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The Good News:
Casey Bryan
explains the signiﬁcance of each of
the items buried in
his Easter sandbox.
Students in the
Wednesday night
elementary age
youth group made
the boxes and
practiced telling
others the story of
Jesus using the 13
items.

Vacation Bible School

Take a trip to Nazareth at the
time Jesus was a boy during
Vacation Bible School July 813. To register your kids, or to
sign up to help, see Diane Dail.
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Special performance

The Wednesday night teen
and young adult group will
present a dramatic interpretation of “Arise, My Love”
during the May 13 worship
service. The group calls
itself “Sticking with Jesus”
and includes Ashley Jones,
Shannon Brown, Jonathan
Dempsey, Tiffany Fountain,
Sarah Madigan, Gabriel
Fountain, Katie Mewborn
and Zack Childress.

•

LEADING

•

Learning to tell the story

A nail, a stone, a piece of purple
cloth, a silver coin, a red glass bead.
Students in the Wednesday night
elementary class can tell the story of
Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection
using these items.
As teachers Rosa Craft, Diane Dail
and Rita Fountain highlighted the
Easter story, the youngsters created a
visual reminder.
In boxes ﬁlled with sand, the
students buried 13 different items.

UNITING

•

EQUIPPING

Each one represented something about
Jesus.
When the boxes were ﬁnished, the
students fanned out across the church
campus to share the Good News.
Excitedly they told the story of Jesus
to others, taking to heart the command
in Matthew 28:19-20 to go and make
disciples and teaching what Jesus had
taught.
see STORY on page 3

•

SERVING

•
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Selling or sharing Christianity?
This is from a USA Today article:
“Jim Henderson is a recovering
evangelist. Back in his soul-chasing,
church-starting days, he began hearing
a grating dissonance between his faith
in Jesus and the way he went about
winning new converts. Henderson
realized he was doing unto others what
he would never want done unto him. He
was manipulating conversations to set
up a pitch. Viewing people as potential
notches on his evangelism belt rather
than fellow sojourners and prospective
friends. Listening only to the extent it
could reveal an argumentative opening.
He realized he hated the whole enterprise.”
Let’s stop right there for a minute.
Many of us have learned an evangelism method that can
best be described as an evangelistic sales pitch. It worked
to some extent in the Seventies and Eighties, but it doesn’t
work today. This generation isn’t closed to the idea of the
gospel, but it is closed to the idea of anything that reeks of
manipulation. Especially when it comes to religion.

Sharing one’s faith doesn’t need to
be a nightmare experience for both
parties. In fact, it shouldn’t be. In the
context of a caring relationship, sharing one’s faith can be as natural and
non-threatening as any subject shared
between friends.
Sharing one’s faith in Jesus should
become as natural as sharing your
experience at a great restaurant, a
wonderful vacation resort, a marvelous
shopping experience just to name a few.
Life with Jesus is exciting and fulﬁlling
and we should all be sharing our experiences with others — especially those
who do not have a real and meaningful
relationship with Jesus.
The Gospel of Jesus is not something
we “sell” but is given by God as a “free gift” of His grace
and love.
There are no restrictions or copyright laws on the “Good
News” so let’s get busy sharing this wonderful experience.
— Preacher Joe
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Mocked and beaten: Casey Bryan tells about the
crown of thorns thrust on Jesus’ head.
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Inside each of the boxes, the children placed these
symbols:
Dime: the 30 pieces of silver Judas received for betraying Jesus
Praying hands: Jesus praying the garden of
Gethsemane
Purple cloth: royalty; king of the Jews
Wreath: crown of thorns placed on Jesus’ head
Dice: Roman soldiers gambled to see who got Jesus’
clothes
Leather strap: whip used to beat Jesus
Nail: the nails used on the cross
Cross: where Jesus died for us
Red glass bead: the blood Jesus shed for the forgiveness of our sins
White cloth: Jesus’ burial cloth
Stone: the stone that sealed Jesus’ tomb; and that was
rolled away when he arose
Egg: when opened represents the empty tomb
Butterﬂy: the new life Jesus gives when we accept Him
into our hearts.

A prayer for wisdom
as the years pass by

Lord, thou knowest that I am growing older.
Keep me from growing talkative and possessed
with the idea that I must express myself on every
subject.
Release me from the craving to straighten out
everyone else’s affairs.
Keep me from the recital of endless details. Give
me wings to get to the point.
Seal my lips when I am inclined to tell of my aches
and pains. They are increasing with the years and my
love to speak of them grows sweeter as time goes by.
Make me thoughtful but not nosy; helpful but not
bossy.
Teach me the glorious lesson that occasionally I
may be wrong.
With my vast store of wisdom and experience, it
does seem a pity not to use it all. But thou knowest,
Lord, that I want a few friends in the end.
submitted by Raye Southerland

• UNITING

Helpful reminders: The Wednesday night youth group
makes bracelets with beads representing the story of
Jesus.

