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Baptized in the name of Jesus

q March 8: Ladies’ Auxiliary
meets in fellowship hall, 7 p.m.
q March 11: Budgets due to
ﬁnance committee.
q April 4: Spring revival;
Rev. Crandall Fountain; 7 p.m.
q April 5: Spring revival;
Rev. Bubba Stallings, 7 p.m.
q April 6: Spring revival
communion service; Rev. Joe
Ard, 7 p.m.
q April 7: Easter egg hunt
and lunch; 11 a.m.
q April 8: “Amazing Grace”
Easter cantata, 11 a.m.
q April 15: Quarterly church
business meeting, 6 p.m.

Casey Bryan emerges from the water after being baptized by Joe
Ard and Crandall Fountain during a special service Feb. 26. Casey
was baptized the same evening as his grandfather, John Michael
Bryan. And Crandall had the pleasure of baptizing his mother, Frankie
Fountain. The church was ﬁlled as if it was an Easter service; and in
a way it was as three more souls gained victory in Jesus. Photo by
Heather Young.

Celebrate Recovery ministry begins

“Your Compassion is
Making a Difference” is the
theme for this year’s Foreign
Missions Telethon. The goal
for the March 25 telethon is
$225,000. For information,
go to www.ofwbi.org.

•

LEADING

•

We are very pleased to announce
that Celebrate Recovery has been
added to the ministries of our church
this year. Celebrate Recovery is a
Christ-centered 12-step recovery program based on the Beatitudes found in
the book of Matthew.
The program was started more than
20 years ago by Rick Warren (author
of “The Purpose Driven Church”) and
John Baker, both from Saddleback

UNITING

•

EQUIPPING

Church in California. It is designed to
help those struggling with “hurts, habits and hang-ups” and give them new
freedom through the loving power of
Jesus Christ. The ultimate goal of this
program is to become more Christ-like
in character, which everyone could
beneﬁt from.
Since the start of this program,
see CELEBRATE on page 3

•
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•
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Don’t give up on the unresponsive
“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the
proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”
Galatians 6:9

John Fischer tells a story about a man who had a heart
attack on a ﬂight that his wife, Marti, a ﬂight attendant,
was working. While the pilot sought an emergency landing, she and a co-worker administered CPR and artiﬁcial
respiration for more than 45 minutes in a desperate attempt
to keep the seemingly unresponsive man alive. After the
plane touched down, a medical emergency team met the
plane and took over. The man’s life was saved.
Later, Marti found out the whole story. Even though the
man had been unresponsive, he was still semi-conscious.
He couldn’t open his eyes or speak, but he could hear, and
he knew what was going on around him. And he never
stopped thinking, “Don’t give up on me. Please don’t give
up on me.”
Fortunately for him, the ﬂight attendants didn’t give up,
and he lived to tell about it.
Fischer writes: “We all have spiritually resistant friends
and relatives who appear, for all we know, to be spiritually
dead. ... How do we know for sure that they might not be
only spiritually comatose — unable to speak, but still cry-

ing out from some place
deep inside: ‘Don’t give
up on me; please don’t
give up.’”
That’s why you never
give up on anyone. It is
a matter of life or death.
That is why our number
one priority is to lead
people to Jesus.
In Luke 5:31 Jesus
reminds us, “It is not
the healthy who need a
doctor, but the sick.”
Even the most
resistant, obnoxious,
foul-mouthed, sin-sick
unbeliever might still be one who, deep down inside, is
being saved. Don’t give up on them. Do not turn your
back on them. They may seen unresponsive but you have
to continue on ... don’t stop! Spiritually breathe for them.
Right up until the very end. Because you never know.
— Preacher Joe
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thousands have been able to experience a biblically balanced approach to recovery.
People ﬁnd themselves in many different situations in
their lives. No matter what difﬁculty you ﬁnd yourself
in — whether it is emotional, ﬁnancial, spiritual, chemical dependence or whatever you need help with in your
everyday life — God wants to be there for you.
Celebrate Recovery offers a safe place to come and
be real with yourselves and others and ﬁnd genuine and
lasting healing. Attending these classes, people can meet
others who have similar struggles and share their stories
with one another. Accountability partners can be made. It
sometimes helps to have someone to share your story with.
We all have sinned and we all fall short, but Galatians
6:1 reminds us, “Dear brothers, if someone is overcome
by some sin, you who are godly should gently and humbly
help him onto the right path.” We have a responsibility to
Christ and to one another.

