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Catch ﬁre rather than
merely warm a pew

Pastor appreciation

Show the love on Sunday,
Nov. 6, to Preacher Joe and
Billie Ard.
A covered-dish dinner
follows, so bring your specialties and prepare to feast and
fellowship.

“This might hurt, it’s not safe,
But I know that I’ve gotta make a
change.
I don’t care if I break,
At least I’ll be feeling something.
‘Cause just okay is not enough.
Help me ﬁght through the nothingness of life.”

I heard this Matthew West song on
K-Love radio (104.1-FM) and to be
totally honest, at ﬁrst I didn’t like it at
ALL! It stomped on my toes way too
hard. But it explains how I felt and I
fell in love with it.
Church had become just a routine
thing for me. I’m tired of just going
to church. I’m tired of just going to
Sunday school, just singing in the
choir, just listening to the sermon, and
just teaching children’s church.
I want to be so excited to go to

Sunday school. I want to mean and
feel the words I am singing in the
choir. I want to really listen to the
sermon, but not JUST listen. I want to
be able to apply it to MY life, and not
sit there and think, “well, this person
should have heard that sermon, they
needed it.” No! I needed it!
see WARM on page 4

Christmas programs

The youth will present their
Christmas program at 6 p.m.
Dec. 18. Refreshments will
follow.
The choir will present its
cantata, “Celebrate the Gift,”
during the 11 a.m. worship
service on Dec. 18.

Danny Walton drives the Bethlehem train on its inaugural run. See page 6.

•

LEADING

•

UNITING

•

EQUIPPING

•

SERVING

•

2

Bethlehem Star

November-December

2011

Reaching out to disguised Christ

JOHN 12:26
In the gospel of John, Jesus said, “All those who want
to be my disciples must come and follow me, because my
servants must be where I am.”
This phrase caught my attention: “My servants must be
where I am.”
I realize that most of the time I’m asking Jesus to be
where I am. Here, he’s asking me to be where he is ... that
is, to go where he goes.
Where does Jesus go? We learn from the gospels that he
goes to the lonely, the hurt, and the oppressed. He’s with
those struggling with defeat and yearning for victory. He’s
with those who have nowhere else to turn.
And that’s where he wants us to be.
We are “where he is” when we encourage the discouraged. We go where he goes when we reach out to the
disenchanted and the disenfranchised, when we express
his love, mercy and compassion to others. This is what
Mother Teresa referred to as reaching out to Christ “in all
his distressing disguises.”
Jesus reminded us, “’I tell you the truth, whatever you
did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did
for me.” (Matthew 25:40)
He is waiting to meet you today, sometimes in a dis-

tressing disguise.
Look for opportunities today to express his love, to
reveal his grace and to be where Jesus would be if he were
in your shoes today. The opportunities before us abound.
— Preacher Joe

Bethlehem church contacts
Pastor
Joe Ard
joe_ard@hotmail.com
Deacon chairman
Sherwood Fountain, 910-324-3018
Deacons
Stanley Craft, 910-324-5915
Rick Dempsey, 910-324-1747
Darrell Edwards, 910-324-4280
Byron Fountain, 910-324-5016
Vernie Fountain, 910-324-5817
Freddy Jones, 910-520-8715
Trustees’ chairman
Danny Walton, 910-324-1934
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Sunday school superintendent
Rita Fountain, 910-324-5016
rita.fountain@nmcrs.org
Youth director
Susan Fountain, 910-324-581
Choir director
Vernie Fountain, 910-324-5817
Children’s church
Mallory Jones, 910-324-5899
Ladies’ Auxiliary & Prayer chain
Elvis Fountain, 910-324-4637
Newsletter
Jeri Fountain, 910-324-5268
jerifountain@yahoo.com
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‘I know God put me there on purpose’