THEM TO THE FAMILY OF

GOD •
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You are the puzzle piece God is seeking
In I Corinthians 12, God tells us
that we are not individual bodies of
Christ, but that we are all parts of one
big body of Christ. He tells us that
we are all different for the purpose
of making up an entire body with all
its necessary parts. We are all unique
pieces in one great big puzzle, and
that every puzzle piece matters and is
needed and important.
The world, the devil, and even our
own selves say there is a hierarchy
of importance, and that some puzzle
pieces matter more than others. We
often feel the world pointing its
ﬁnger at us, telling us that we just
don’t measure up and that the puzzle
doesn’t need us. That is a lie straight
from the devil.
God tells us in I Peter 2:9 that we
are special, and in Psalms 116:15,
He tells us that we are precious in

His sight. In Isaiah 49:16, He tells us
that He has us written on the palms
of His hands. In Isaiah 43:1, He tells
us that He has called us by name. In
Ephesians 2:10, He says that we are
His workmanship and His masterpiece (NLT). In I Corinthians 12, He
tells us that each piece of the puzzle
is equally important. A puzzle missing even one piece is incomplete.
No matter what you have been told
or what you have told yourself, you
are the puzzle piece God is looking
for to help complete the puzzle. He
formed you with His own hands and
gave you unique talents and traits
and a unique personality that the rest
of the puzzle needs. Decide now to
meditate on how important God says
that you are, because He has big plans
for you, puzzle piece!
— Caron Fountain

Make plans now to join the trip to Nazareth

Instead of the usual vacation Bible school classroom
lessons and crafts, Bethlehem is bound for Nazareth this
summer.
From July 8 through July 13, Bethlehem’s corner of
Fountaintown crossroads will be transformed into the
Nazareth of Jesus’ boyhood.
The marketplace will include a carpentry shop, the bead
maker’s tent, a musical instrument shop, a barnyard, and
the food market.
Youngsters taking part in VBS will learn songs and
games, complete their choice of craft projects in the vari-

• EQUIPPING

ous shops, and learn about Jesus through visits to the home
of his mother, Mary.
If you aren’t a youngster, you still can take part in the
fun (and games) by working in a marketplace shop, helping out in the food market, preparing food for the nightly
dinners, or serving as a tribe leader or assistant.
To complete the transformation, some pop-up tents,
rugs, blankets and old sheets are needed to set the scene.
For more information — or to make your reservation
for the trip to Nazareth — contact Diane Dail at 910-3243192.

THEM TO SERVE

JESUS

IN THE WORLD

•
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Church mowing schedule
Please have the church yard mowed and trimmed for the
Sunday listed. If your date is not convenient, please switch
with someone else on the list. If there is a problem, please
contact Danny Walton at 910-3234-1934.

May

13 - John Southerland
20 - Danny Walton
27 - Ronnie Raynor

June

3 - Freddy Jones
10 - Jan Jones
17 - Rick Dempsey
24 - Stanley Craft

July

1 - Danny Bryan
8 - Chris Byron
15 - Herb Ripley
22 - Vernie Fountain
29 - Dwight Wood

August

5 - Byron Fountain
12 - Sheldon Fountain
19 - Ronald Lanier
26 - Danny Walton

September

2 - Jan Jones
9 - Freddy Jones
16 - John Southerland
23 - Rick Dempsey
30 - Stanley Craft

October

7 - Jimmy Fountain
14 - Sheldon Fountain
21 - Dwight Wood
28 - Jan Jones

May

1 - Pam Waller
10 - Nathan Brown
12 - Keith Greene
12 - Gloria Raynor
15 - Jimmy Fountain
15 - Shirley Pickett
16 - Louise Jones
17 - Nancy Ripley
21 - Melody
Strickland
27 - Don Fountain
28 - Olivia Stallings

June

2 - Vera Fountain
8 - Billie Ard
8 - Margaret Ard
8 - Pauline Edwards
17 - Vernie Fountain
23 - Rita Fountain
23 - Charles Fountain
23 - Eric Simpson
25 - Danielle Brown
26 - Christopher
Young
27 - Wendy Fountain

May

Johnnie Albertson
Tina Batts
Chris Brock
Vivian Brock family
Art & Marcia Brown
Kelly Brown
John Michael Bryan
Nancy Bryan
Sid Byron
Pauline Edwards
Mary Eﬁrd
Clifton Fountain
Helen Fountain
Jimmy Fountain

Joyce Fountain
Reba Fountain
Tilbie Hall
Faye Ives
Pat James
Geno Jones
Louise Jones
Reba Jones
Cecil Raynor
Geraldine Raynor
Nancy Ripley
Frances Voss
Durwood Williams
Jolly Williams

• BRINGING

6 - Robert & Bonnie Jones
17 - Byron & Rita Fountain
20 - Chris & Dawn Byron

June

2 - Johnnie & Tammi Albertson
4 - Brandon & Danielle Brown
9 - Kenny & Mary Jo Brown
19 - Billy Joe & Sabrina Ard
23 - James & Tina Dail
24 - Richard & Dineen Greene
28 - Rick & Susan Dempsey
29 - A.D. & Judy Jones

If your special day isn’t listed, it means your directory
entry needs updating. See Gail Walton.

