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Shoutin’ time!

It indeed was cause for
rejoicing Nov. 27 when ﬁve of
Bethlehem’s youth were baptized. “Taking the plunge” for
Jesus were Kimberly Fountain,
Jade Jones, Taylor Jones,
Waylon Jones and Amy Jones.

Growing ministry

In an effort to better minister
to our youngsters, Children’s
Church is looking for additional
teachers and plans to divide
into two age groups. Teachers
and helpers are needed for
both groups (3-6 and 7-10).
If you can help, see Mallory
Jones, Tiffany Fountain or
Ashlea Jones.

•
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Children follow the Christmas star

The youth presented a Christmas
program “Follow the Star” on Sunday,
Dec. 18. The congregation joined in
singing Christmas hymns while the
shepherds, angels and wise men told
of following the star to Bethlehem.
Hearing the children sing “Away
in a Manager” was one of the most
touching highlights of the evening.
Thanks to our young people for
stepping out of their comfort zones to
present this message to the congregation. Levi Fountain was one of the
stars of the show as he led the other
children into the sanctuary. Other stars
were Ashlea Jones, Sarah Madigan,
Tiffany Fountain, Rachel Southerland,

UNITING

•

EQUIPPING

Zachary Childress, Zack Jackson,
Waylon Jones, Will Jackson, Amy
Jones, Kassidy Bryan, Faith Fountain,
Taylor Bryan, Jade Jones, Zachary
Jones, Garrett McClenny and Casey
Bryan.
Special thanks go to Susan
Fountain, Vernie Fountain and Danny
Walton for the music and sound.
Youth leaders Rosa Craft, Diane Dail,
Mallory Jones, Carol Madigan and
Gail Walton worked with the children
during practices.
After the program, a Christmas
social was held in the fellowship hall.

— Diane Dail
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Be in position for God’s blessing

Matthew 24:44
“So you also must be ready, because
the Son of Man will come at an hour
when you do not expect him.”
I recently read about a man who
always seems to be ready for anything,
anytime. When the house he and his wife
had dreamed of owning became available, he already had the down payment
ready. When he locked his keys in the
car, he had a spare key hidden under
the bumper. When he heard about a job
opening that interested him, he didn’t
have to put together a resume, he just
mailed them the one he had already
prepared.
He was once asked, “How do you do
it? Don’t you ever get caught off guard?”
He replied, “I’ve always tried to put
myself in a position where God could
bless me. I don’t know what opportunities will come up,
but just in case, I want to be ready.”
In Matthew chapters 24 and 25, Jesus talks about being
ready. He is speaking speciﬁcally about the second com-

ing, but this parable applies to being
ready in every aspect of our relationship
to God. Most of the time we don’t know
what God will do next, we can only put
ourselves in a position where we can
experience His blessing in our lives.
There’s a saying: “Luck is the intersection of preparation and opportunity.”
God’s role is to provide the opportunity.
Our role is to be ready.
As we begin another year I believe
God will present a multitude of opportunities for us to experience His work and
blessing in our lives.
Our communities are ﬁlled with
people God wants to touch in a real and
meaningful way. I pray I am ready and
my prayer is that you are ready also.
Let us not be caught off guard, but
position ourselves in such a way that we
never miss out on God’s blessings. Our future depends on
it.
— Preacher Joe
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For His Glory proclaims the good news

Bethlehem’s newest singing group, For His Glory, had
the privilege of performing Nov. 13 at the Randy Stonehill
concert at North East Pentecostal Free Will Baptist Church
near Wallace.
For His Glory includes John Grayson Craft, Ashlea
Jones, Haley Craft, Angel Jones, Tiffany Fountain, J.J.
Jones, Mallory Jones and Brettany Brock.
Randy is the writer and singer of the fun and memorable
song “Shut de Do’.” He is an amazing artist who went to
California in the 1970s with a dream of becoming a rock
star. Instead, Randy found Jesus — and you and I know
Randy got much more than he could have ever asked for.
During his 40 years in the music business, Randy has been
nominated for a Grammy Award, for a duet with Amy
Grant in 1995. He also was named in 1988 as one of the
top three most inﬂuential contemporary Christian music
artists by CCM Magazine. CCM cited his 1976 album
“Welcome to Paradise.” He has been a sensation in the
contemporary Christian genre throughout the years and
has became known as the grandfather of contemporary
Christian music. Uncle Randy, as he is often referred to,
was kind and gracious to the members of our church who
were able to meet him. He even told our singing group that
WE did a great job. He, however, did an amazing job.
It was an honor to be able to perform at his show and
to be able to listen to his music and stories for the cost of
only our time. For His Glory would like to thank all of the
loving faces we saw in the audience who took the time to
come out and support us. For all of the prayers that were