Celebrate Recovery helped me to peel
back the layers of the hurt in my life and
ﬁnally get to the place where I could hear
the truth again. ... Now, more than ever, I
know it is time to spread the great news!
Celebrate Recovery is a conﬁdential ministry. Those
attending these meetings can feel safe knowing that their
identity and attendance will not be shared with anyone
outside the group. Anything that is shared within this
small group setting is kept conﬁdential. What happens at
Celebrate Recovery stays at Celebrate Recovery.
Anyone who is 18 or older can join this program.
Church membership or attendance is not a requirement.
People from other churches are welcome to attend.
It is not easy to admit your faults. It is humbling to realize and accept that you cannot be in control of all aspects
of your life.
It is a real heart-wrenching time when you realize you
have been living a life of sin and in order to ever have the
new life, the praiseworthy life that God promises, you
must admit to your wrongs and let go of the things that
have been holding you back.
When you are ﬁnally able to do this, it is an amazing
time. This is a time to say, “Hallelujah!” It is also a time
when you need lots of prayer, encouragement and loved
ones who will be there for you.

• UNITING

This is a major transition in one’s life. It is not easy,
but when you realize that God meets you right where you
are and you don’t have to turn around and start all over
and go through everything again, a weight is immediately
lifted from you. Finally realizing that Jesus paid it all is a
true miracle. Not just hearing it, but knowing it with your
whole heart.
It took Celebrate Recovery for me to ﬁnally realize I
was not the one who could cover the sin in my life. Only
the blood of Jesus would be able to do that. I had heard it
all of my life. I knew Jesus died for me, but the shame of
my sins and the whispers from the devil would not let me
understand it. Celebrate Recovery helped me to peel back
the layers of the hurt in my life and ﬁnally get to the place
where I could hear the truth again. Now that I know, I want
to tell the world. Now, more than ever, I know it is time to
spread the great news!
If you or someone you know could beneﬁt from
Bethlehem’s new program, please come out and join us.
Celebrate Recovery meetings are at 7 p.m. Fridays in the
education building.
For more information, please contact Angel Jones at
(910) 787-0204.
“I have told you these things, so that in me you may
have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take
heart! I have overcome the world.” John 16:33
— Ashlea Jones

THEM TO THE FAMILY OF

GOD •
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A little Faith at work

Kassidy Bryan, Taylor Bryan and Amy Jones prepare
Valentine candy for the Children’s Home.

Youth group shares
the love of Jesus

Our Wednesday night elementary youth class recently
shared the love of Christ with the young people at the Free
Will Baptist Children’s Home. Our youth made and sent
Valentine cards and candy bouquets to each of the children
who live at the Children’s Home.
The class, which includes Casey Bryan, Kassidy Bryan,
Taylor Bryan, Faith Fountain, Amy Jones, Waylon Jones
and Zachary Jones, made a total of 23 cards and candy
bouquets. Each card included the scripture John 3:16. We
call it our Valentine scripture and our young people have
memorized it.
To make the bouquets, they taped lollipop sticks to
candy we purchased, then grouped the candies together
inside a small bucket decorated for Valentine’s Day.
They also enjoyed eating some of the candy while working on the project.
Thanks to the Wednesday night Bible study group for
meeting in the education building so we could use the
fellowship hall for this project. And a special thanks to
Jonathan Dempsey, Rita Fountain, Angel Jones and Gail
Walton for the extra help.
We received a thank-you note from Dianne Riley of the
Free Will Baptist Children’s Home, thanking us for the
blessing we sent. But it was us who received the biggest
blessing. We had such a wonderful time doing this project.
If you are interested in working with our youth, please
contact Susan Fountain. We could use help with all ages
and you will be greatly blessed.
— Rosa Craft