Six years ago on Aug. 27, 2005, I was at a Mothers of
Preschoolers (MOPS) retreat at Fort Caswell with ﬁve of
my dearest friends from our church in Cary. We were just
getting into a morning devotion when Jarrett called to tell
me that one of our twin sons, Will, was still feeling poorly
from a stomach bug he had been ﬁghting. We decided it
would be best for Jarrett to take him to the local pediatric
urgent care center. I went back to my group and told my
friends what was happening. As moms of young children,
we were all too familiar with stomach bugs, but they knew
I was worried. A mama’s intuition
was nagging at my gut, and I couldn’t
shake the feeling that something other
than a common stomach bug was lurking around my little boy.
Jarrett called back an hour or
so later to tell me Will had been
diagnosed with Type 1, or juvenile,
diabetes. This was four days after his
ﬁfth birthday. This seemed impossible! Will Jackson
No one in our family had this illness.
Having a close friend who had dealt with this since third
grade, I knew a little about this illness and knew the heartache and rigorous management associated with it. Out on
the far reaches of Oak Island, to hear Jarrett tell me all the
details that I was insisting couldn’t be true, I had to walk to
the farthest point of the island with water surrounding me
to get cell phone reception. I remember feeling so alone
and frightened at how Will would handle this challenge.
I was so frightened for Will and anxious about what this
would mean for his future, for his twin brother Zach, for
our family.
Even worse, I was over three hours away from our
home in Raleigh and my child. My sweet sisters in Christ,
though, lifted me up (literally), packed my bags, and all
together drove me straight to WakeMed to see my child.
They listened to me cry, scream and rant all the way back
about my fears and fury at how God could do this to my
child and my husband, who had already endured more than
his share of childhood grief. They comforted and prayed
with me, and while I spent plenty of time feeling guilty
over being “away” from Will at a girls’ retreat, I now
realize God put me there on purpose so I could have that
support before greeting my children and husband at the
hospital. When I got there, I was able to be strong and let
them lean on me as I had leaned on my MOPS.

Hello! My name is Will and I am 11. I go to
Chinquapin Elementary. I have Type 1 diabetes, but I’m
still a normal kid. I play sports and I have an X-box and
I play it every day, but still I have to check my blood
sugar and monitor my diabetes. Type 1 diabetes is a
disease when your pancreas stops working and making insulin and you need it either by shots or a pump
attached to your body.
People think I ate too much sugar and got diabetes,
but THAT IS NOT TRUE! It just happened to me and
you can’t control it. I had a virus when I was 4 and I got
diabetes right after my birthday. I was so sick I didn’t
even want to eat my birthday cake or ride my bike.
Then my parents took me to the hospital and found
out I had Type 1 diabetes. Ever since then, nothing is
normal. About eight times a day, I have to get my ﬁnger
pricked and every three days, I have to get a new infusion set for my pump, which hurts. I can’t eat anything
without checking my blood sugar ﬁrst, not even a
snack. I’ve had to go in the hospital six times because
of diabetes.
I hope they can ﬁnd a cure because when I have a
low, a lot of kids at school are jealous when they see me
having a snack. It feels so bad, though, and it is really
dangerous because I can go into a seizure if I don’t
have sugar right away and get my blood sugar back up.
Highs don’t feel good either. It gives me a headache,
my legs hurt and I get really hot. Kids are jealous
because they see me getting out of class, but they don’t
know that I just want to be a regular kid who doesn’t
have diabetes.
Even though I have diabetes, my best friend, Logan,
and my brother, Zach, don’t act like I have it at all.
When I’m over at my friend’s house, they take care of
me but still act like I’m a normal kid and that’s what I
see WILL on page 5

see MAMA on page 5
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WARM /from page 1

I want to feel the
importance of teaching
those young children.
We have a responsibility
to ensure a strong and
sturdy foundation in
these kids. I have come
to realize that I am not
fully doing my part out
here at Bethlehem. I am
out here for almost every
service. But, you see, it
is not enough just to be
out here. It isn’t enough
Matthew West
to warm a pew every
Sunday. And, I’ll be honest, that is what I have been doing.
The time has come for us to stop being pew warmers.
Instead of being pew warmers, let’s be world warmers!
I think a lot of us need to re-read our purpose statement
at Bethlehem. Is our church doing what we are supposed
to do? Are we carrying the gospel into the world? Or are
we warming pews? More importantly, are YOU warming
a pew?
I am determined that I am no longer going to be a pew
warmer. When I said world warmer, I mean that we need to
warm this cold world with Jesus’ love. I want other people
to be able to look at me and see Christ. I don’t want to
have to talk to them and convince them that I have Christ
in me. I want to show it in EVERYTHING that I do.
I challenge you, right now, to become a world warmer.
To make up your mind that you won’t just come to church
for the sake of coming. That you will come because you
want to. Also, it is my prayer that when there is a need