For His Glory: John Grayson Craft, Ashlea Jones,
Haley Craft, Angel Jones, Tiffany Fountain and J.J.
Jones (back row) meet Leslie and Randy Stonehill.
Not pictured: For His Glory members Mallory Jones
and Brettany Brock.
sent, also many thanks. We would be nowhere without the
love of the Father and the love that our brothers and sisters
in Christ extend to us each and every day.
Special thanks to Scott Cavenaugh who organized the
night with Randy Stonehill and also to Vernie Fountain
for all of his dedication to all of the music groups at
Bethlehem. We would not be able to explore our talents
without him.
— Ashlea Jones

Thank you for another wonderful year at Bethlehem

Wow! Another year has passed — and what a glorious
year it has been at Bethlehem.
I want to praise God for his goodness to me! My thanks
go out to those who have given of themselves to enrich our
souls.
First, thanks to our pastor, Rev. Joe Ard, for his inspiring
and practical messages. How encouraging and uplifting
they have been. I can’t wait to hear more in the new year.
Next, to Jan Jones, our Sunday school teacher, who
causes the Scriptures to live again in my heart. Thank you.
I wish to praise the music department for sharing their
time and talents with us so beautifully. You are so much
appreciated.
Once again, I am amazed by all of you who took the
time to write a Christmas card to me. They are so beauti-

• UNITING

ful. I will enjoy them over and over again.
Of course I would not leave out those who do so many
jobs unseen. Just know that you are appreciated.
And lastly, to all of you who have made me feel so
loved and welcomed here at Bethlehem this year: Thank
you! Praise God!
— Margaret Ard

THEM TO THE FAMILY OF

GOD •
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Take a trip through time to Nazareth

Have you ever wanted to travel
to Nazareth? Or perhaps wondered
what it would be like to live in Bible
times?
This summer you will get a chance
to do both. And you won’t even need
a passport or a time travel machine!
Our church and grounds will be
transformed into the city of Nazareth
during the time when Jesus was a
boy. We will have a marketplace with
shops, a synagogue school, a food
bazaar, and we will visit with Mary,
the mother of Jesus, in her home. We
will learn about the 12 tribes of Israel
and the culture and customs of that
time.
This will be Vacation Bible School
like we’ve never experienced it, and something totally
different than we have ever done. It will take everyone
working together to make this VBS successful, and your
life will be touched in ways you never imagined.

The date for this adventure has
not been set, but if you are interested
in learning more, see Diane Dail. A
VBS planning meeting will be held
in early February.
When you start your spring cleaning, please save any sheets, blankets
or rugs that you are getting rid of
for us to use at VBS this summer.
We will have a list of other items we
need to borrow at a later date.
I know it seems strange to be
talking about Vacation Bible School
since we have just ﬁnished our
Christmas activities. I was involved
in a VBS of this nature last summer,
and I immediately ordered the literature and other items for us to use this
year. I am excited about this Bible school, and can’t wait to
see our kids when we present it to them. It will touch their
lives and hearts — and yours, too.
—Diane Dail

Prayer requests

Jesus Christ lives within me and you would think He
would have picked a better place to reside. My body is
not considered to be in the high-rent district and surely He
could afford better digs. But, He chose me and I’m happy
to have Him here. For many years I was not aware that He
had taken up residence within me, so I suppose you could
say He is a model tenant. The day when I realized Jesus
Christ lived within me was the day I ﬁrst truly met Him.
We have a barter system in place regarding rent. He gives
me everlasting life and more love than I can ever use, and
I love him in return in addition to praising His name. He is
my travel guide as well, helping me move down the right
path and avoid the detours. This arrangement is perfect
for me and He seems happy with it too. He knows I can
never evict Him and He promises to never leave. A perfect
arrangement for us both.
— John Boring

