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A fresh new school year

It’s a girl

We are tickled pink and happy
to say
An adorable baby girl is on
the way!
Please join us for a baby
shower for Ryan and Jessica
Southerland on Saturday, Sept.
10, from 3 to 5 p.m. in the
fellowship hall.
They are registered at Target
and Babies R Us.

Wow! Where does time go? Here it
is time to start a new school year and
also a new Sunday School year. We
are really excited about the chance to
teach new students.
For those who may not know, the
ﬁrst Sunday in September is when we
readjust our classes to coincide with
the new school grades. If you are in
pre-K, kindergarten, ﬁrst grade or
second grade, you will be in Diane
Dail and Carol Madigan’s class.
Those going into third, fourth or ﬁfth
grade will be in Cleo Fountain’s class.
Junior high students (sixth, seventh
and eighth grades) will be in Rita
Fountain and Brettany Brock’s class.
High schoolers (ninth through 12th
grades) will be with J.J. Jones.
If your child is apprehensive about
attending Sunday school, remind him

or her about the good times that you
had. Even though it is called Sunday
“school,” it is a fun time and we slip
in a little learning in there, too.
Unfortunately, a lot of our children
are not able to attend because they
don’t have a ride. Be a chauffeur for
your child, grandchild, niece, nephew
or neighbor — make a difference in
their lives and in yours, too.
— Rita Fountain
Sunday school superintendent

Ladies collect items for food bank

Halloween carnival

It’s baaaack ...
Fountaintown and Back
Swamp volunteer ﬁre departments stage the haunted
hayride Oct. 21-22 and Oct.
28-29 at Mike’s Farm. The
carnival games will be held
only Oct. 28-29.
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The Ladies Auxiliary is in need of
new members. We especially need
some of the younger women to join
us. We meet just once a month, at 7
p.m. on the Thursday night before
second Sunday.
The whole church is
encouraged to help us
with our project. The
local food bank needs
all kinds of canned goods and paper
products. We will be collecting food,
paper products, cleaning supplies, diapers — anything a family would need
— during September and October.
We will be taking these articles to
Harvest Connection in Kinston. It is

UNITING

•

EQUIPPING

the Free Will Baptist center for the
eastern association. They have large
bins for each item. It is amazing to go
into the building there. When there
is a need, they send out a large truck
ﬁlled with food and
supplies.
Each time you buy
groceries, just pick up an
extra can of something or
a package of paper goods. Bring them
to the church and I will see that they
are delivered.
It will be a blessing to you to know
you have given to someone less
fortunate.
— Elvis Fountain

•
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The most sensible way to live

E. Stanley Jones said, “If you don’t surrender to Christ,
you surrender to chaos.” This is true on both a big level
and a small level.
We all know how the lives of unbelievers are reduced
to chaos when they fail to surrender to Christ, refusing to
receive him as their Lord and Savior.
But it also happens to believers who try to withhold bits
and pieces of their lives from the lordship of Christ.
For example, I know believers who are overall committed to following Christ ... except at the dinner table.
They’ve never let go of their gluttony. As a result, this
leads to chaos in their lives: it causes health problems and
hinders them from being fully active and fully alive.
And I know believers who are overall committed to
following Christ ... except when it comes to managing
their checkbook. They’ve never let go of their stinginess,
or they’ve never let go of their addiction to shopping, and
this resistance leads to chaos in their lives.
And I know believers who refuse to surrender their
tongues to the lordship of Christ; their habits of speaking
harshly to family members, gossiping with their friends or
they never tell anyone about their relationship with Jesus.
This leads to chaos again and again.
It’s a pretty good guarantee that the chaos in your life

— whether big or small — is caused by an unwillingness
to surrender this part of your life to Jesus.
In “The Purpose Driven Life,” Rick Warren says,
“Surrender is not the best way to live. It’s the only way to
live. All other approaches lead to frustration, disappointment, and self-destruction.” The TEV translation of the
Bible calls the life of surrender “the most sensible way to
serve God.” (Romans 12:1 TEV)
It’s true. A life of surrender is the only thing that makes
sense. Everything else leads to chaos. Surrendering leads
to peace: “If you do this, you will experience God’s peace,
which is far more wonderful than the human mind can
understand.” (Philippians 4:7)
Have you surrendered to Christ? You can today ... begin
new life with Christ ... follow His lead ... this is the most
sensible way to live.
— Preacher Joe
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Pray hardest when it’s hardest to pray