November-December

in our church we have people lined up waiting to help
— whether it is teaching, assisting in a class, or cooking
for church functions. Also, if you have a talent that God
has blessed you with, whether it be singing, playing an instrument, or giving your testimony, please share that with
us. God has given you that talent or that story so you can
share it with the world! Join me in stopping going through
the motions of being a Christian.
Join me in feeling and ﬁlling the roles of being a
CHRISTian.
— Tiffany Fountain

The Motions — by Matthew West

This might hurt, it’s not safe
But I know that I’ve gotta make a change
I don’t care if I break,
At least I’ll be feeling something
‘Cause just okay is not enough
Help me ﬁght through the nothingness of life
No regrets, not this time
I’m gonna let my heart defeat my mind
Let Your love make me whole
I think I’m ﬁnally feeling something
‘Cause just okay is not enough
Help me ﬁght through the nothingness of this life
‘Cause I don’t wanna go through the motions
I don’t wanna go one more day
without Your all consuming passion inside of me
I don’t wanna spend my whole life asking,
“What if I had given everything,
instead of going through the motions?”

Prayer requests
Johnnie Albertson
Tina Batts
Chris Brock
Franklin Brown
Frances Brown
Kelly Brown
Tammy Brown
Van Brown
John Michael Bryan
Kimberly Bryan
Nancy Bryan
Jonathan Dempsey

Darrell Edwards
Pauline Edwards
Clifton Fountain
Crandall Fountain
Doris Fountain
Edward Fountain
Elton Fountain
Frances Fountain
Hilton Fountain
Jimmy Fountain
Joyce Fountain
Reba Fountain
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Phillip Gurganus family
Canyon Hatcher family
Janet Heaton
Faye Ives
Pat James
Geno Jones
Louise Jones
Randy Jones
Reba Jones
Fallon Lanier
Bill Nobles
Cecil Raynor

THEM TO SERVE

JESUS

Geraldine Raynor
Gloria Raynor
Ronnie Raynor
Nancy Ripley
Frances Voss
Doris Wood
Jo Wood
Durwood Williams
Guy Williams
Jolly Williams
Military and families
Church youth

IN THE WORLD
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WILL /from page 3
like. Same thing with my brother. That’s what I wish it was
always like.
I’d like you to donate to JDRF because in the future,
I don’t want to have organ transplants or anything to go
wrong. I just want to be a regular person and eat and drink
normal things and let my pancreas do the job. I’d also
like you to be on our walk team. It’s a lot of fun. There
are games and fun things and free things. I came up with
the idea for the T-shirts this year and they are really cool.
JDRF gives lots of families with kids with diabetes help
and they give money to the scientists.
Our team name is Jacksons For Action and the walk is
on Nov. 5 at Mayfaire Shopping Center in Wilmington.
Please come!
— Will Jackson

MAMA /from page 3
God realizes so much what we need when we don’t. I
have to daily remind myself that His purposes are so much
greater and so much more divine that I could ever image.
Our family faces this challenge, yet we have faith His hand
of protection is on us and our children.
Thank you for taking a moment to read Will’s experience in his own words. Our family walk team is called
Jacksons For Action and the Walk to Cure Diabetes is
November 5 at Mayfaire Shopping Center in Wilmington.
We would love for you to join us!