HONOR AND GLORY TO

GOD •
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The Brethren
by Edgar A. Guest
The world is needing you and me,
In places where we ought to be;
Somewhere today it’s needing you
To stand for what you know is true.
And needing me somewhere today
To keep the faith, let come what may.
The world needs honest men today
To lead its youth along the way.
Men who will write in all their deeds
The beauty of their spoken creeds,
And spurn advantage here and gain,
On which deceit must leave its stain.

Jesus died to set us free
from burdens of sin

The other day as I was studying the Sunday school
lesson (John 18) about Jesus’ trials before His cruciﬁxion,
it directed be back to the book of Leviticus. As we know,
Leviticus includes the laws given to Moses for the children
of Israel to live by. (I challenge anyone to read them.)
I began to read, using the Living Bible because it is
tough reading Leviticus in the King James. Once again I
began to see the burdens the law placed on the children of
Israel. I thought, how could they possibly remember all the
things that they had to do!
How it thrills my heart to realized what Christ did for us
on the cross. He took all the laws, rules, ceremonies and
the regulations on Himself and delivered us from them.
When we turn to Christ in sorrowful repentance, He
forgives us, wipes the slate clean and saves us from the
penalty of our sins — which is eternal life without hope of
heaven!
How precious it is to live in the freedom of Christ. The
freedom that He bought for us. Hallelujah! Praise the
Lord!
“If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be
free indeed.” (John 8:36)
—Margaret Ard

The world needs men who will not brag.
Men who will honor Freedom’s Flag.
Men who, although the way is hard,
Against the lure of shame will guard.
The world needs gentle men and true,
And calls aloud to me and you.
The world needs men of lofty aim,
Not merely men of skill and fame,
Not merely leaders wise and grave,
Or learned men or soldiers brave.
But men whose lives are fair to see,
Such men as you and I can be.
submitted by Elvis Fountain
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Strengthening the Children’s Home bond

On Sunday, April 29, several of our members attended
the dedication of the newly renovated Memorial Chapel at
the Free Will Baptist Children’s Home.
Gary Lee, president of the Children’s Home, welcomed
everyone and spoke about the project. The renovation
included new carpet, paint, new windows, reﬁnishing the
wood trims and mouldings and updating the restrooms. Mr.
Lee recognized several people who were involved in the
process.
Dianne Riley, director of church ministry, spoke
about the chapel and what it means to the residents at
the Children’s Home. Rev. Richard Cuddington, campus
pastor, brought us a message about how we all are master
builders in the kingdom of God. Several staff members and
student residents took part in the program as well.
Everyone had a good time visiting with the residents.
Another trip is being planned for this summer and the date
will be announced soon.
Several of the Bethlehem Sunday school classes have
“adopted” the Children’s Home. Early this spring enough
money was raised to buy 10 rocking chairs for the porches
of the Children’s Home cottages.
Bethlehem’s youth have paid several visits to the
Children’s Home. During one trip they played volleyball
and enjoyed pizza with the young people there. Other
times our group has prepared treats such as Valentine’s
Day and Halloween candy bags.

Sharing and caring: Bethlehem youth show the
Halloween treat bags they prepared for residents
at the Free Will Baptist Children’s Home last
October.
During May, Bethlehem members will be collecting
their spare change (folding money is welcome, too) during
the annual Change for Children fundraiser for the home.
— Diane Dail

Find peace in life by slamming the door on sin

Have you ever tried to take a nap with other people in
the house? The ﬁrst thing we all do is go into a room by
ourselves and shut the door. We shut the door to keep out
the noise that would disturb our peaceful sleep. If you do
not close the door fully, then you probably will not get the
rest you thought you were going to get. The reason is that
though most of the noise is gone, but not all of it is. Then
you become irritated because you thought you were going
to get some peace.
The same is true for trying to get total peace in your life
while leaving the door cracked open to sins you know God
has spoken to you about changing. So many times we shut
the door to some sins, but leave it cracked open to others.
There have been many times when I have left the door
cracked open to a sin, and then suddenly ﬁnd myself walking through that door. It is easier to go through a cracked
door than a shut one. Usually the sin ends up being bigger
and more destructive than I thought. I wonder how I could
have done it, but the answer is in Romans 13:14. I did not
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totally shut the door to that sin. Instead I left myself an “if”
clause in my mind toward it.
I will spend time with God, “if” I feel like it. I will be
nice to my children, “if” I am having an easy day. I will eat
right, “if” I have no cravings. I will forgive, “if” they act
sorry. I will love people, “if” they love me back. The list of
“if” clauses could be endless.
The “if” clauses are holding us back from really living
the life God died to give us!
Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ,
and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the
ﬂesh. (Romans 13:14)
Forgive me, Lord, for leaving the door cracked to so
many sins. I thank You for Your forgiveness, and I receive
it right now.
You said in Your Word that You would give us inspiration and strength to do the right thing (Philippians 2:13),
so I humble myself before You, asking You to help me.
— Caron Fountain
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