• EQUIPPING

THEM TO SERVE

Faith Fountain, daughter of Charles and Caron
Fountain, was featured in
the March 2012 issue of
“The Free Will Baptist”
magazine.
In an article titled “A
Little ‘Faith’ Can Do
Great Things,” TFWB
reports: “Faith Fountain
is only eight years old,
yet she prays for the
Children’s Home every
Faith Fountain works night in her prayers.
on candy bouquets for Faith came to visit
back in the fall with her
the Children’s Home.
church, Bethlehem FWB,
Fountaintown, and has been a faithful supporter of The
Home ever since. She saved candy and sent a huge bag
for the children recently. She also robbed her piggy
bank to send a gift, too.
“Oh, how little children can lead us. Thank you Faith
for your ‘faith’ in, and continued prayer support of the
Free Will Baptist Children’s Home.”
To learn more about the Free Will Baptist Children’s
Home, go to www.fwbchildrenshome.org.
Subscriptions to “The Free Will Baptist” magazine,
which featured a Bethlehem group on its November
2011 cover, are $15 per year. Send your information to
TFWB, P.O. Box 159, Ayden, NC 28513.
Back issues of the magazine can be viewed at www
.fwbpress.com.

How to help the Pittman family

The Sammy Pittman family lost three children in a
house ﬁre recently. Pittman’s wife, Johnetta, and one
daughter remain at the Burn Center in Chapel Hill. Four
other children now are home from hospitals.
Anyone willing to supply labor and/or material to
build the family a new home should send an e-mail
to SPFhousingfund@gmail.com or contact Tammie
Boykin at 910-330-3751.
Monetary donations may be sent to RBC, P.O. Box
188, Richlands, NC 28574. Make your check out to the
Sammy Pittman Family Housing Fund.

JESUS

IN THE WORLD

•
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On your mark ... hunt!

Dust off your baskets ... the annual children’s Easter
egg hunt will be held at the church on Saturday, April 7,
beginning at 11 a.m.
Lunch will be served and all ages are invited to take
part.
Children are asked to bring 6 to 8 candy-ﬁlled plastic
eggs or hard-boiled and decorated eggs, along with their
baskets.
For more information, see Diane Dail or Carol Madigan.

March

Johnnie Albertson
Tina Batts
Chris Brock
Franklin Brown
Frances Brown
Kelly Brown
Tammy Brown
Van Brown
John Michael Bryan
Kimberly Bryan
Nancy Bryan
Jonathan Dempsey
Pauline Edwards
Taylor Filihan
Clifton Fountain
Crandall Fountain
Doris Fountain
Edward Fountain
Elton Fountain
Frances Fountain
Hilton Fountain
Jimmy Fountain
Joyce Fountain
Reba Fountain
Wendy Fountain

Janet Heaton
Faye Ives
Pat James
Geno Jones
Louise Jones
Randy Jones
Reba Jones
Fallon Lanier
Elbert Mobley family
Bill Nobles
Pittman family
Cecil Raynor
Geraldine Raynor
Gloria Raynor
Ronnie Raynor
Nancy Ripley
Rogers family
Daniel Shay
Julie Shay
Frances Voss
Doris Wood
Jo Wood
Durwood Williams
Guy Williams
Jolly Williams

• BRINGING

ANNIVERSARIES

Prayer requests

1 - Danny Walton
2 - A.D. Jones
2 - Ted Williams
7 - Donnie Quinn
8 - Jacob Medlin
9 - Michelle Jones
14 - Wendy Fountain
16 - Bella Brock
19 - Billy Joe Ard
19 - Jo Ann Latham
20 - Jade Jones
20 - Benjamin Byron
20 - Christopher
Byron
21 - Faye Ives
23 - Katie Bryan
26 - Drake Young
30 - Plina Greene
30 - Noah Jones

April

8 - Mel Fowler
8 - Susan Dempsey
8 - Allen McClenny
11 - Cassie Fountain
11 - Mary Jo Brown
13 - Doris Fountain
14 - Darrell Edwards
15 - Johnnie
Albertson
15 - Brent Fountain
17 - Carolyn Brown
19 - Ronald Lanier
19 - Taylor Jones
20 - Donna Lanier
20 - Vicky Quinn
21 - Jan Jones
23 - Tiffany Fountain
24 - Joyce Fountain
28 - Levi Fountain
30 - Dee Quinn
30 - Danny Bryan

March

1 - Stanley & Rosa Craft
1 - Darrell & Pauline Edwards
5 - Tony & Melody Strickland

April

14 - George & Bettie Bryan
15 - Allen & Kim McClenny
24 - Charlie & Chasity Rich
29 - Danny & Kimberly Bryan

If your special day isn’t listed, it means your directory
entry needs updating. See Gail Walton.