• EQUIPPING

Johnnie Albertson
Tina Batts
Chris Brock
Franklin Brown
Frances Brown
Kelly Brown
Tammy Brown
Van Brown
John Michael Bryan
Kimberly Bryan
Nancy Bryan
Jonathan Dempsey
Darrell Edwards
Pauline Edwards
Clifton Fountain
Crandall Fountain
Doris Fountain
Edward Fountain
Elton Fountain
Frances Fountain
Hilton Fountain
Jimmy Fountain
Joyce Fountain
Reba Fountain

THEM TO SERVE

JESUS

IN THE WORLD

Wendy Fountain
Janet Heaton
Faye Ives
Pat James
Geno Jones
Louise Jones
Randy Jones
Reba Jones
Fallon Lanier
Bill Nobles
Cecil Raynor
Geraldine Raynor
Gloria Raynor
Ronnie Raynor
Nancy Ripley
Rogers family
Daniel Shay
Julie Shay
Frances Voss
Doris Wood
Jo Wood
Durwood Williams
Guy Williams
Jolly Williams
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Next senior fellowship
dinner set for Jan. 26

I hope everyone had a merry Christmas! As a new year
begins here at Bethlehem, may we keep Christmas in our
hearts all year, not for just one day.
Our seniors met Dec. 1 in the fellowship hall for our
annual Christmas dinner. We had a great crowd, great
fellowship, great music by In His Glory, great message by
Rev. Jeff Banks and a great meal by Ronnie Raynor.
Our next meeting will be at 6 p.m. Jan. 26. The menu
and entertainment have not yet been decided, but we will
make an announcement in a couple of weeks. If anyone
knows of any special entertainment they’d like to have for
2012, please let one of our senior team members know. We
have not yet met to plan for the new year.
One of our team members, Alyce Horne, has been out
following knee replacement surgery. Please keep her in
your prayers.
We always need help serving meals to our seniors.
If you can help, come and join us. God has given us all
special talents, gifts to us for His glory! Let’s not keep
our gifts to ourselves, but share them with all here at
Bethlehem.
There are many needs here at our church, from the
youngest members to the oldest, and YOU may be just the
one to meet one or more of them.
God gave you his best gift — His son Jesus. What can
we give to Him?
— Rick Dempsey

• BRINGING

2 - Stanley Craft
7 - Dawn Byron
8 - Diane Dail
11 - Shonnon
McClenny
14 - Allen Pickett
15 - Caden Lanier
17 - Durwood
Williams
20 - Mary Hudson
20 - Kathleen
Southerland
20 - Truman Waller
21 - Jonathan
Dempsey
21 - Guy Williams
21 - Haley Craft

23 - Caron Fountain
30 - Reid
Southerland
30 - Rick Dempsey

February

3 - Ella Fountain
3 - Garrett McClenny
4 - Geno Jones
12 - John Wayne
Southerland
20 - Victoria Melton
23 - Brettany Brock
23 - Tony Jones
24 - Chasity Brown
26 - Carson Brown
28 - Annette Brown
28 - Zelma Martin

January

7 - Vernie & Susan Fountain
21 - Danny & Carolyn Brown

February

11 - Herb & Nancy Ripley
11 - Gene & Lesley Shepard
12 - Freddy & Marcia Jones
28 - Don & Alyce Horne

If your special day isn’t listed, it means your directory
entry needs updating. See Gail Walton.

HONOR AND GLORY TO

GOD •
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Old hymn takes on a new, literal meaning
“I Need Thee Every Hour”
I have been singing this hymn quite often lately because
it has taken on a new and deeper meaning to me. I used to
think that if I spent enough time with God, then I would
be strong enough and smart enough to live a godly and
fulﬁlling life. I spent my life on a roller coaster, and I do
not mean a fun one either. I would begin the climb up
the hill by trusting God to give me all I needed, and he
would begin to change me. Before long I would start to
feel stronger and, truthfully, a little proud of the good I
had been accomplishing, which would send me down the
other side of the hill, falling further and further from the
life I wanted to be living. This downward spiral all happened because I began to trust myself again. I would come
crawling back to God feeling defeated, and I would start
the process all over again.
I have become fed up with this ride. In God’s mercy, He
has helped me to really see how I truly need Him every
hour. I need Him when life is good. I need Him when life
is bad. I need Him when I feel strong just as much as I
need Him when I feel weak. I need Him this hour and the
next and the next one after that. And the more I depend on
Him in the good times, the fewer times there will be that I

Congratulations, grads!

