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God’s love is always there

u Communion: Sunday,
Sept. 16 at 6 p.m.
u Men of Faith, ﬁfth
Sunday concert, Sept. 30 at 11
a.m.
u Quarterly business
meeting: Sunday, Oct. 7, at 6
p.m.
u Homecoming: Sunday,
Oct. 14 at 11 a.m.; covered
dish dinner follows.
u Revival: Sunday, Oct. 14
through Tuesday, Oct. 16 with
speaker Justin Barnette.
u Pastor appreciation:
Sunday, Nov. 11.
u Centennial Celebration:
Oct. 13, 2013. Gather up your
old photos and church memorabilia. A centennial committee
will be chosen at the business
meeting.

•

LEADING

•

My mother has told me this story
about a time when her ﬁrstborn child
was in the hospital with a high fever.
He was a toddler and was admitted
into the hospital from the doctor’s
ofﬁce. At some point, as the fever
spiraled upward and out of control, the
doctor ordered my brother be placed
in an ice bath. The nurses told my
mother she could not go with them as
they took Tommy away. My mother
could hear him screaming from down
the hall.
The fever broke, and he recuperated, the way children do.
That was in the 1950s.
Here it is 2012, and I was diagnosed
with cancer this year. After minimal
surgery, the doctors recommended
radiation. When I ﬁrst learned I would
need this treatment, my immediate
thoughts were the visual image of
nuclear fallout with a mushroomshaped cloud from a distance. Totally
irrational, I know, but at the time I was
scared.

It seems like humans have to deal
with some extremes for physical cures
and remedies. I don’t know if my
brother even remembered the ice bath;
I am told that many patients are delirious and don’t recall things that happen
when their body temperatures are so
high. I hope he didn’t remember. I’m
undergoing a very low dose of radiation now, and so far it’s been ﬁne.
God doesn’t freeze you out; he
doesn’t burn you. His love is like
peace descending over your being.
He doesn’t require that we suffer
extremes in order to receive His love.
This I know.
Medical science continues to
advance at great speed, and it is very
exciting to learn about new treatments
and breakthroughs. But some of
these still have side effects with pain
and discomfort involved. God’s love
hasn’t changed and doesn’t require
any updates. It’s there always, constant and timeless. It’s there for you.
— Wendy Fountain

Shoeboxes for Samaritan’s Purse
will be collected on Sunday, Nov. 11,
at the morning worship service.
Ages for the shoebox gifts are 2-4,
5-9, or 10-14 for boys or girls. Boxes
should be the regular shoebox size.
(Other sizes are hard to pack for shipment around the world.)
Toys, school supplies and hygiene
items are among the desired gifts.
Please remember that war-related
items such as toy guns, knives and

military ﬁgures are prohibited. Please
do not pack liquids or lotions, breakable or glass items such as snowglobes, or aerosol cans.
Chocolate candy melts quickly,
so please include hard candy instead
(Lifesavers, peppermints, candy canes,
suckers, etc).
Donation envelopes will be available soon. For more information,
please see Diane Dail or go online to
www.samaritanspurse.org/occ/

Operation Christmas Child is coming
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God’s mercy let this sinner off the hook

Even though I was once a
blasphemer and a persecutor and
a violent man, I was shown mercy
because I acted in ignorance and
unbelief. The grace of our Lord was
poured out on me abundantly, along
with the faith and love that are in
Christ Jesus. (1 Timothy 1:13-14)
A follower of Jesus Christ must
never lose sight of the fact that he
or she is a product of God’s grace
and mercy. There’s no other way to
say it. God let you off the hook even
when you didn’t deserve to be let
off the hook. Paul reminds us “I was
shown mercy ... The grace of our
Lord was poured out on me abundantly.” Because of this, we should
be willing to let others off the hook,
to show others the same mercy we
have received.
Paul plainly admitted that he was
no better than anyone else. In fact, he called himself the
chief of sinners. The worst of the bunch. Now, the truth is,