HONOR AND GLORY TO

GOD •
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by Laura Story

We pray for blessings
We pray for peace
Comfort for family, protection
while we sleep
We pray for healing, for prosperity
We pray for Your mighty hand to
ease our suffering
All the while, You hear each
spoken need
Yet love is way too much to give us
lesser things
(chorus)
‘Cause what if your blessings come
through raindrops
What if Your healing comes
through tears
What if a thousand sleepless nights
are what it takes to know You’re near
What if trials of this life are Your
mercies in disguise

We pray for wisdom
Your voice to hear
We cry in anger when we cannot
feel You near
We doubt your goodness, we doubt
your love
As if every promise from Your
Word is not enough
All the while, You hear each
desperate plea
And long that we’d have faith to
believe
When friends betray us
When darkness seems to win
We know that pain reminds this
heart
That this is not our home
What if my greatest disappointments

Time to start packing
for a trip to Nazareth

Many people dream of visiting the Holy Land and
walking through the countryside and towns where Jesus
walked. This year, during Vacation Bible School, Nazareth
is coming to Fountaintown.
Hometown Nazareth VBS will be held July 8-12. Our
closing program will be held on Friday, July 13. Supper
will be served each evening before classes begin.
We need lots of help this year as this will be a different
format than we have used before. We need tribe leaders,
crafts people, kitchen help, and folks to help set up our
village and do some simple construction of props.
When you do your spring cleaning, please keep us in
mind. We need sheets, blankets, rugs, and baskets (clean
and in good condition).
We will also need to borrow several easy-up tents for
our marketplace.
A teacher for the adult class also is needed. If you
are interested, contact Diane Dail as soon as possible to
discuss the class.
If you are interested in helping in any capacity, please
contact Diane Dail at 910-324-3192 or 910-934-0908.
A planning meeting will be scheduled in the near future.

For more about singer, songwriter, wife and mom Laura Story, go
to www.laurastorymusic.com
Or the aching of this life
Is the revealing of a greater thirst
this world can’t satisfy
What if trials of this life
The rain, the storms, the hardest
nights
Are your mercies in disguise

And the nominees are ....
The Nominating Committee is requesting your
help in ﬁlling the positions listed below. Please
take time to review the list and let one of the committee members (Freddy Jones, Susan Dempsey,
Elvis Fountain, Rita Fountain, Herb Ripley) know
for which position you would like to be considered.

Ë Clerk
Ë Treasurer
Ë Assistant youth director
Ë Sunday school superintendent
Ë Nursery coordinator
Ë Trustee
Ë Trustee
Ë Boad of ﬁnance, member at large
Ë Deacon
Ë Deacon
Ë Usher board
Ë Sign committee
Ë Publicity committee

March-April 2012
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Praise God, from whom all blessings ﬂow!

God’s mercy precedes us when we least expect it. He
shows His mighty hand when we thought all was lost.
I have heard some people say we should not ask God
questions like “Why does my daddy have cancer?” But
would we not ask our earthly father if we were curious?
God’s word says, “Let us then fearlessly and conﬁdently
and boldly draw near to the throne of grace, that we may
receive mercy and ﬁnd grace to help in good time for every
need.” (Hebrews 4:16) That verse pretty much says it all
for me and opens the door for all of us.
God has the ultimate plan, even when
we can’t see it. For instance, God saved
my daddy (Durwood Williams) just recently from dying. Cancer is a bad thing,
but God can use anything for good. In
September, my daddy was diagnosed
with aggressive prostate cancer. What
a shock to us all! But, God answered
our prayers when tests revealed the
cancer was not in his bones or outside
of the prostate. Amazing!!! This was
my speciﬁc prayer and when I heard the
doctor’s words, I had to jump straight up from the chair
praising God! Yet, that old devil wants to steal joy any way
he can by throwing in more obstacles.
The doctors at Duke wanted Daddy to have 40 radiation
treatments; Monday through Friday for eight weeks. How
would we get him there and where would he stay? God
already had made provision for us. My wonderful friend
and neighbor Donna Fowler had stayed at the Caring
House (much like a Ronald McDonald House) while she
was treated at Duke for brain cancer. Had it not been for
Donna’s experience, we would never have known about
the Caring House! With little effort, my father and mother
have been able to stay in a comfortable and safe environment, close to a hospital. And Duke is not just any hospital, but one of the ﬁnest in the world! Mama has been able
to cook barn dinners for others staying there and socialize
by playing her keyboard and working puzzles. Daddy has
been able to sit around the table with the other men and
talk old stories, just like he was at the community store!
So, how did this save my Daddy you may ask? God had
a plan, that’s how! Although, I did not like His plan, He allowed me to feel His presence and within my heart I heard
His voice. While riding home from work on the day Daddy
got his diagnosis, God reminded me to trust Him, really
TRUST Him. It was so hard, ﬁghting back the tears, trying
to convince myself and God that I did trust Him. But, God