✟ Kimberly Dail Holley, daughter of Britt and Diane

Dail, graduated from Mount Olive College Dec. 10, 2011.
Kim received her bachelor of science in religion degree
during a ceremony held at Kornegay Arena on the college
campus. She was one of 250 graduates.
Prior to each commencement, a student is selected by
the Department of Religion to be the cross bearer. Kim was
chosen for this honor, and she led the professors, distinguished guests and graduates into the assembly at the start
of the ceremony and also led them out at the conclusion.
Kim has received her ministerial license from the
Disciples of Christ church and is serving as youth minister
at First Christian Church in Richlands.
She is married to Jeremy Holley and they have a son,
Will.

✟ Ian Fetterolf, son of Wendy Fountain, graduated
from Coastal Carolina Community College with an
associate’s degree.
Ian has been accepted at the University of North
Carolina at Pembroke. He plans to become a history
teacher.

feel like I am hanging on by my ﬁngernails.
Joyce Meyer says, “We started our journey with God by
coming to the end of ourselves and surrendering, and that’s
how we should continue.” We are not only saved by grace,
but we live by grace. Without Him, I am unable to get it
right.
I will never be perfect till I reach the pearly gates, but
I am ready to depend on God all the time. I will never be
smart enough or strong enough on my own, but in Christ
I am a new creature (2 Corinthians 5:17) and can do all
things through Christ who strengthens me (Philippians
4:13). I truly need Him every hour!
— Caron Fountain
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News, notes & tidbits
Bookstore relocates

The Kinston Bible and Book Store has moved to a new
location, from the old North Queen Street store to a new
spot at Vernon Park Mall.
The new store is near the inside entrance to Belk. It is a
bright and spacious store with lots of new items and more
arriving daily.
Be sure to go by and spend some time browsing the
many books, gift items and other merchandise they have
to offer. The store is part of our Free Will Baptist family,
and we should try to support them to keep this part of our
ministry alive.

Chili, cars and gospel music

First Christian Church, on Trott Road in Richlands,
will hold its second annual Chili Cook-off, Car Show and
Gospel Fest on Saturday, Jan. 14.
Gates open at 10 a.m. and admission is $5. Music begins
at 11 a.m. and features Steps to Glory, The Jarman Boys,
New Again Gospel and King’s Grace.
The car show runs from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m.
For more information, call 910-324-4690, 910-340-9911
or go to www.fccrichlands.org.

Save the date

Pre-Easter revival will be held Wednesday through
Friday, April 4-6.
Easter is April 8, and the choir is already working on
a new cantata. The choir and director Vernie Fountain
certainly would welcome additional singers.

Nursery workers needed

There is an urgent need for a nursery director and
workers. The director schedules workers and ensures there
are supplies and snacks for the children.
Nursery care is provided on Sundays from 10-11 a.m.
during Sunday school, from 11 a.m. until noon during the
worship service, Wednesday evenings from 7-8 p.m. during youth meetings and Bible study, and Wednesdays from
8-9 p.m. during choir practice.
Please see one of the deacons if you can lend a hand.

Sunday school happenings

✟ February is designated as Sunday School
Appreciation month. Watch for details about the annual
Sunday school breakfast to be held during February.
✟ The Sunday School Institute at Mount Olive
College is held the ﬁrst Saturday in March. The Eastern
Convention of Original Free Will Baptists has not published the lineup of seminars, but now is the time to pencil
in the date. See Rita Fountain for more information.
✟ The senior adult Sunday school class, led by Jan
Jones, starts at 9:45 in the sanctuary. All other classes for
youth and adults begin at 10 a.m. There’s something to
appeal to everyone.

Happy birthday, every one

Plans are being made for the annual churchwide birthday party. The date of Jan. 22 has been tentatively chosen.
More information will be announced.
See Rita Fountain or Rosa Craft if you have ideas, skills
or a strong back to contribute.
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