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Bethlehem holiday happenings

We’ll celebrate Joe and Billie
Ard with a covered-dish dinner
following the Nov. 11 worship
service.

Congratulations to Jeremie
Fountain and Kayli Shelton on
their engagement!
Jeremie, the son of Byron
and Rita Fountain, is a
Jacksonville ﬁreﬁghter and
certiﬁed N.C. paramedic. Kayli
is a Lenoir-Rhyne University
grad and teaches at Trexler
Middle School.
Wedding day is June 15.

•

LEADING

•

Nov. 7: Bring your
school supplies,
hard candy, little toys
and other goodies
and help the youth
pack shoeboxes for
Operation Christmas
Child at 6 p.m. Soup
and sandwiches will
be served.
Nov. 11: Collection
and dedication of
Operation Christmas
Child shoeboxes during 11 a.m. worship.

Nov. 18: Thanksgiving communion
service at 6 p.m.
Dec. 2: Poinsettia
ordering deadline.

UNITING

•

There will be twenty
6½-inch pots, ($11.25
each) and three
8-inch pots ($23.75)
available.
Make check to
Bethlehem OFWB
Ladies’ Auxiliary.
Plants will be delivered Dec. 7. See
Mary Jo Brown.

Dec. 2: The
children and youth
present “The Hanging
of the Greens” at 6
p.m. This is a service
for the ﬁrst Sunday
of Advent. It is based
on the tradition of
decorating homes
and churches with
wreathes, garlands,
trees and other items
that we now use as
Christmas decorations. In the church
setting, it readies
the sanctuary for the
Christmas season.
The program

EQUIPPING

•

describes the symbolism of each item
used, such as bells,
angels, candles and
poinsettias.
The congregation will also take
an active part in the
program as they sing
several Christmas
hymns and carols.
Refreshments will
be served after the
program. See Elvis
Fountain if you can
share some of your
favorite Christmas
treats.
Dec. 6: Senior
Fellowship Christmas
dinner; 6 p.m.

Dec. 23: The
choir presents its
Christmas cantata,
“Silent Night, Holy
Night,” during 11 a.m.
worship.

SERVING

•
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We trust in the name of the Lord
I’ve heard people on both ends of
the political spectrum moan about
how terrible life will be if the other
guy gets elected. Are they right? Who
knows?
But I know this: regardless of who
is elected, the focus and direction
of my life will remain the same. No
matter who is in the White House
next January, I will still be preaching
the Word, serving others, loving God,
seeking his kingdom, doing his will,
striving to be more like Jesus. No
presidential administration, no increase in taxes, no loss of government
beneﬁts, no change in our economy
can alter that.
Of course I want peace and
prosperity for our nation, as well as
strength and security, so I will vote
for the one I believe can best lead us
in this direction. But my hope is not
in any candidate. My hope is in God,
and, blessed be his name, nothing can
happen at the polls this month that

could possibly change the calling he
has placed on my life.
King David said...
Some trust in chariots and some in
horses, but we trust in the name of the
LORD our God. (Psalm 20:7)
If he were writing today, he might
say, “Some trust in donkeys and

others in elephants; some trust in red
and others in blue, but we trust in the
name of the Lord our God.”
I hope you can say your trust, your
faith, and your hope is in the Lord our
God.

Bethlehem church contacts
Pastor
Joe Ard
joe_ard@hotmail.com
Deacon chairman
Sherwood Fountain, 910-324-3018
Deacons
Stanley Craft, 910-324-5915
Rick Dempsey, 910-324-1747
Darrell Edwards, 910-324-4280
Byron Fountain, 910-324-5016
Jimmy Fountain, 910-324-5268
Freddy Jones, 910-520-8715
Trustees’ chairman
Danny Walton, 910-324-1934
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Sunday school superintendent
Rosa Craft, 910-324-5915
Youth director
Susan Fountain, 910-324-581
Choir director
Vernie Fountain, 910-324-5817
Children’s church
Mallory Jones, 910-324-5899
Ladies’ Auxiliary & Prayer chain
Elvis Fountain, 910-324-4637
Newsletter
Jeri Fountain, 910-324-5268
jerifountain@yahoo.com
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Appreciating the heritage of faith