November

December

7 - Amy Jones
1 - Susan Fountain
7 - Waylon Jones
9 - Fallon Lanier
8 - Rachel Southerland
10 - Cadence Brown
11 - Lesley Shepard
12 - Hilda
15 - Marcia Jones
Southerland
20 - Sierra Young
13 - Lisa Blanchard
19 - Taylor Bryan
21 - Sherwood
Fountain
20 - Kim McClenny
23 - George Bryan
21 - Bettie Bryan
23 - Luke Fountain
22 - Brandon
24 - Casey Bryan
Fountain
25 - Marvin Fountain
26 - Janet Heaton
29 - Aleisha Young
26 - Rosa Craft

— Karen Southerland Jackson

November
Wilmington’s 11th annual

WALK TO CURE DIABETES

Nov. 5 at Mayfaire Town Center.
To donate to Will’s “Jacksons for Action”
team, go to: www2.jdrf.org/site/TR?pg=team&
fr_id=1524&team_id=32652
More information: (910) 509-9899

10 - Ronald & Donna Lanier
30 - Donnie & Vicky Quinn

December

19 - Ronnie & Gloria Raynor
22 - Britt & Diane Dail
24 - Elton & Elvis Fountain
25 - Marvin & Reba Fountain
28 - Danny & Gail Walton
29 - Christopher & Aleisha Young

If your special day isn’t listed, it means your directory
entry needs updating. See Gail Walton.
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Love and appreciation

I would like to again express our thanks and appreciation to all our church family for the things you did for
Sutton and our family. We all know we are cared for and
loved, but it is unbelievable just how much until we go
through a death in our family. We thank all of you for
your prayers, visits, food, cards, ﬂowers, and even your
thoughts. Just knowing you cared has helped so much.
It seems this year Sutton and I really went through a
lot. A few months ago my family was told I wasn’t going
to make it. They all really prayed for me. God heard them
and said “no, not now. I need her later.” It took a while,
but he just wasn’t ready for me, so I’m still here. Sutton
was so sick so many times and had so many things wrong
and I believe God wanted me to be able to look after him
with the children’s help. This I did until the last breath was
brought.
I read a chapter in the Bible to him each night and the
last night I read in Matthew. I’m not positive, but I’m
almost sure it was the 24th chapter, because he said to me
“I liked that and I understood it.” I think he did and knew
what was going to happen to him.
One night when he wasn’t so terribly sick, we were
talking about the funeral home. I said to him I don’t care
where my funeral is held, do you? He said whichever is
easier, but I really feel the church is the launching pad.
Sutton loved his church very much and told me prayed
every day it would grow and for the people in need.
Even though I know he suffered so much here on earth,
I know he is not suffering now. I know he is in heaven
were there is no suffering and where his family and loved
ones will meet him one day. I thank God he gave me the
strength with the help of our children and hospice to take
care of him all the way.
If you are not sure of being ready to meet God in
heaven, I urge you to take that step today and be ready to
get on that launching pad, wherever it might be.
Thank you again for making a sad time easier to bear
and to help us know we will meet again. We love you all.
— Joyce Fountain and family
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Get on board
Bethlehem’s train

What was once a wish has now become a reality.
Bethlehem has its own train! Vernie Fountain, Pete Brown,
Britt Dail and Danny Walton took on the project of building a train for our youth and our youthful thinkers. Patsy
Quinn of Word of Faith Food Ministries in Pink Hill
donated the barrels for our train cars. Though it was an
expensive project that required a lot of work, it was fun.
Vernie and Pete did such a great job with the locomotive
and train cars. If you didn’t take the opportunity to come
out and see the kids on the train, you missed out. Their
little excited faces as they rode their very own train were
so rewarding.
We had a “Name the Train” game and we got some really good votes. The train workers will be getting together
and selecting a name for our train from your suggestions.
We’ll be sure to let you know the winning name in our
next newsletter.
Our youth will be renting the train for events and parties
to recoup some of our expense. All money made will be
put back into the youth budget. If you have a special occasion coming up or know of anyone that would like to rent
our train, please contact Susan Fountain at (910) 324-5817
or (910) 389-2562.
— Susan Fountain

Want to let others know what’s going on in your little
corner of the church? Want to see what others in the
church family are up to? Check out the Bethlehem Church
page on Facebook. Just type “Bethlehem Church” into the
search box at the top of your page.
Right now you can see photos from last weekend’s
Falling for Jesus Festival, where a good time was had
by all. Although the games were advertised for children,
it seems the adults had just as much fun boxing, racing
bouncing ponies and donning the inﬂatable whatever-theyweres and bouncing each other around.
You can ﬁnd the Bethlehem Star newsletter on the
Facebook page, too, and even share it with those outside
the church.
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News, notes & tidbits
Mount Olive College support

The annual dinner for Mount Olive College supporters
will be Nov. 5. Any amount of ﬁnancial support is appreciated by the college, which was founded by the Original
Free Will Baptist convention to ensure college students
could receive a faith-based education.
To learn more about supporting Mount Olive College,
see Diane Dail.