I think he said this only because he
never met me. But you get the point.
Paul is saying that our lives are
built on mercy. This gives us two
good reasons to show mercy to
others.
First, we show mercy to others
because we have received mercy.
“Forgive as the Lord forgave you.”
(Colossians 3:13)
Second, we show mercy because
we need mercy. “Blessed are the
merciful, for they will be shown
mercy.” (Matthew 5:7)
Some outside the church think the
Christian life is all about judging and
condemning and looking down on
others. Unfortunately, some inside
the church think the same thing. It’s
sad because that’s not what this life
is about. Following Jesus is all about
mercy. Let mercy motivate you to let
someone off the hook!
— Preacher Joe

Bethlehem church contacts
Pastor
Joe Ard
joe_ard@hotmail.com
Deacon chairman
Sherwood Fountain, 910-324-3018
Deacons
Stanley Craft, 910-324-5915
Rick Dempsey, 910-324-1747
Darrell Edwards, 910-324-4280
Byron Fountain, 910-324-5016
Jimmy Fountain, 910-324-5268
Freddy Jones, 910-520-8715
Trustees’ chairman
Danny Walton, 910-324-1934
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Sunday school superintendent
Rosa Craft, 910-324-5915
Youth director
Susan Fountain, 910-324-581
Choir director
Vernie Fountain, 910-324-5817
Children’s church
Mallory Jones, 910-324-5899
Ladies’ Auxiliary & Prayer chain
Elvis Fountain, 910-324-4637
Newsletter
Jeri Fountain, 910-324-5268
jerifountain@yahoo.com
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Love and donations build
bridges at Mount Olive

The Mount Olive Bridge Builders Dinner will be held
on Saturday, Nov. 3 at 6 p.m. at Mount Olive College. This
is a time to recognize those who have made donations to
the college during the past year, and to begin the fund-raising program for the upcoming year.
You can become a Bridge Builder for Mount Olive for
as little as $100 ($10 a month), and you can even designate
the program to which your contribution will go.
If you would like to make a donation, or if you would
like to attend the dinner, please see Diane Dail. More info
will be coming soon.

Coming up at Mount Olive College

John Brown Jazz Quartet, 7:30 p.m. Sept. 18.
Tickets $10.
Open House, 5 to 7 p.m. Sept. 20 at Mount Olive,
Jacksonville, New Bern and other college locations.
Music Faculty Recital, 7:30 p.m. Oct. 11. Free.
FallFest featuring country music artists Gloriana
and Casey James, 7 p.m. Oct. 12. Tickets $20 in
advance; $30 at the door.
Baroque Arts Project, 7:30 p.m. Oct. 18. Tickets
$10.
Symphonic Band Concert, 7:30 p.m. Nov. 1. Free
John Felts, comedian: 8 p.m. Nov. 10. Free.
For more information about Mount Olive College
events, go to www.moc.edu/events or call 919-6582502.

September

1 - Gail Walton
1 - Freddy Jones
1 - Mason Jones
4 - Elton Fountain
5 - Ross Rigdon
7 - Doris Wood
7 - Savannah Young
8 - Tori Jones
8 - Tammi Albertson
9 - Britt Dail
9 - Sheldon Fountain
12 - Reba Fountain
15 - Faith Fountain
19 - Gabriel Fountain
19 - Braxton
Batchelor
22 - Angie Williams

25 - Austin Williams
30 - Robert Jones

October

1 - Wendy Lanier
8 - Don Horne
9 - Ian Fetterolf
13 - Reba Jones
13 - Zackary Williams
15 - Kenny Brown
16 - Kimberly Bryan
22 - Erin Bryan
23 - Chris Byron
26 - Joe Ard
28 - Gene Shepard
28 - Jesse Medlin
31 - Mallory Jones
31 - Alyce Horne

September
Johnnie Albertson
Chris Brock
Art & Marcia Brown
Danny Brown family
Nancy Bryan
Pauline Edwards
Frances Fountain family
Helen Fountain
Jimmy Fountain
Joyce Fountain

Wendy Fountain
Kirsten Holmstedt
Faye Ives
Geno Jones
Louise Jones
Reba Jones
Cecil Raynor
Geraldine Raynor
Gloria & Ronnie Raynor
Jolly Williams
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6 - Tony & Mallory Jones
27 - Durwood & Peggy Williams

October

7 - Charles & Caron Fountain
23 - Mike & Plina Greene
30 - Kenneth & Shirley Pickett

If your special day isn’t listed, it means your directory
entry needs updating. See Gail Walton.
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