I have roots in this section of Duplin County. My
ancestors have lived here for over 200 years. When I was
younger, I thought my family tree was ho-hum boring. As
the years passed, though, I have come to appreciate my
lineage, especially my grandmothers, their mothers, and
their mothers. I suppose this makes me a feminist. In any
case, I feel a connection to these women.
It’s interesting to me how women lived in times when
they didn’t have certain freedoms, such as the right to
vote or to work while pregnant. Over a hundred years
ago, women didn’t have the best
I know they of health care and in turn died like
ﬂies when giving birth. As young
turned to the girls, some often were needed at
home and didn’t have a chance to
Lord, they
obtain much education, usually
turned away
just enough to give them the basics
from the Lord, of reading and arithmetic. Women
worked hard, were physically
they returned strong and mentally tough. Some
weren’t as strong as others, but
to Him. And
these kinds of women are the stuff
of which I am made.
the Lord
Both of my grandmothers, bless
remained
their hearts, wore dresses all their
constant with lives, not wearing slacks at all, or
at least it was late in life when they
them and
did. Neither of them drove a car;
cars were invented when they were
constantly
girls. It was a different generation
with them.
of women with some issues established from earlier on. Women just
wore dresses, were excellent cooks and seamstresses and
didn’t drive a car. That was how it was.
The land where my grandmothers, their mothers and
their mothers lived is now occupied by other homes or
made into ﬁelds or pastures. This land pulls at my heart,
the thread of my grandmothers’ strength in me. These
women lived here, their mothers lived here. They had
homes here, they worked here, had families and farms.
They saw this same sky that is here today, felt the same
warmth of the sun, breathed the air. They cooked three
meals a day, swept the yards, had a clothes-washing day
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outdoors, and heated their homes with ﬁrewood. They saw
family members through the good times and the bad. They
read and sewed by lamp light and daylight, sat on porches,
sang, talked, bit their tongues. They grieved, they laughed,
and they loved. They thanked God when the heat of the
day was done, when the crops were made, when morning
came. They cried out to God when babies died, when their
hearts were breaking, when their husbands clammed up.
They lived here, they have died here. I know they turned
to the Lord, they turned away from the Lord, they returned
to Him. And the Lord remained constant with them and
constantly with them.
My grandmothers’ presence is in this land. Their faith in
the Lord humbles me. I am amazed by their strength and
endurance in times when grueling work was a given. Even
with many hardships, these women kept their faith alive.
Then they passed it on.
There are places like Fountaintown all around the
world. People live in clusters of small communities even
in cities. For me, though, this place is special. I have roots
here through the Fountains and the Browns, Futrells and
Thigpens. And handed down from one woman to the next,
I have the faith of my mothers.

THEM TO THE FAMILY OF

— Wendy Fountain

GOD •
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Some miracles come in unusual packages
I’d like to share with you one of
the greatest miracles that has ever
happened to me. It was ﬁve years
ago this past August, but I still
believe I am a walking miracle.
While on vacation in July 2007 I
noticed a small, purple place on my
forearm. After a month had passed
it had not gone away, so I contacted
my dermatologist for an appointment. She removed this spot and
sent it to be analyzed. A week later
I received a call from her telling me
that it was a melanoma skin cancer.
I nearly fell apart. When someone
mentions the “C” word, it is enough
to send you over the edge. I cried
and cried, and felt very scared, and I was angry with God
for allowing this to happen to me. I contacted a surgeon in
Wilmington and he decided to remove a golf ball size area
around the melanoma on my arm, and do a sentinel lymph
node biopsy to see if the cancer had spread. I had the
surgery done and everything went well. I was sent home
with a drainage tube coming from under my arm, where
the sentinel lymph node surgery was done, and stitches
from the melanoma removal. I went back the following
week to have the drainage tube removed and the doctor
gave me a gleaming report. The lymph node biopsy came
back CLEAR and the cancer had not spread. My doctor
said he was 98 percent sure he had removed all the cancer
from my arm, but as far as the other 2 percent, he could
not be certain it was not elsewhere in my body. Those
results were good enough for me and I was relieved and
overjoyed. I thanked God over and over and regretted ever
being angry or doubtful that God would take care of me.
The following weekend, my family was having a
surprise birthday party for my brother Sheldon and his
daughter Shelly at my mom and dad’s house. While at the
party, I went outside to get something from my car. The
back porch light was on and the yard was well lit. On the
way to the car I felt something like a burning sting (kind
of like when you get stung by a wasp) on my toes. When
I got back inside I told my husband Chris that something
had stung me. He came over and looked at my foot. My
second and third toes were bleeding. My younger brother,
Cameron, had some prior EMT experience, so he looked at
my foot also. He quickly dabbed his ﬁngers in his mouth,
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with what I am now calling “Holy Spit,”
and put it on my toes. He then borrowed
a cigarette from someone and took the
tobacco and crumbled it on my toes and
pressed down on them. For those of you
who don’t know ... this is an old timey
country remedy that was said to draw
the poison out of a sting.
While this was going on inside,
several others got ﬂashlights and went
outside to see if I had stumbled into
a wasp or hornet nest, or if there was
possibly a snake out there. The two
marks on my toes were side by side. My
dad took one look at the marks and said,
“That is a snake bite.” When my daddy,
Sutton Fountain, told you something, it
was for real and you didn’t second guess it. Chris rushed
me to Onslow Memorial Hospital. I paced the halls while I
was waiting to be seen, scared to death that I wasn’t going
to make it if somebody didn’t hurry up and do something.
While I was waiting I saw an older lady walking down the
hall. She was in great distress and crying. I went to her and
took her hand. She told me her loved one had been taken
into the emergency room. She was all alone. All I knew to
do was to tell her to have faith in God and believe that He
was going to take care of her friend. I also told her that I
would pray for her. She thanked me and went on down the
hall. Talking to her seemed to help take my mind off of
everything that was happening to me.
Finally I was called in to see the triage nurse and they
said it did appear to be a snake bite and that someone
would be with me soon. They sent me back out to the
waiting area. I saw the lady I had prayed for earlier. She
had a big smile on her face and she thanked me over and
over and told me her friend had had a light heart attack and
was going to be all right. We gave each other a hug and I
thanked God for taking care of her and her friend.
After about two hours, my foot was beginning to swell
and they took me into the ER for treatment. The ER doctor
began an IV and also drew some blood. He said that based
on the bite and the blood work it appeared I had been
bitten by a copperhead. He contacted snake doctors in
Arizona and they told him to administer six vials of antivenom. I was so scared I was shaking, but I kept saying,

