunday
school month. This year’s theme
is “We Love Sunday School!” A
breakfast will be held Feb. 13 in the
fellowship hall.
Classes for all ages begin at 10
a.m. each Sunday. For more information, contact Rita Fountain.

Thanks much

I would like to say thanks to those
who gave of their time and talent so
that we could receive such spiritual
blessings here at Bethlehem. The music has been wonderful; the preaching
and teaching superb.
Also for the some 25 Christmas
cards that you gave to me. I’ve so
enjoyed looking at them and I intend
to look at them some more!
May God’s richest blessings be
upon each and every one of you in the
new year.
— Margaret Ard

A ring to it

Congratulations to Haley Lanier
and John Grayson Craft on their

engagement. Haley is the daughter
of Wendy and William Lanier; John
Grayson is the son of Rosa and
Stanley Craft.

Spirit of giving

In November, Bethlehem members
prepared 60 shoeboxes ﬁlled with
gifts for Operation Christmas Child.
Our area sent 4,475 shoeboxes to
Samaritan’s Purse for distribution to
children around the globe. This year’s
total in eastern North Carolina was
400 boxes more than last year.

Girl Scout cookie time

Savannah and Sierra Young are
taking orders for Girl Scout cookies
until Jan. 22. Varieties include Carmel
Delites, Thin Mints, Peanut Butter
Patties, Peanut Butter Sandwich,
Lemonades, Short Bread, ThanksA-Lots and a brand new one called
Shout Outs!
If you do not wish to buy cookies, but still want to support the Girl
Scouts, you can donate to Operation
Cookie Drop. This effort sends cookies to our LOCAL troops overseas!

Bethlehem Original Free Will Baptist Church
c/o Jeri Fountain
2986 Catherine Lake Rd.
Richlands, NC 28574

To order cookies, contact Aleisha
Young at aliyoung27@aol.com.

Mark it down

Dust off your cowboy boots and
lasso your old stick horse. “Saddle
Ridge Ranch” is the theme of this
year’s vacation Bible school, which
will run from June 26-30 with commencement on July 1.
Get into the swing of things June
18 with a Western roundup party
complete with games, food and a
great deal of fellowship and fun.
See Diane Dail for more information.

Easter egg hunt

Kids of all ages are invited to
hunt for Easter eggs the afternoon of
Saturday, April 23.
More details will be provided as
the date draws near.

Four in Christ

Donnie Avery and the group bring
their musical ministry to Bethlehem
on Sunday, July 31. The concert will
be in the evening.