There are things I don’t want to deal with and do not
want to think about. One of those things is losing my
vision. I handled it somewhat halfway while it wasn’t
progressing, but once it began to plummet in the past
couple of years, I’ve opted to not think about it. I am prone
to this; that is, when something is changing, I turn away
from it so that I do not have to deal with it.
I had a conversation recently about what
my faith means and what it teaches. I
mentioned that prayer is important in my
faith, to spend time communicating with
God. The person with whom I was speaking asked me if I was praying all the time.
I realized I wasn’t. When I was upset
or in a difﬁcult situation, I had the most
trouble with prayer. We talked some more
and I mentioned where I live. She said
she had passed through Fountaintown one
night and by the church called Bethlehem
that had a sign up. The sign said, “Pray
the hardest when it is hardest to pray.”
She was travelling through the area and didn’t
know where she was. Talking to her husband on her cell
phone, she told him about the message on the church sign.
The conversation I had with this person has stuck with
me. A little bit coincidental, maybe, but I don’t think so.
This was a lesson being taught to me. I’ve had to acknowledge that prayer has been difﬁcult when I felt that things
were overwhelming.

So the message of praying the hardest when it’s hardest to pray was taught to me by a stranger passing by my
church who read it one night passing through. Here I was,
thinking, “Oh.” Although I can’t see the sign, I usually
hear someone state what the quote is. As simple-minded
as I can be, I truly was amazed at the simplicity of the
message. And as simple-minded as I can be, I thought as
I prayed, “Do You mean You want me to
LEARN something from this?” It is
humbling, thinking the words were
nice but not having relevance in my
life.
It is hardest to pray when faced
with physical problems. You might
agree it is hardest to pray when faced
with other problems. Life is going
to include some troubles, and one
mistake we can make is not praying
about them. It’s part of being human,
and we should not condemn ourselves
for this failing but recognize it and be in
prayer about it. The point is to learn as we
carry on in life, and praying the hardest when it’s hardest
to pray has been a lesson for me to intertwine into my
faith.
“Our present troubles are quite small and won’t last
very long. Yet they produce for us an immeasurably great
glory that will last forever.” 2 Corinthians 4:17
—Wendy Fountain

Heat, earthquake
and hurricane came to
Fountaintown in a matter
of days. It’s just a part of
summer — and I’m ready
for fall to arrive!
For our July senior fellowship meeting, we had special
guests for both devotions and entertainment. Brother Harry
Carroway spoke to us about problems we face here on
earth, reminding us that God will see us through them. We
are never alone because God is always beside us. The Back
Porch Gut Bucket Band from Jacksonville entertained
us with all kinds of handmade musical instruments and
comedy. One of our own, Rosa Craft, joined in the fun and
played the spoons.
For our August meeting, it was nice to have Jeff Banks

back for devotions. He did a great job and all of our
seniors were eager to see and hear him and welcome him
back. Our own Bethlehem ensemble entertained us with
great songs that we all enjoyed. It’s hard to get them all
together to sing. Thanks to Vernie Fountain and Danny
Walton who moved and set up the sound equipment. This
is not an easy task as it involves lifting and moving it from
one building to another.
This was one of the best-attended meetings this summer.
Several of our seniors have been sick and are or have
been in the hospital. Our prayers for a speedy recovery are
with them and we hope they will be back next month.
Our next meeting will be at 6 p.m. on Thursday, Sept.
22. We will have a ﬁsh fry.
Come and join us for good Christian fellowship.
— Rick Dempsey

Hurricanes, earthquakes and heat, oh my!

• UNITING
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“Can Anybody Hear Me” by Meredith Andrews
I’m staring at these empty walls
Wondering when You’ll visit me again
When will You come?
If there is anything at all
Coming in between our love
Please show me, ‘cuz I am barely hanging on

Nothing can separate me from Your love

Can anybody hear me?
The silence is deafening
Why do You feel so far away?
When I know You’re here with me
But I just need faith to see
Nothing can separate me from Your love

I know You can hear me
When the silence is deafening
Even though You seem far away
And I know You’re here with me
But I just need faith to see
Nothing can separate me from Your love

Believing what I can’t see
Has never come naturally to me
And I’ve got questions
But I am certain of a Love
Strong enough to hold me when I’m doubting
You’ll never let go of my hand
Can anybody hear me?
The silence is deafening
Why do You feel so far away?
When I know You’re here with me
But I just need faith to see

I will trust in You, even in the moments
I can’t ﬁnd you, and I will hold on to
Your promises of love
You’ve never failed before

Meredith Andrews says, “I never want to write
songs just to write songs. I always want them to
be about conveying the heart of God to people,
whether they are people who walk with the Lord or
people who don’t walk with the Lord. I think the best
way to do that is to do it through His word. I always
want my songs to be infused with the word of God
because if it’s my words, it’s null and void. What do
I have to say to people that is going to change their
lives? Nothing! But if it comes from the Lord, that’s
what is going to change them.”
For more, go to www.meredithandrews.com

Prayer requests
Johnnie Albertson
Chris Brock
Franklin Brown
Frances Brown
Kelly Brown
Tammy Brown
Van Brown
Kimberly Bryan
Nancy Bryan
Jonathan Dempsey
Anthony Dinuzzo
Darrell Edwards