continued to reveal His plans and works!
On Feb. 22, I had arranged to go with daddy to his
appointments. Everything was ﬁne. We enjoyed time
together, got his radiation treatment that morning and eye
appointment that afternoon, leaving Mama to cook her
barn dinner. We even worked in a trip to the Duke Chapel.
However, when I arrived home around 7:30 that night,
Mama had called to say Daddy had passed out and was
in the emergency room. I was stunned! He had been ﬁne
when I left! My thoughts went immediately to Mama and
who was with her. Then, as if God
turned on a light, I was reminded of
Jimmy and Jeri Fountain. They were at
Duke that night for Jimmy’s checkup.
I hated on one hand to bother them,
knowing they were dealing with their
own issues, but on the other hand I
was concerned for my Mama being all
alone. They immediately went to be by
my mother’s side. See, once more God
had a plan.
My brother Randy and I made the
trip to Durham that night, only to ﬁnd out that Daddy had
ﬂat-lined in the emergency room and had been given CPR
to bring him back. He was equipped with a temporary
pacemaker until a permanent one could be implanted the
next day.
I know this is a long story, but I tell you this in hopes
you will understand that God is always in control! He
knows our every need. His plan is perfect. If not for
Donna, we would never have known about the Caring
House. If not for Jimmy’s checkup, Mama would have
been alone. If Daddy had not been at the Caring House,
Sherry, a nurse who was also a patient at Duke, would not
have been there to check Daddy’s pulse and insist they call
911. If Daddy had not been at the Caring House when his
83-year-old heart decided it had had enough, he would not
have been so close to Duke Hospital. He most certainly
would have died before the ambulance could arrive in our
rural area.
“My God, my Rock, in Him will I take refuge; my
Shield and the Horn of my salvation; my Stronghold and
my Refuge, my Savior — You save me from violence.”
2 Samuel 22:3
The Williams family gives thanks ﬁrst to God! And, we
thank God for all who have sent cards, made phone calls
and visited, and most of all for your prayers!
— Vicky Quinn
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Seniors celebrate with Valentine’s Day gathering

Thanks to all the seniors who came out Thursday, Feb.
23, for our monthly dinner. There were 77 present, and we
had many take-out plates for those who could not attend
for health reasons.
Before I continue my report, I want to mention that on
Feb. 17, Rev. Norman Aycock left this earthly home for
his heavenly home. Rev. Aycock was a friend to me and he
was also a mentor. I enjoyed our many talks together. He
was an encourager to me and challenged me to start a ministry to our seniors here in Fountaintown and Bethlehem
church. God moved Susan and I to a new location to start
the ministry for our seniors here. Thanks to all of you who
encouraged us in this new ministry. It has been a blessing
to us for all the new friendships we have made. May God
bless you all for your love to us.
Rev. Jeff Banks spoke of a special love — an agape
love, unconditional love — at our February Valentinethemed meeting. It was a good message and inspired us all.
Thanks, Jeff, for all you do!
Southern Tradition brought us a message through their
musical talents and singing.
Door prizes were handed out, and then we were dis-

missed with prayer.
To our people who help cook, serve, decorate, clean up
and set up, thanks so much for your help!
We can always use help with serving our seniors. It
takes only one evening a month of your time to help in this
ministry.
Our next meeting will be at 6 p.m. Thursday, March 22.
Come and join us and invite others, too!