Smile and say cheese

We are working on a scrapbook of
our church and trying to get pictures
of each family.
If you want to set up a time to
have your family photos done, we
will have a sign-up sheet in the back
of the church. If you can’t get your
whole family together at one time,
we can do individual pictures also.
See Tammi Albertson for more information.

Welcome, baby girl!

Devin Paige Southerland checked in on Oct. 22 at 7
pounds, 3 ounces and 19½ inches long.
Proud parents are Ryan and Jessica Southerland.
Paternal grandparents are John Southerland and Wanda
Brown. Maternal grandparents are Joe Scott and the late
Debbie Scott.

help send the gifts on their way around the world to show
the love of Jesus.
Shoeboxes can contain small toys such as balls, dolls,
stuffed animals, cars, jump ropes and the like; school
supplies such as crayons, pencils, markers, scissors, glue
sticks and paper; hygiene items including soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste, brushes and combs, hair bows, etc.
Operation Christmas Child asks that no war toys are
packed, that all items be new, and that nothing that can
melt (like chocolate) or spill (any liquids) is included.
To learn more, go to www.samaritanspurse.org/occ or
pick up a brochure in the church vestibule.

Ring in the new year

Planning has begun for a New Year’s Eve celebration,
on Saturday, Dec. 31, to be held at the church. Time and
details will be announced.
If you have ideas for the party, please see Diane Dail or
Rosa Craft.

Sharing the love

Break out those pens

Christmas cards will be exchanged on Sunday, Dec. 11,
at the conclusion of the morning worship service. Cards
should be carried to the church no later than Thursday,
Dec. 8, and can be left in the fellowship hall or basement
in designated boxes (so the elves can sort and distribute
them).

Operation Christmas Child

Shoeboxes ﬁlled with gifts will be collected during the
Nov. 13 worship service. A special dedication prayer will

The elementary-age
Wednesday night youth
group recently put together
30 treat bags of candy for
the youth at the Freewill
Baptist Children’s Home.
Attached to each bag was
a message of love and best
wishes for a wonderful fall
season for the recipient.
The youth group members had fun shopping for
the various kinds of candy
that they included in the
bags, and ended the night
with a delicious milkshake at Andy’s.
The group is led by Rosa Craft and Diane Dail.
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“Strong Enough” by Matthew West
You must, You must think I’m
strong
To give me what I’m going through
Well forgive me
Forgive me if I’m wrong
But this looks like more than I can
do
On my own
(chorus)
I know I’m not strong enough to be
Everything that I’m supposed to be
I give up
I’m not strong enough
Hands of mercy won’t you cover me
Lord right now I’m asking you to be
Strong enough
Strong enough
For the both of us
Well, maybe, maybe that’s the point

To reach the point of giving up
Cause when I’m ﬁnally
Finally at rock bottom
Well, that’s when I start looking up
And reaching out
(chorus)
Cause I’m broken
Down to nothing
But I’m still holding on to the one
thing
You are God
and You are strong
When I am weak
I can do all things
Through Christ who gives me
strength
And I don’t have to be
Strong enough
Strong enough

Just recently I read a statement in
a Joyce Meyer book that said exactly
how I’ve been feeling lately. Joyce
wrote, “I had always wanted to obey
God, but my desire was not strong
enough to carry me through the hard
parts of obedience.”
Wanting to is not enough to carry
you through all the hard stuff. We
have to depend on God to give us the
strength that we need — the strength
to make it through each day and the
strength to be obedient to His word.
That kind of strength can only come
from God.
Philippians l 4:13 — I can do all
things through Christ who strengthens me!
—Mallory Jones