Pauline Edwards
Clifton Fountain
Doris Fountain
Edward Fountain
Elton Fountain
Frances Fountain
Helen Fountain
Hilton Fountain
Jimmy Fountain
Joyce Fountain
Marvin Fountain
Reba Fountain

• EQUIPPING

Sutton Fountain
Janet Heaton
Faye Ives
A.D. Jones
Geno Jones
Hubert Jones family
Louise Jones
Randy Jones
Reba Jones
Fallon Lanier
Bill Nobles
Eric Powell & family

THEM TO SERVE

JESUS

Cecil Raynor
Geraldine Raynor
Gloria Raynor
Ronnie Raynor
Nancy Ripley
Frances Voss
Doris Wood
Guy Williams
Jolly Williams
Military and families
Church leaders
Youth

IN THE WORLD

•

September-October 2011

Bethlehem Star

5

Let the Christmas
shopping begin?

Thanks, nursery staff

I wanted to personally thank everyone who has helped
and who does help in the nursery. All of you may not
even realize what a wonderful blessing that you are to
my family. It is so nice to be able to come to church and
have loving people willing to take care of our children.
This enables us parents to get fed and contribute. I greatly
appreciate every one of you, and you will all be blessed in
return.
“The generous will prosper; those who refresh others
will themselves be refreshed.” Proverbs 11:25 (NLT)
— Caron Fountain
Interested in helping in the nursery? See Susan
Dempsey. Want to teach Sunday school? See Rita
Fountain. Is children’s church in your future? See Mallory
Jones. Opportunities abound!

• BRINGING

September

1 - Gail Walton
1 - Freddy Jones
2 - Mason Jones
4 - Elton Fountain
5 - Ross Rigdon
7 - Doris Wood
7 - Savannah Young
8 - Tori Jones
8 - Tammy Albertson
9 - Britt Dail
9 - Sheldon Fountain
12 - Reba Fountain
15 - Faith Fountain
19 - Gabriel Fountain
19 - Braxton
Batchelor
22 - Angie Williams
23 - Joan Wood
25 - Austin Williams

ANNIVERSARIES

Collection date for Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes will be Nov. 13 during the morning worship service.
Now is the time to take advantage of back-to-school
sales for school supplies to include in these boxes.
Shoeboxes can be designated for children ages 2-4, 5-9
and 10-14.
Boxes can be ﬁlled with crayons and pencil and other
school supplies; age-appropriate toys and games; hygiene
items such as toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap and hairbrushes; and hard candy.
More information will be available in October.
— Diane Dail
To learn more about Operation Christmas Child, a
ministry of Samaritan’s Purse, go to www.samaritanspurse.
org/occ

30 - Robert Jones

October

1 - Wendy Lanier
8 - Don Horne
9 - Ian Fetterolf
10 - Sheryl Ripley
13 - Reba Jones
13 - Zackary Williams
14 - Mickey
Southerland
15 - Kenny Brown
16 - Kimberly Bryan
22 - Erin Bryan
23 - Chris Byron
26 - Joe Ard
28 - Gene Shepard
28 - Jesse Medlin
31 - Mallory Jones
31 - Alyce Horne

September

6 - Tony & Mallory Jones
9 - Sutton & Joyce Fountain
27 - Durwood & Peggy Williams

October

6 - Dwight & Joan Wood
7 - Charles & Caron Fountain
23 - Mike & Plina Greene
30 - Kenny & Shirley Pickett

If your special day isn’t listed, it means your directory
entry needs updating. See Gail Walton.

HONOR AND GLORY TO

GOD •
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Longtime Mount Olive president Dr. Raper dies

Dr. W. Burkette Raper, 83, of Mount Olive died peacefully on Aug. 1, 2011, after a courageous battle with
cancer.
Burkette, the son of the late William Cecil and Beulah
Davis Raper, was born September 10, 1927, in the Black
Creek community of Wilson County. He is survived by
his wife of 60 years, Rose Mallard Raper, and children
Olivia R. Best of Faison; Kristie R. Bailey (Gary) of
Goldsboro; Burke Raper (Susan) of Durham; Elizabeth
R. Hood (Brad) of LaGrange; and Laura R. Buddin
(Mike) of Murrells Inlet, S.C. Nine grandchildren and six
great-grandchildren also survive. He also is survived by
a brother, James Earl Raper of Turbeville, S.C.; a sister,
Mary R. O’Donnell of Athens, Ga.; a brother-in-law, Fred
A. Davenport of Plymouth; two half-brothers, David Jones
of Virginia and Daniel Jones of Pennsylvania; and a halfsister, Sally J. Taylor. He was preceded in death by a son,
Stephen Lee Raper, and a sister, Catherine R. Davenport.
After the death of his father in 1936, Burkette entered
the Free Will Baptist Orphanage in Middlesex, where he
lived until graduation from Middlesex High School in
1944. He earned a bachelor of arts in liberal arts in 1947
from Duke University and a master of divinity in 1952
from Duke Divinity School. In 1960, Atlantic Christian
College, now Barton College, awarded Burkette an honorary doctor of laws degree. In 1962, he earned a master of
science in higher education from Florida State University.
A major decision in his life was to enter the ministry
of the Free Will Baptist Church and in 1946 he was
ordained by the Western Conference of the Original Free
Will Baptists of North Carolina. He served as pastor of
Oak Grove in Sampson County, Stony Hill and Memorial
Chapel of the Free Will Baptist Children’s Home in Nash
County, Arapahoe in Pamlico County, Friendship in Jones
County, and Howell Swamp and Hull Road in Greene
County.
On Aug. 2, 1954, he became president of Mount Olive
College, two-year college owned and operated by the