in His ministry

— Rick Dempsey

An urgent call to action from Chuck Colson

(Editor’s note: This is reprinted from
the Feb. 8 online issue of Christianity
Today. Although your Bethlehem Star
newsletter tries not to get tangled up
in political blathering, this policy
certainly seems to be an attempt to
curtail religious freedom.
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
As you probably know by now, the
Obama administration has refused
to grant religious organizations an
exemption from purchasing health
insurance that covers abortion-inducing drugs, surgical sterilization, and
contraception.
Catholic bishops in America have
responded quickly, decrying the
administration’s decision for what
it is — an egregious, dangerous
violation of religious liberty — and
mobilizing a vast grassroots movement to persuade the administration
to reverse its decision.
We evangelicals must stand un-

equivocally with our Roman Catholic
brothers and sisters. Because when
the government violates the religious
liberty of one group, it threatens the
religious liberty of all.
Many bishops have already declared they will not obey this unjust
law. The penalty for such a move
would be severe. Catholic hospitals,
universities, and other organizations
would be forced to pay punitive ﬁnes
($2,000 per employee) for refusing to
purchase insurance that violates the
teaching of their church.
For some institutions, it would
spell the end of their existence — and
their far-reaching service to the public
and the needy.
But Catholic institutions aren’t the
only ones affected by this mandate.
Prison Fellowship, for example,
which employs 180 people, could not
purchase insurance for its employees
that covers abortifacients. Nor could

the world’s largest Christian outreach
to prisoners and their families afford
the ﬁnes we would incur.
Three years ago, when we coauthored the Manhattan Declaration,
we predicted that the time would
come when Christians would have
to face the very real prospect of civil
disobedience — that we would have
to choose sides: God or Caesar.
Certainly for the Catholics and for
many of us evangelicals, that time is
already upon us.
We would urge you, therefore,
to raise your voice against this
unjust mandate that violates our ﬁrst
freedom as Americans. First, please
sign the petition to President Obama
prepared by the Becket Fund for
Religious Liberty, which we have
posted at the Manhattan Declaration
site (manhattandeclaration.org),
see COLSON on page 9
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Feed the body, feed the soul

Breakfast was served in the fellowship
hall Feb. 26, to celebrate Sunday school
month. Rosa Craft’s class did the cooking.
A great number of people (around 75) did
the eating of scrambled eggs, bacon, sausage, grits, fruit, sweet rolls, biscuits and
gravy. Above, Waylon Jones digs in to his
loaded plate. Top right, Jeremie Fountain
handles bacon frying chores. Right, Rosa
Craft, Angel Jones, Gail Walton and Ashlea
Jones enjoy a break from cooking. Photos
by Mallory Jones.

COLSON

from page 8

demanding that President Obama extend exemptions from
this onerous mandate to all religious employers.
Second, write to your representative and your senators
in Congress.
Third, sign the Manhattan Declaration. Join with
500,000 people who have committed to “fully and ungrudgingly render to Caesar what is Caesar’s. But under no
circumstances will we render to Caesar what is God’s.”
Fourth, pray. Pray that God would soften the hearts and
minds of the president and the leaders within his administration so that they would reverse course.
We do not exaggerate when we say that this is the greatest threat to religious freedom in our lifetime.
We cannot help but think of the words attributed to
German pastor Martin Niemoeller, reﬂecting on the Nazi
terror:

First they came for the Socialists, and I did not speak
out — Because I was not a Socialist.
Then they came for the Trade Unionists, and I did not
speak out — Because I was not a Trade Unionist.
Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out
— Because I was not a Jew.
Then they came for me —
and there was no one left to speak for me.

In Christ,

Chuck Colson
Timothy George
(Charles Colson is founder of Prison Fellowship,
Breakpoint, and several other ministries. Timothy George
is dean of Beeson Divinity School at Samford University
and chairman and president of the Colson Center for
Christian Worldview.)
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2986 Catherine Lake Rd.
Richlands, NC 28574

Don’t forget to change your clocks when
Daylight Savings Time starts March 11

Bethlehem Star

March-April 2012