THEM TO SERVE
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“The Lord is my Shepherd, I am not afraid,” over and over.
I also told the devil to “Get away from me!” A couple of
hours later I was moved into a room. Once in the room, my
nurse came in and introduced herself. Get this — her name
was Angel. I smiled and thought this is unbelievable, then
she said wait until you hear my last name. It was Shepard,
true story. Well I thought, it doesn’t get any better than
this. God has sent an Angel and a Shepherd to watch over
me. They continued to give me antibiotics throughout the
night and I was released the next day.
On the way home, my husband’s stepmother, a retired
nurse, called to tell me she and her daughter had been talking about snake bites and had recently read in a medical
journal about using snake venom — particularly copperhead venom — to kill melanoma cells. Chris and I looked
at each other with tears in our eyes and knew this was truly
a miracle. Now I know that God put that snake in my path
for a reason. That other 2 percent chance the doctor was
uncertain of is completely gone. We also later found out
that the anti-venom has both sheep and lamb blood in it.
I shared this story a long time ago in church, but was recently asked to tell it again. Thank you Mrs. Ard for asking
me to as it truly is a miracle I enjoy sharing over and over
again. Thank you God for the many miracles in my life.
— Dawn Byron

November

7 - Amy Jones
7 - Waylon Jones
8 - Rachel
Southerland
11 - Lesley Shepard
15 - Marcia Jones
20 - Sierra Young
21 - Sherwood
Fountain
23 - Luke Fountain
23 - George Bryan
24 - Casey Bryan
25 - Marvin Fountain
26 - Rosa Craft

December

1 - Susan Fountain
9 - Fallon Lanier
10 - Cadence Brown
13 - Lisa Williams
19 - Taylor Bryan
20 - Kim McClenny
21 - Bettie Bryan
22 - Brandon
Fountain
26 - Janet Heaton
29 - Aleisha Young

ANNIVERSARIES
Johnnie Albertson
Tina Batts
Chris Brock
Danny Brown family
Kelly Brown
Michael Bryan family
Nancy Bryan
Sid Byron
Rosa Craft
Pauline Edwards
Clifton Fountain
Helen Fountain
Jimmy Fountain
Joyce Fountain
Wendy Fountain

Tilbie Hall
Kirsten Holmstedt
Faye Ives
Pat James
Geno Jones
Louise Jones
Reba Jones
Bill Newman
Cecil Raynor
Geraldine Raynor
Gloria & Ronnie Raynor
Nancy Ripley
Frances Voss
Durwood Williams
Jolly Williams

• BRINGING

November

10 - Ronald & Donna Lanier
30 - Donnie & Vicky Quinn

December

19 - Ronnie & Gloria Raynor
22 - Britt & Diane Dail
24 - Elton & Elvis Fountain
25 - Marvin & Reba Fountain
28 - Danny & Gail Walton
29 - Christopher & Aleisha Young

If your special day isn’t listed, it means your directory
entry needs updating. See Gail Walton.