God wants to take over even the littlest details
The last couple of weeks had been full blast. With ball
games, soccer and volleyball tournaments scheduled the
Friday before the church Falling into Jesus Festival, it
was just wild! I was really afraid I’d meet myself going
somewhere!
I ﬁnally took a day off work to shop for supplies for
both the tournament and the church festival. My lists were
long and took me a couple of hours in Sam’s Club alone.
Leaving Sam’s with a loaded car, I was bound for Walmart.
Taking my hurting feet and long list into Walmart, I
tackled getting the supplies we needed there. I found it
all except for one item. I needed four boxes of spice cake
mix to make mufﬁns for the ball tournaments. I looked up
and down the cake mix aisle but spice cake was not to be
found.
Right there in the Walmart aisle I bowed my head and

had a little talk with Jesus. I said “Lord, you know that I
am tired and I need to get home to work on more church
festival projects. I just don’t have the time or want to go
to another store. Lord, if you would just let there be four
boxes of spice cake mix, I will be so thankful.”
I again started looking at all the cake mix boxes — even
though I had already looked twice. I decided I would get
on my knees (good position by the way) and looked on the
very bottom shelf again. And there they were — exactly
four beautiful boxes of spice cake mix, way in the back at
the very end of the mixes. God has a real sense of humor.
It was only when I got on my knees that I able to see His
miracle.
I’m so glad we serve a loving God who is in the small
stuff too.
— Susan Fountain
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Seniors celebrate with Christmas party Dec. 1

The Bethlehem senior adult ministry met Oct. 27 in full
fall fashion! Our meal was provided by Thig’s Barbecue
and the food was great. This gave our cook and our meal
team a break. We always appreciate Ronnie Raynor who
cook for us each month.
We will not meet during November since Thanksgiving
falls on the day we would usually gather. Our next meeting will be at 6 p.m. Dec. 1. We will celebrate Christmas
— which is just around the corner! Come in festive colors
and join us. Our menu will be turkey and dressing, yams,
green beans, rolls and dessert. Sounds good, doesn’t it?!
Rev. Jeff Banks spoke at our October meeting and we
enjoyed his message relating the Wizard of Oz characters
to us as Christians. After the message our seniors played
several games. Thanks to Tammy Albertson, Chasity
Brown and Rita Fountain who helped with the games! And
to Rosa Craft for writing the “Left-Right” script.
As always we invite all Bethlehem seniors to come, and
also to bring someone with them. Your friends, neighbors
and the unchurched are invited to join us.
We continue to deliver take-out plates to our shut-ins.
If you know of someone who cannot attend, please let us
know so we an carry them a plate of the same good food

we enjoy each month.
At our December meeting we encourage our seniors to
bring canned foods to be shared with the less fortunate in
our community. You will receive a blessing and the ones
receiving will be blessed also.
We can always use servers to help with our meals each
month. Just one Thursday a month, and you will be blessed
by serving others in this ministry. Please pray for our senior ministry team as we will meet soon to plan for 2012.
Any ideas, thoughts — and your prayers — will be greatly
appreciated. We will see you in December!
— Rick Dempsey

Mount Olive College welcomes
Christmas season with candlelight
Mount Olive College will celebrate the beginning of the Christmas season on
Tuesday, Nov. 29, starting at 5:30 p.m. with a tree- and candle-lighting service
on Kemp Commons.
Activities include carriage rides, ice skating, hot chocolate and crafts for
children. Luminarias will be lit just before sunset.
At 7 p.m. in the Lois K. Murphy center, guests will enjoy a Christ-centered service patterned on the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols, a traditional English
service which began in Cambridge in 1918.
The service will include nine Scripture lessons tracing salvation history. Each
reading will be followed by a carol. Music will be performed by students and
staff in the Mount Olive College music department.
This family-friendly event is free and open to the public.
For more information, go to www.moc.edu.
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There are two spirits within my ﬂesh.
One I love, the other I hate.
The one I feed will dominate.

November-December

2011