North Carolina
State Convention
of Original Free
Will Baptists. Just
26, he was the
youngest college
president in the
United States.
When he retired
as president in
January 1995, he
had the distinction of being the
longest-tenured
college president
in the nation.
During his forty
years as president
he guided the
development of the college from a two-year junior college
to an accredited four-year college. After retiring from the
presidency, he served Mount Olive College as director of
planned giving for ten years, making a total of 50 years of
service to the college.
Following his 50 years of service to Mount Olive
College, he worked to establish the North Carolina
Foundation for Christian Ministries, which is afﬁliated
with the Convention of Original Free Will Baptists. The
mission of the foundation is to communicate the Christian
faith by serving as a medium for charitable and educational
purposes. All together, his ministry to Original Free Will
Baptists lead him to complete 65 years of service to God
and mankind.
Those who wish to make memorials are invited to
consider the W. Burkette and Rose M. Raper Endowment
for educational and charitable purposes with the North
Carolina Foundation for Christian Ministries, P.O. Box
210, Mount Olive, N.C. 28365-0210.

A church that is composed of encouragers is a uniﬁed church. On the other
hand, it’s hard to stay united in a church where a handful of members are
easily offended, get their feelings hurt, air their grievances, want their own way,
and criticize the leadership.
Are you endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace?
— a quote from David Jeremiah
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We’re called to be
the hands, feet of Jesus

Seems there was a group of businessmen returning
from a sales convention and they were in a hurry to catch
a ﬂight home. Rushing through the terminal with carry-on
luggage and laptops in tow, one of the men inadvertently
bumped into a table which held ripe, red apples stacked in
an attractive display. The stack collapsed and apples rolled
everywhere.
Without slowing down or even glancing back, the businessmen charged toward the boarding gate — all but one!
One man paused, took a deep breath, and saw the look
on the face of the young girl whose apple stand had just
been destroyed. Then he put down his luggage, got down
on his hands and knees and began to gather apples.
Only then did he notice that the young girl was blind.
She was softly crying, tears running down her cheeks in
frustration, and at the same time helplessly groping for her
spilled produce as the crowd swirled about her.
The businessman helped her gather up the apples, put
them back on the table and organized the display. When
they had ﬁnished, he pulled out his wallet and said to the
girl, “I’m so sorry. Here, please take this $40 for the damage we did. Are you okay?”
She nodded through her tears. Then, as the man started
to walk away, the bewildered blind girl called out to him,
“Mister ...” He paused and turned. “ ... are you Jesus?”
ARE YOU JESUS?
Does that question hit you between the eyes like it
does me? You know, that’s really our calling. With all our
religious hoopla and theological arguments and doctrinal
positions ... if we call ourselves Christians what we’re
really supposed to do is just be Jesus for people. Oh, I
don’t mean we’ve got to be perfect; we just have to keep
our eyes open for folks in need and love them — or maybe
more correctly, let Jesus love them through us.
One night before dinner, Jesus got down on his hands
and knees and washed his disciples’ feet. Afterwards, he
said, “OK guys, now you’ve experienced my washing your
feet, time for you to go wash some feet yourselves!”
Are YOU Jesus?
Something to think about ...
— submitted by Susan Fountain

I Saw God Today
Some will believe me
and the others will call me crazy,
but I saw God today.
He wrapped me up in a blanket of clouds
and let me ﬂoat over all mankind.
Higher than the eagle ﬂies
I soared with God in the Heavens.
The Almighty hugged me,
like He would a friend.
Then my Father sent a gentle breeze
to whisper in my ear, “I love you.”
Yes, today I did something most people would only
dream of.
Today, I saw God.
— Rachel Southerland

Got news to share??

Send your news, announcements, opinions, upcoming
events, new baby photos and anything else for show-andtell to jerifountain@yahoo.com.
Deadline for the November-December issue will be
Sunday, Oct. 23.
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