HONOR AND GLORY TO

GOD •
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Youth take on homeless blessing project

As Jacksonville continues to grow and the population
swells along with it, I have become increasing aware of
the homeless situation so close to us. It seems now at each
major intersection stands someone, and at times families,
seeking help from compassionate and caring commuters.
I have felt many emotions as I passed by those in need.
I feel so blessed and thankful for my home, my family
and job. Then I experience guilt because I do not stop and
share with someone who is in need. I confess I am uncomfortable and wary of them and their situation. As a female,
I am reluctant to offer assistance for safety concerns.
Many of our homeless in Jacksonville have made
unfortunate choices. Many, through no fault of their own,
have mental illnesses and emotional difﬁculties. Sadly our
homeless veteran population continues to grow as well.
Now Bethlehem has the opportunity to help without
giving money directly to a person and possibly enabling an
addiction.
Our project is called “Blessing Bags.” Inside a gallon-size plastic bag we will place travel-size items such
as hand sanitizer, deodorant, shampoo, band aids, soap,
washcloth, mints, hand wipes, toothbrush and toothpaste,
breakfast bar, square nabs and $5 gift card to McDonald’s.
We will also include messages of God’s love and hope for
a better future.
The youth will head this outreach by packing the bags.
We will take donations of these items from the congregation. If you would rather donate money, the youth will
shop for you and purchase the needed items. We will then
distribute these bags to our congregation to place in their
vehicles.
When we see a homeless person, we can simply give
them a bag and tell the person God loves them and we are
praying for them. This can even be done without leaving
the safety of your car.
We are excited by this opportunity for our entire church

The youth are asking
for travel-size items
such as:
= hand sanitizer
= deodorant
= shampoo
= band aids
= soap
= washcloth

= mints
= gum
= hand wipes
= toothbrush
= toothpaste
= breakfast bars
= square nabs
= $5 McDonald’s

gift

card

to minister together. Just bring your items to church or if
you prefer, money donations can be given to our youth
leaders.
You just never know when your concern for someone
can change a life. Blessings to you.
— Susan Fountain

New Year’s party planners wanted
Several of us have talked about having an end-of-year celebration on Sunday night, Dec. 30. If anyone has an idea about what
we should do, please contact Diane Dail.
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Senior Fellowship wraps up busy year
On Oct. 25 our seniors met in
the fellowship hall for our fall
meeting. Our attendance was great.
He had two guests join us this
month. The food was provided by
Smithﬁeld’s. Many take-out plates
were sent to those who could not
join us. Birthdays and anniversaries
for October and November were
announced. Jeff Banks provided our
message and we had some games.
Door prizes were given out and we
dismissed with prayer.
We will not meet in November,
due to the Thanksgiving holiday.
Our next scheduled meeting is Dec.
6 for our Christmas dinner and
celebration. Please come and join us
for our last senior fellowship meal

of the year.
If you aren’t of senior age, we can
always use extra help serving.
We have had a great year in our
Senior Ministry and are looking
forward to a new year as we serve
our seniors here at Bethlehem and in
the community.
— Rick Dempsey

Building bridges for the church’s future

PFC Keith Greene, USMC

Semper Fi

Keith Greene, son of Dineen
and Richard Greene and grandson
of Mary Hudson and the late Sam
Hudson, graduated from boot camp
at Marine Corps Recruit Depot
Parris Island this fall and has completed Marine Combat Training at
Camp Geiger.

The Big 4-0

Britt and Diane Dail will celebrate
their 40th wedding anniversary
on December 22. They have three
children — James, Linda and Kim
— and seven grandchildren.

Baby news

A reliable source (Facebook)
reports Joe and Billie Ard soon will
be known as Gramps and Granny.
Grandma and Grandpa? Mema and
Papa? Congratulations!

Several members
of our congregation
attended the annual
Bridgebuilders Dinner
at Mount Olive College
on Nov. 3. The dinner
serves as a fund-raising
event for the college.
For a donation of
$100, a person can become a Bridgebuilder,
and that donation will
be used to help fund
various programs and
activities during the
upcoming year.
We enjoyed a delicious meal prepared by
the cafeteria staff, and
we were served by

some of the students.
The Mount Olive
jazz band provided
musical entertainment,
and several speakers
gave an overview of the
college and the progress it has made in the
past year.

Got news to share?

Our donations were
$1,150.00 and we had
four Bridgebuilders.
To learn more
about becoming a
Bridgebuilder, or for
more information about
Mount Olive College,
go to www.moc.edu.

Send your news, items of interest, opinions, suggestions,
testimonies, reports of miracles, God-sightings and such to
jerifountain@yahoo.com. Deadline for next time is Dec. 30.
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